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I HAD defired to vifit the Hebrides, or Wcf* 
tern Iflands of Scotland, fo long, that I fcarcely 
remember how the wi(h was originally excited ; 
and was in the Autumn of the year 1773 induced 
to undertake the journey, by finding in Mr. 
Bofwell a companion, whofe acutenefs would 
help my inquiry, and whofe gaiety ofconverfa* 
tion and civility of nianners are fufficient to coun« 
tera£l the inconveniences of travel, b countries 
Icis hofpitable than we have pafTed. 

' tiZ On 



4 A JOURNEY TO THE 

On the eighteenth of Auguft we left Edin- 
burgh, a city, too well known to admit defcrip- 
tion, and direSed our courfe northward, along 
the eaftern coaft of Scotland, acconopanied the 
firft day by another gentleman, who could ftay 
with us only long enough to Chew us how much 
we loft at feparatlon. 

As we crofled the Frith of Forth, our curicfity 
was attracted by Inch Keith, afmall ifland, which 
neither of my companions had ever vifi ted, 
though, lying within their view, it had all their 
lives folicited^t^eir .notice.*. Hcrr,:i>JC^Iinibing 
with fome difnditty.ov^r ftdftereH** drags, we 
made the firft experrn3'i|nt*Q£*i}nfC^guented.coafts. 
Inch Keith is nothte&'^mbfc't'hin aft'ock coveted 
with a thin layef«/ot5ea/th>:<|©| Jwjolly bare' of 
grafs, and very fertife*of "ttrftlWA fmall herd 
of cows grazes annually upon it in the funxmer. 
It feems never to have afforded to man or bead a 
permanent habitation. 

We found only the ruins of a fmall fort not fo 
injured by time but that it might be eafily reftor- 
ed to its former ftate. It feems never to have been 
intended as a place of ftrength, nor was built to 
endure a fiege, but merely to afford cover to a few 
foldiers, who perhaps had the charge of a bittery, 
or were ftationed to give fignals of approaching 

. danger. 
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danger. ' There is therefore no provifion of water 
within the walls, though the fpring is fo near^ 
that it might have been eafily enclofed. One of 
the ftones had this infcription : '^ Maria Reg. 
" 1564." It has probably been negleSed from 
Ae time that the whole ifland had the fame king. 

We left this little ifland with our thoughts em« 
ployed awhile on the different appearance that it 
would have made, if. it had been placed at the 
fame didance from London, with the fame facility 
of approach ; with what emulation of price a few 
rocky acres would have been purchafed, and with 
what expenfive induftry they would have been 
cultivated and' adorned. 

When we landed, we found our chaife ready, 
and pafled through Kinghorn, Kirkaldy, and 
Cowpar, places not unlike the fmall or ftraggling 
market-towns in thofe parts of England where 
commerce and manufadures have not yet pro- 
duced opulence. ~ 

Though we were yet in the moft populous 
part of Scotland, and at fo fmall a diftince from 
the capital, we met few paflengers. 

A3 The 
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The roflds are neither rough nor dirty ; sMd if 
aflbrds a ibuthern (Iranger a new kind of pleaftire 
- to travel fo comniodioufly without the interrap* 

tion of toll-gates. Where the bottom is rocky, 
as it feems commonly to be in Scotland, a fmaoth 
way is made indeed with great labour, but it 
never wants repairs ; and fc thofe parts where 
adventitious materials are neceflary, ^he ground 
once confolidated is rarely broken ; for the inland 
conx^ierce is not great, nor are heavy commodi- 
ties often tranfported olherwife than by water. 
The carriages in common ufe are fmall carts, 
drawn each by one little horfe ; and a man feems 
H) derive fome degitee of dignity and importance 

from the reputation of poireHinga two-horfecart. 

• 

ST. ANDREWS. 

At an hour fomewhat late we came to Su 
Andrews, a city once archiepifcopal ; where that 
univerfity ftill fubfifts in which philofophy was 
formerly taught by Buchanan, whofe<Dame has 
as fair a claim to immortality as can be conferred 
' by modern latiriity, and perhaps a fairer than the 
inflability of vernacular languages admits. 

We found, that by the interpofition of fome 
invifible friend, lodgings had been provided for 
us at the houfe of one of the profefTors, whofe 

eafy 






WESTERN.ISLANDS, Sic 7 

cafy cmliry quickly nude us forget that we were 
ftrangers ; and in the wholie throe of our ftay we 
were gratified by every mode of kindnefs^ and- 
entertained with. all the ekgance of lettered hof-- 
pitality. 

Ifi the-morfMi^ we rofe to perambtilate a city^^ 
which only hiftory (hews to haiveonce flourtfliedy 
and furveyed the ruins of ancient magnificenGe, 
<^ which even the ruins cannot long be vifible, 
unlefs (ome care be taken to preferve thena ; and 
where is the pleafure of preCerving fuch mournful 
memorials? They have been till very lately fo 
mQch negle3ed» that every man carried away^ 
(he fiones who- fancied that, he wanted them.- 

The cathedral, of which the foundations may 
be ftill traced, and a fmall part of the wall is 
ftanding, appears to have been a fpacious and 
majeftic building,., not unfuitable to the primacj 
of the kingdom. Of the architeflure, the poor 
remains can hardly exhibit^ even to an artift, a 
fufficient fpecimen. It was demoliihed, as is 
well known, in the tumult andviolence of Knox's^ 
reformation*. 

Not far from the cathedral, on the marg^in of' 
the water,, fiands a fragment of the caAIe, m 
which the archbiihop anciently refided. It was 
never very large, ^ and was built with more atten- 
tion toi fecurity than pkafure. Cardinal Be^toun 

A 4; is 



8 A JOURNEY TO THE 

is faid to have had workmen employed in infiprov* 
ing its fortifications at the time when he was 
murderecj by the ruffians of reformation^ in the 
manner of which Knox has given what he himfelf 
calls a merry narrative. 

The change of religion in Scotland, eager and 
vehement as it was, raifed an epidemical enthu- 
fiafm, compounded of fullen fcrupuloufnefs and 
warlike ferocity, which, in a people whom idle- 
ncfs refigned to their own thoughts, and who, 
converfing only with each other, fufFered no di- 
lution of their zeal from the gradual influx of 
^new opinions, was long tranfmitted in its full 
flrength from the old to the young, but by trade 
and intercourfe with England, is now vifibly 
abating, and giving way too faft to their laxity of 
praQice and indifference of opinion, in which 
men, not fufficiently inftruded to find the middle 
point, too eafily fhelter themfelves from rigour 
and conflraint. 

The city of St. Andrews, when it had loft its 
archiepifcopal pre-eminence, gradually decayed^ 
One' of its ftreets is now loft j and in thofe that 
remain, there is the filence and folitude of in- 
zQxvt indigence and gloomy depopulation. 

The univerfity, within a few years, confifted 
of three colleges, but is now reduced to two ; the 

college 
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college of St. Leonard bemg.lately diffohred by 
the fale of its buildings and the appropriation of 
its revenues to the profeflbrs of the two others. 
The chapel of the aliepited college is yet (land*? 
ing, a fabric not inelegant of external (Irudure; 
but I Was always, by fome civil excufe, hindered 
from enfering it. A decent attempt, as I was 
fince told, hfs been made to convert it into a 
Jcind of green-houfe, by planting its area with 
Ulrubs^ This new method of gardening is un* 
fuccefsful ; the plants do not hitherto profper. 
To what ufe it will next be put I have no plea- 
fure in conjeduring. It is foraething that its pre- 
fent fiate is at lead not oftentatioufly difplayed* 
Where there is yet £bame> there may in time 
be virtue. 

The diflblution • of St. Leonard's college was 
doubtlefs neceffary ; but of that neceflity there is 
reafon to complain. It is farely not without jufl: 
reproach, that a nation, of which the commerce 
is hourly extending, and the wealth encreafing, 
denies any participation of its profperity to its 
literary focieties ; and while its merchants or its 
nobles are railing palaces, fuiFers its univerfities to 
moulder into dud. 
« 

Of the two colleges yet (landing, one is by the 
inftitution of its founder appropriated to Divinity^- 
It is faid to be capable of containing fifty fiudents; 

A 5 - but 
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twrt more thati one muft occupy a chamber. The 
Kfcrary, which is of late ertdion, is not very 
fpttti^s, hut elegant imd luminotis. 



«' 



The doddr, bj whom tt wn iwwii^ hoped to 
krhaie Or fiibdae my Englifli vimtty by leBiifg 
me^ that we had no Aicfa re^fitxxrf x£ oooks in 
Sngiahd. 

Saiiit Aadrews feems to • be a flace eminentlf 
adapted to Andy and education, being fituated in 
a populous, yet a cheap country, aad expodng 
the mihds^nd manners oi your^ men neither to 
the levity and dilfoluienefs of a capital city; nor to 
iht grofs luxury of a town of coftnneroe, places 
naturally unpropitious to learning; in one tho 
defire of knowledge eadly gives way to the love 
of pleafutis, and in the other, is in danger of 
yielding to the love of money. 

The ftudents however are reprefented as at 
this time not exceeding a hundred. Perhaps it 
may be feme obftrudion to their increafe that 
there is no epifcopal chapel in the place. I law 
no reftfen for imputing their paucity to the pre- 
fent profeilbrs; nor can the expence of an aca- 
demical education be very reafonab]j( obje£ted. 
A ftudent of the higheft clais may heep his annual 
foffion^ or as the Engliih call ii^ his tern^ which 

lafts 
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hRs fevcn months, for about fifteen pounds, an4 
f^ue of lower rank for lefs tbin ten ; in whick 
teard> lodging, and inftrudion ure all incladed. 

The. chief nia^flrate refident in Ae univeriity, 
anfwering to our . vice^faancellor, and lo the 
redor roagnlficus on the continent, had common* 
ij the title of Lord Re£kor ; but being addrelTed 
ontj as Mr. Redorin an inaugoratory fpeecfaligr 
die prefent chancellor, he has fallen from bis 
former dignity of ftyle^ LorcUhip was very Itbe* 
caily annexed. by our anceftors to any ftation or 
chara&er of dignity : They faid, the Lord Ge-^ 
necal,. and Lord Ambaflador; fo we ftill fay, 
ony Lord, . to the judge upon the circuity and yet 
retain in our Liturgy the Lords of the CounciU 

Ih wiiUcing among the ruins of relijgious build-' 
logs, we came to two vaults over which had^ 
formerly flood the houfe of the fub-prior. One 
of the vauks was inhabited by an old woman, t 
who claimed the right of abode there, as the wi« 
doW'of a man whofe anceflors had poflkfled the 
fame gloomy manfton for no lefs than four gene«- 
rations. The right,, however it began> waas 
coniidered as efflabliflted by legal prefoription, . 
and the old woman lives undifturbed. She thinks * 
however that (he has a claim to fomething more : 
than fu^srance-; for as her huiband's name was > 

Bruce^ > 
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Bruce, (he is allied to royalty, and told Mr. 
Bofwell that when there were perfons of quality 
in the place, fhe was didinguifhed by fome no<* 
tice ; that indeed fhe is now negleded, but fhe 
fpins a thread, has the company of her cat^ and 
is troubkfome to nobody. 

Having now feen whatever this ancient city 
offered to our'^curiofity, we left it with good 
wifhes, Jiaving reafon to be highly pleafed with 
the atte;ntion that was paid us. But whoever 
furveys the world mufl fee many things that give 
him pain. The kindnefs of the profeflbrs did not 
contribute to abate the uneafy remembrance of 
^n univerfity declining, a college alienated, ard 
a church profaned and haftening to the ground. 

St. Andrews indeed has formerly fuffered more 
atrocious ravages and more extenfive deflru3ion, 
but recent evils affeS with greater force. We 
xifcre reconciled to the fight of archiepifcopai 
ruins. The diflance of a calamity from the pre- 
fent time feems to preclude the mind from contad 
or fympathy. Events long pafl are barely known ; 
they are not confidered. We read with as little 
'emotion the violence of Knox and his followers, 
as the irruptions of Alaric and the Goths. Had 
the univerfity been deftroyed two centuries ago, 
wefhould not have regretted it; but to fee it 

\ pining 
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pining in decay and ftruggling for life, filfe ^he 
mind with nM>urnful im^es and inelFedual 

ABERBROTHIC 

As we kaew forrow and wifhe^ to be vain, it 
was now our builnefs to mindr our way. The 
roads of Scotland a£Ford little diverfion to the tra« 
veller, who feldom fees himfelf either encoun- 
tered or overtaken, and who has nothing to con« 
template but grounds that have no vifible boun« 
daries, or .are feparated by walls of loofe ftone* 
Fronn the bank of the Tweed to St Andrews i 
had never feen a fingle free,, which I did not be- 
lieve to have grown up far within the prefent 
century. Now. and then about a gentleman's 
houfe ftands a fmall plantation, which in Scotch 
is called a policy, but of thefe there are few, and 
thofe few all very young. Thfe variety of fun 
and ihade is here utterly unknown. There is no 
tree for cither fhelter or timber. The oak and 
the thorn is equally a flranger, and the whole 
country is extended in uniform nakedneG, except 
that in the road between Kirkaldy and Cowpar, 
1 paffed for a few yards between two hedges. A 
tree might be a fliow in Scotland as a horfe in 
Veitice. At St. Andrews Mr. Bofwell found on!y 
one, and recommended it to my notice; I told 

him 
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iiitn4hat it wat rovg|k ztdio^y or lodksd as if f 
thouf^ fa ThiMf (aid he, n noibing to 'anotliBr- 
a few miles o£ Iwasftillllers delighted to. ketr 
that another tree was not to be feen nearer*. 
Nay,, faid ageoilcniantfaat ilood J^jr, Ikoow bot^ 
of this and;that tree in the countj^.. 

The I>9w1afids^f Sco^and had onee imdoolf^ 
•dijr m ef}iiai portion of woods wi(h other ooQft«^ 
^•iesi ForeRs- are cvorf whore gradually dimi— 
Btfiied, as arcbite6kiire and Cttltivttlioii {M-eratl lyjr^ 
die incveafe of people and the introdudton of arts. . 
But Ibelieveftiw regions have been denuded like- 
Ibis, where many oenturies imrfthave paf&d in ' 
vralle wttfaout ihe leaft thought of future i'upply*. 
Davfes obferves in his account of Ireland, that no < 
IHihman had ever planted an orchard. For that 
isqgiigence fome excofem^t be drawn from an- 
ttnfettledilateof life, and the inftabtlfty of pro-- 
perty.; boffin Scotland pofieflion-h^s long been 
fecure, and inheritance regular, yet it may be 
doubted whether beforerthe Union any Lowlander 
between £dnihurgh and £n|^and'4iiid ever fet m^ 
tree. 
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Of this improvidence no other account can be 
given than that it probably began in times of 
lumult;, and continued becaufe it ted .begun% 
EftabMhed cuflomas not eaffly broheB^ tiil fome \ 

great 1 
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greit event fliakes the whole fyftem of things, 
^Ipd life feemt to T»<oocntBetice upon new princi* 
jkis. That hefere At umon At Soott had littk- 
trade and little money, is no valid afdogy ; for 
plioitation 1$ the leaft catpenfive of all methods of 
mppovetnem. To dfopsfeed into the ground' 
cm\ coft fiDtliti^, JHid the >troiihle is not great ol 
pfotefting thejDUDg pknt, :lill k lis out cf danger;, 
fhovi^ it flavft be albvicd tohaiTe fbne dlifioulty ' 
'm plnees lihe tiiefe, where thcjr hiv^e neither 
woodiM- ptAiMoesy nor tfaomsibr he^ei. 

* 

Our mmy wm over the l^itA of Tay, where, 
fhotlg^ tihe water was not wide^ we paid (bur 
ihiMifl^ for ferrying the ohatfe. In Sootlaod the 
nete&f ies of life «re eafiiy prooured, hut fufter- 
flttkies and elegancies , are of the fiune price at 
Ibaft IS in England, and therefore may be oonii* 
dered as much dearen 

We flopped a-while at Dundee, where I iv- 
memlber nothing feflaai4able, and mountbig our 
dhaife again, came abom the dofe of the tlay to 
Aberbrotbick. 

The monaflery of Aberbrothick is of great ro* 
nown in the hiflory of Scotland. Its ruins afford 
ample teiHmony of its ancient magni6cence : Its 
extent might, I fuppofe, eafily be found by follow- 
ing 
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ing the' walls among the grafs and weeds, and Its 
height is known by fome p^rts yet (landing. The 
arch of one of the gates is entire, and of another 
only fo far dilapidated as to diveriify the appear- 
ance. A fquare apartment of great loftinefs is 
yet {landing ; its ufe I could not conjedkure, as 
its elevation was very difproportionate to its area* 
Two corner towers particularly attraded our at- 
tention. Mr* Bofwell, whofe inquiiitivenefs is^ 
feconded by great antiquity, fcrambled in at a 
high window, but fdhnd the ftairs within broken^ 
and could not reach the top. Of the other tower 
we were told that the inhabitants fometimes 
climbed' it, but we did not immediately difcern^ 
the eit trance,, and as the night was gatherings 
upon us, thought proper to deiift; Men (killed 
in architeSure might do what we did not at*- 
tempt :. They might probably form an exaft 
ground-plot of this venerable edifice.^ They may, 
from ibme parts yet (landing conjedure its ge- 
neral form, and perhaps by comparing it with 
other buildings of the fame kind and the fame. 
age, attain an idea very near tq truth. I (hould 
fcarcely have regretted my journey, had it af* . 
forded nothing more than the fight of Aberbro- ' 
thick. 
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MONTROSE. 

Leaving thefe fragments of magnificence^ we 
travelled on to Montrofe, which we furveyed in 
the morning, and found it well built, airy, and 
clean. The town-houfe is a handfome fabric 
with a portico. We then went to view the Eng- 
lifh chapel, and found a fmall church, clean to a 
degree unknown in any other part of Scotland, 
with commodious galleries^ and what was yet Ie(s 
expeded^ with an organ. 

• 

At our inn we did not find a reception fuch as 
we thogght proportionate to the commercial opu- 
lence of the place ; but Mr. Bofwelt defired me to 
obferve that the inn-keeper was an Englilhmanj 
and I then defended him as well as I could. 

When I had proceeded thus fer, I had oppor- 
tunities of obferving what I had never .heard, that 
there are many beggars in Scotland. In Edin- 
biirgh the proportion is, I think, not lefs than ir^ 
London, and in the fmaller places it is far greater 
than in Engli(h Jowns of the fame extent. It 
muft, however, be allowed that they are not im- 
portunate, nor ckmarous. They folicit filently, 
or very medeftly, and therefore though their be- 
haviour may ftrike with more force the heart of a 
ftranger, they are certainly in danger of miffing 

tha 
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the attention of their countrymen. NoveUy has 1 

always fome power, an iinaccuftonKd mode 6F 

begging excites an uhaccuftomed degree of pity. v{ 

But the force of novelty is by its own oatur€ ioon- 

at tn end ; the efficacy of outcry and perfeverance 

11 permanent and certain. . ^ 



The road from Montrofe exhibited a continu- 
ation of the fame appearances*^ The country is 
flttl nakisd, the hedges are of ftone, and the fields^ 
fo generally plowed that it is hard to imagine 
where graf^ is found (or the horfes that till them. 
The harveft, which was i^moft ripe^ appeared 
very plentiful. 

Early in the afternoon Mr. BoNrell otferved^ 
that we were at no great diftance from the houfe 
of lord Monboddo. .The magnetifm of his con- 
"verfation eafiiy drew us out of otir way, and the 
entertainment which- we received would have- 
l)een a fufficieni recompence for .a much greater 
deviation. 

The roads beyond Edinburgh, as^ they are le& 
frequented, tnvA be expe6ked to grow gradually 
rougher; btit they were hitherto by no means in* 
commodious. We traveDed! ob wtth the gentie 
pace of a Scotch drrver, who Itavkig no rivals in 
expeditioa^ neither gives htmfelf nor his horfes^ 
unneceflary trouble. We did not affeS the im?* 
patience we did not feel^ bat were iatisfied with* 

the: 
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the compsny of each other as well ridhig in th^ 
chaife, as fitting at an inn. The night and the 
day are equally folitary and e<{ually fafe; for 
where there are fo few travellers, why fliouUt 
there be robbers } 

ABERDEEN. 



We came fomewbat late to Aberdeen, and 
found the inn fo full, that we had fome difficulty 
in obtaining admifion, till Mr. Bofwell made 
fatmfiefK known : fits name o?erpowered all ob- 
jeQion, and we foond a very good bonfe and 
cinl trettioeat; 

I received the next day a very kind tetter from 
Al e x a nde r. Gordon, whom I had formerly knowi> 
in London, and after a ceflation of ail intercoorfe 
for near twenty years found here pro£eflbr of phy« 
fie in the King's G>llege. S«ch unexpeded re» 
neWais of acquamtance may be numbered among: 
the inofl picking inciderrts of life* - 

The knowledge of one profeflor foon procured 

me the notice of the reft, and I did not want any 

token of regard, being conduced wherever there 

DjQMany thing which I defired to fee, and enter- 

tamS^iit 6nce with the novelty of the place, and 

the kin(ihefs of communicationv 

To- 
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To write of the cities of our own Uland witR 
the folemnity of geographical defcription, as if 
■we had been caft upoh a newly difcovercd coafl:, 
has the appearance of very frivolous often tation ; 
yet as Scotland is little known to^the greater part 
of thofe who may read thefe obfervations, it is not 
fuperfluous to relate^ that under the name of A<- 
berdeen are comprifed two towns ffanding abou'r 
ia mile diftant from each other, but governed, E 
think, by the fame magiflrateSk 

Old Aberdeen is the ancient epifcopal city, lit 
which are ftiil to be feen the remains of the ca- 
thedral. It has the appearance of a town in de- 
cay^ being built in times when commerce was 
yet unftudied, with very little attention to the- 
commodities of the harbour. 

New Aberdeen has all the buttle of profpe* 
rous trade^ and all the (hew of increafing opu* 
lence. It is built by the water-iide. The houfes 
are large and lofty, and the ftreets fpaciousand 
clean. They build almoft wholly with the gra* 
niteufed in the new pavement of the ftreets of 
London, which is well known not to want hard<- 
nefs, yet they fliape it eafily. It is beautiful and; 
muft be very lifting, 
• ■> 

What particular parts of coinraerce are chiefly 

ezercifed by the merchants of Aberdeen^ I have 

• not 
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not inquired. The manufadure which forces 
itfelf upon ailrangei'*s eye is tha't of knit-ftock- 
ingSy on which the wbmen of the lower clafs are 
vifibly employed. 

In each of thefe towns there is a college^ -cfc 
in ftri3er la§guage^ an univerdty ; for in both 
there are profefTors of the fame parts of learnings 
and the colleges hold thej§fenions and confer de- 
grees feparately, with total independence of One 
on the other* * 



In old Aberdeen (lands the King's College, of 

which the firft prefident was HeQor Boece, of 

Boethius, who may be jtiftly reverenced one of 

the revivers of elegant learning. When he ftu- 

died at Paris, he was acquainted with Erafmus, 

who afterwards gave him a public teftimony p£ 

his efteem, Jxy infcriVing to him a catalogue of 

his works. The ftile of Boethius, though, per- 

liapsj^ not always rigoroufly pure, is formed with 

great diligence upon ancient models, and wholly 

uninfefted with monaftic barbarity. His hiftory 

is written with elegance aiW vigour, but his fa- 

buloufnefs and credulity are juftly blamed. His 

fabuloufnefs, if he was the author^of the fiSions, 

is a fault for which no apology can be made ; but 

liis credulity may be excufed in an age, when all 

flien were crjpdulpus. Learning was then rifing 

on 
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gn thewcn-Id; but ages b long acoiftoinfld t# 
darkoefi, were too much dszzlad with its Ugbt to 
fee any thing diAindly. Ibe firft race of fcbo* 
lars, in the fifteenth century, aiid (ome time «& 
ter, were, for the mod part, learning to fpeak, 
rather than to think, and were therefore more 
ftodioiH of ekgiMicc than of truth. The contem* 
pof aries 6f Boetbius tfaooght it fiifleient to know 
vhat the ancients bad delivered. The examtfM« 
tk>n of tenets snd of SsudU was referyed for aiH 
4Dther generatioo. 

Boethius, as prefident of the univerfity, en- 
joyed a re^renue of forty Scottifli marks, about 
two pounds four Ihil lings and fix-pence of fterU 
ing money. In the preient age of trade and 
taxes, it is difficult even for the imagination fo to 
raife the value of money, or fo to diminifh the 
demands of life, as to fuppofe four and forty {hil- 
lings a year, an honourable ilipend ; yet it w^ 
probably equal, not only to the needs, but to the 
rank of Boethius. The wealth of England was 
undoubtedly to that of Scotland more than %ve to 
one, and it is known that Henry the eighth, 
among whoib faults avarice was never reckoned, 
granted to Roger Afchao^ as a reward of his 
learniag, a penfion of ten pounds a year.^ 

The other, called the Marifehal College, is ia 

At new towm The hall is larg^ and well li^ti^. 

Gilt 
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One of its oroaments is the pifiure of Arthur 
. JohnAoDy who was principal of the college, and 
who holds among the Laiin poets of Scotland the. 
next place to the ekgant Buchanan, 

In the library I was (hewn fome curlofities ; a 
Hebrew nunttfibripc of esquifite penm^nfliip, and 
a Latin tranilation of Ariftotle's Politicks by Leo- 
nardus Aretinus, written in the Roman charader 
with nicety and beauty^ which, as tbe art of 
printing has made them no longer neceSary, are 
not now to be found. This was one of the lateft 
performances of the tranfcribers, for Aretinus 
died but about twenty years before typography 
was invented. ^Tbis verfion has been printed, 
and may be foqnd in libraries, but is little read ; 
tor the fame books have been fince tranilated botli 
by Vidoriu^ and Lambinus, who lived in an age 
more cultivated, but perhaps owed in part to 
Aretinus that th^y were able to excel him. Much 
is due to thofe who firft broke the way to know« 

9* ledge, and left only to their fucceflbrs the talk of 

fmoothing it 

* 

In both thefe colleges the methods of inftru^lon 
are nearly the fame ; the ledures di£Fering only 
by the accidental difference of diligence, or abi- 
lity in the profeflbrs. The ftudents wear fcarlet 
gowns and the profeflbrs black, which is, 1 be« 
lieve, the academical drefs in all the Scotti(huni« 

verfitiesi 
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verfities^ except that of Edinburgh, where the 
fcholars are not diftingirifhed by any particular 
habit. In the King's College there is kept a pub« 
lie table, but the fcholars of the Marifchal CoI« 
lege aive boarded in the town. The expence of 
living is here, according to the information that 
I could obtain^ fomewbat more than at St. An« 
drews^ 

The courfe of education is extended to four 
years, at the end of which thofe who take a de- 
gree, who are not many, become mafters of arts, 
and whoever is a mafter may, if he pleafes,' imme- 
diately become a doSor. The^itle of do£i:or, 
however, was for a coniiderable time beftowed 
only on phyiicians. The advocates are examined 
and approved by their own body ; the minifters 
wef e not ambitious of titles, or were^fraid of be* 
ingcenfured for ambition; and the.dodiorate in 
every faculty was commonly given or fold into 
jother countries. Th^ minifters are now recon- 
ciled to diftinSion, and as it muft always happen 
that fome will excel others, have thought gradu- 
ation a proper teflimony of uncommoq abilities 
or acquifitions. > 

The indifcriminate collation of degrees has 
juftly taken away that refpefi whic]^ they origin* 
nally claimed as ftamps. by which the literary 
value of men fa diftinguiflxed was authoritatively 

denoted. 
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denoted. That academical honours, or any others 
(hould be conferred with exad proportion to me* 
tit, is more than human judgement or human in- 
tegrity have given reafon to expefi. Perhaps 
degrees in univerfities cannot be better adjuAed by 
any general rule than by the length of time paQed 
in the public profefGon of learning. An Englifh 
or Iri(h do£torate cannot be obtained by a very 
young man, and it is reafonable to fuppofe, what 
is likewife by experience commonly found true, 
that he who is by age qualified to be a dodor, 
has in fo much time gained learning fufScient not 
to defire it. 

The Scotch univerfities hold but one term or 
feflion in the year. That of St. Andrews conti- 
nues eight months, that of Aberdeen only five, 
from the firft of November to the firft of April. 

In Aberdeen there is an Engliih chapel, iit 
which the congregation was numerous and fplen- 
did. The form of public worfhip ufed by the 
church of England is in Scotland legally praSifed 
in licenfed chapels ferved by clergymen of Eng- 
li(h or Irifli ordination, and by tacit connivance 
quietly permitted in feparate congregations fup- 
plied with minifters by the fucceflbrs of the bi- 
fhops who were deprived at the Revolution. 

We came to Aberdeen on Saturday Auguftaf* 
On Monday we were invited into the town-hall, 

B where 
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where I had the freedom of tho city given me by 
the Lord Provoft. The honour conferred had 
all the decorations that politenefs could add, and 
what I am afraid I (hould not have^had to fay of 
any city fouth of the Tweed, \ found no petty 
ofGcer bowing for a fee. 

The parchment containing the record of ad- 
miflion is, with the feal appending, faftened to a 
riband and worn for one day by the new citizen 
in his hat. 

By a lady who faw us at the chapel, die Earl 
of Errol was informed of our arrival, and we had 
the honour of an invitation to his feat, called 
Slanes Caftle, as I am told, improperly, from the 
caftle of that name, which once ftood at a place 
not far diftant. 

The road beyond Aberdeen grew mor« ftony^ 
and continued equally naked of all vegetable de* 
coration. We travelled over a traS of ground 
near the fea, which, not long ago, fufFered a very 
uncommon, and unexpefied calamity. The fand 
of the (here was railed by a tempeft in fuch quan- 
tities, and carried to fuch a diil^nce, that an eftate 
was overwhelmed and loft. Such and fo hopelefs 
was the barrennefs fuperinduced, that the owner^ 
when he was required to pay the ufual tax, de- 
Cred rather to refign the ground. 

• SLANES 
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SLANES CASTLE. THE BULLER 

OF BUCHAN. 

Wc came in the afternoon to Slanes Caftic, 
built upon the margin of the fea,' fo that the walls 
of one of the towers feem only a continuation of 
a perpendicular rock^ the foot of which is beaten 
by the waves. To walk round the houfe feemed 
impradicable. From the windows the eye wan« 
ders over the fea that feparates Scotland from Nor- 
way, and when the winds beat with violence muft 
enjoy all the terrific grandeur of the tempeffuous 
ocean. I would not for my amufement wiih for 
k ftorra ; but as florms^ whether wiihed or nor^ 
will fometimes happen, I may fay, without vio- 
lation of humanity, that I ihould willingly look 
out upon them from Slanes CafUe. 

When we were about to take our leave, our 
departure was |)rohibited by the cbuntefs till we 
ihould have feen two places upon the coaft, which 
(he rightly confidered as worthy of curiofity. Dun 
Buy, and the Builer of Buchan, to which Mr. Boyd 
very kindly conduced us. 

Dun Buy, which in Erfe Is faid to fignify tbe 
Yellow Rock, is a double protuberante of ftone^ 
open to tHe main fea on one iide, and parted from 
the land by a very narrow channel on the other. 
It has its name and its colour from the dung of 

B 2 inntt- 
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innumerable fea-fowls, which in the Spring chufe 
this place as convenient for incubation, and have 
their eggs and their young taken in great abund- 
ance One of the birds that frequent this rock 
has, as we were told, its body not larger thana 
duck's, and yet lays eggs as large as thofe of a 
goofe. This bird is by the inhabitants named a 
Coot. That which is called Cpot in England, is 
here a Cooter. 

Upon thefe rocks there was nothing that could 
long detain attention, and we foon turned our 
eyes to the BuIIer, or Bouilioir of Buchan, which 
no man can fee with indifference, who has either 
fenfe of danger or delight in rarity. It is a rock 
perpendicularly tubulated, united on one fide with 
a high fhore, and on the other riflng fleep to a 
great height, above the main fea. The top is 
open, from which may be feen a dark gulf of 
water which flows into the cavity, through a 
breach made in the lower part of the inclofing 
rock. It has the appearance of a vafl well bor- 
dered wiih a wall. The edge of the Buller is not- 
wide, and to thofe that walk round, appears very 
narrow. He that ventures to look downward fees 
that if his foot fhould jlip, he mufl fall from his 
dreadful elevation upon ftones on one fide, or into ' 
the water on the other. We however went rounds 
and were glad when the circuit was completed. 

When 
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When we came down to the fea^ we faw fomc 
boats,, and .rowers, and refolved to explore the 
Bulkr at the bottom. We entered- the arch, 
which the water had made, and found ourfelves 
in a place, which; though we could not think 
ourfelves m danger^ we could fcarcely furvey 
'without fpmc recoil of the mind. The bafon in 
which we floated was nearly circular, perhaps 
thirty yards in diameter. We were inclofed by 
a natural wall,, rifing fteep> on every fide to a 
^ight whidi produced the idea of infurmount*- 
abfe confinement. The interception of all late- 
ral light caufed a difmal gloom. Round us was 
a perpendicular rock,^ above us the diftant fky, 
and below an unknown profundity of water. If 
I had any malice againft a: walking fpirit, ind'ead* * 
©f laying him in the Red-fea, I would condemn: 
him to refide in the BuHer of Buchan. 

But terror without danger is only one of the 
i^Horts of fancy, a voluntary agitation of the mind 
that is permitted no longer than it pleafes. We 
were foon at leifure to examine the place with 
minute infpeSuon, and found many cayities 
which, as the watermen told us, went backward 
to a depth which they had never explored. Their 
extent we had not time to jtry ; they are faid t© 

/ B- 3 fervc- 
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ferve different purpofes. Liadies come hither 
ibmetimes in the fummer with collations^ and 
faiugglers make them (lore-houfes for cllsmde^ 
fline merchandife. It^ is hardly to be doubted 
but the pirates of ancient times often ufed them 
as magazines of arms^ or repoiitories of plunder. 

To the little veflets ufed by the northern 
rowers, the Buller may baf« ferved as. a 
(belter from ftorms, and perhaps as a retreat 
from enemies ; the entrance might have been 
flopped, or guarded with little difficulty, and 
though the veflfels that were ftationed within 
would have been battered with ftones fliowered 
on them from abovs^ yet the crews would hav<^ 
lain fafe in the caverns. ,* 

Next morning we continued our journey^ 
pleafed with the reception at Slanes Caftle, of 
which we had now leifure to recount fhe gran- 
deur and t^e elegance ; for our way afforded us 
few topics of converfation. The ground was 
neither uncultivated nor unfruitful ; but it was 
fiill arable. Of flocks or herds there was no ap* 
pearance. I had now travelled two hundred miles 
in Scotland, and ieen only one tree not younger 
than myfelf. 

BAMFF. 
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B A M F F. 

We dined this day at tKc houfe of Mr; Prazer' 
of Streichton, who (hewed us in his grounds 
fome (tones yet ftianding of a druidical circle, 
and what I began to think more worthy of notice^ 

fome foreft trees of full growths 

♦ 

At night we came to Bamff, wlj^re f remcm^ 
ber nothing that particularly claimed my atten- 
tion. The ancient towns of Scotland have ge- 
nerally an appearance unufdal to Engltflimen. 
Thc'houfes, whether great or fmall, are fbr the 
moft part built of flones. Their ends are now 
and then next the ft'reets, and' the entranee 
into them is very often by a flight of fteps^ 
which reaches up to the fecond ftory. The floor 
which is level with the ground- being entered 
only by ftairs defoending within the houfe. 

The art of joining, fquares oi glafs with lead is 
little ufed in Scotland, and in fome places is to- 
tally forgotten. • The frames of their windows 
are all of wood. They are more frugal of their 
glafs-than the Engli(b> and will often, in houfes 
not otherwife mean, compofe a fquare of two 
pieces^ not joining like cracked glafs, -but with one 
f edge laid perhaps half an iilch over* the other. 

Thetr wuidows do not move upon hinges, but 
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are pufliech up and drawn down in grooves^ yet 
they are feldom accommodated with weights and 
pullies. He that would have his window open 
muft hold it with his hand, unlefs what mav be 
fometimes found among good contrivers, there 
be a nail which he may ftick into a hole^ to keep 
it from falling. 

What cannot be done without fome uncom- 
mon trouble or particular expedient, will not 
often be done at all. The incommodioufnefs of 
the Scotch windows keeps them very clofcly (hut. 
The neceffity of ventilating human habitations 
has not yet been found by our Northern neigh • 
bours;.and even 19 bftufes well built and elegantly 
furnifhed, a flranger ma^ be fometimes forgiven, 
if he allows himfelf to Wifli for fielher air« 

Thefe diminutive obfervations feem to take away 
fomething from the dignity of writing, and there- 
fore are never communicated but with hefitation, 
and a little fear of abafement and contempt. But 
It muft be remembered, that life confifis not ot a 
feries of illuftrious aSions, or elegant enjoyments ; 
the greater part of our time paffes in compliance 
with' neceflities, in the performance of daily duf 
ties, in the removal of fmall inconveniences, 4n 
the procurement of petty pleafures; and we are 
'Well or ill at eafe, as the main ftream of life 
glides on fmoothly, or is ruffled by fpuall obAacles 
and frequent Interryption, The true ftate of 

every 
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every nation is the (late of common life. The 
manners of a people are not to be found^m the 
fchools of learning, or the palaces of gceatneft| 
where the national charaSer is obfcured or obli- 
terated by travel oi' inftru^tion by philofophy or 
vanity ; nor is public happinefs to be eftimated 
by the aflemblies of the gay, or the banquets of 
the rich. The great mafs of nations is neither 
rich nor gay: they whofe aggregate conditutes 
th» people, are found in the ftreets, and the vil- 
lages, in the (hops and farms ; and from them 
collcaively confidered, rauft the meafure of ge- 
neral profperity be taken. As they approach to 
delicacy a nation is refined, as their ccHiveniencea 
are multiplied, a nation, at leaft a commercial 
nation, . muft be denominated wealthy. 

ELGIN. 

Finding nothing to detain us at Bam (F, we fet 
out in the morning, and having breakfaded at 
Cullen, about noon came to Elgin, where in the 
inn, that we fuppofed the beft, a dinner was fet 
before us, which we could not eat. This was the 
firft time, and except one^ the lad, that I found 
any reafon to complain of a Scotifh table ; and 
fuch difappointments, I fuppofe, muft be expeSy 
ed in every country, where there is no great fre- 
quency of travellers. 

* B 5 The 
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The ruins of the cathedral of Elgin affbrcfed 
us another proof of the wafte of reformation. , 
There is enough yet remaining to (htw, that it 
was once n^agnificent Its whole plot is eafily 
traced. On the north fide' of the choir, the 
chapter-houfe, which is roofed with an arcTi of 
Hone, remains entire ; and on the fouth fide, an- 
other mafs of building, which wecouldnot enter, 
is preferved by the care of the family of Gordon ; 
but the body of the church is a mafs of fragmems* 

A paper was here put into our hands, which 
deduced from fufEcient authorities the hiftory of 
this venerable ruin. The church of Elgin had, 
in the inteftii^e tumults of the barbarous ages, 
been laid w^afte by the irruption of a highland 
chief, whom the bifiiop had offended ; but it was 
gradually reftored to the ftate, of which the traces 
may be now difcerned, and was at lafrnot deftroy- 
ed by the tumultuous violence of Knox, but more 
Ihamefully fufFered to dilapidate by deliberate rob- 
bery and frigid indifference. There is ftill ex- 
tant, in the ^ books of the council,* an order, of 
which I cannot remember the date, but which 
was doubtlefs iflued after the Reformation, di- 
reding that the lead, which covers the two ca- . 
thedrals of Elgin and Aberdeen, ffaall be taken 
away, and converted into money for the fupport 
of the arrpy^ A Scotch army was in thofe times 
very cheaply kept ; yet the lead of tvfo churches 

muft 
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mult have borne To fmall a proportion to any 
military expence^ that it is hard not to believe 
the reafon alledged to be merely popular^ and the 
money- intended from feme private purfe. The 
order however was obeyed ; the twp churches 
were dripped, and the lead was (hipped to be fold 
in HoUand. I hope every reader will rejoice that 
thisxrargo of facrilege was loA -at fea« 

Eet us not however make too much hade td 
defpife our neighbours. Our own cathedrals are 
mroulderin^ by unregarded dilapidation. It feemd 
to be part of the def picaUe philofophy of the time 
to defpife monuments of facred« magnificence, 
and we are in|^nger of doing that deliberately, 
which the Scots did not do but in the unfettled * 
ftits of an imperfed conftiturion. 

Thofe who had once uncovered the cathedrals 
never wifhed to cover them again; and being 
thus made ufelefs, they were firft negleSed, and 
perhaps, as tbeilone wa» wanted, afterwards de^ 
moli(hed»- 

Elgin feemsa place of tittfe trade, and thinly in* 
habited The epifcopal cities of Scotland, I believe^ ^ 
fenerally fell with their churches, though fome of 
them have finoe recovered by a fituation convent- - 
entHfor comiiicrce. Thus* Glafgow^ though it has 



36 A JOURNEY TO THE 

no longer an archbifhop, has rifen beyond its 
original (late by the opulence of its traders; and 
Aberdeen, though its ancient (lock had decayed^ 
' flour ifhes by a new (hoot in anpther place. 

• 

In the chief (Ireet of Elgin, the houfes jut over 
the loweft flory, like the old buildings of timber 
in London, but With greater prominence ; fo 
that there is fometimes a walk for a confiderable 
length under a cloifter, or portico, which is now 
indeed frequently broken, becaufe the n^w houfes 
have another form, but feems to have been uni* 
formly continued in the old city. 

FORES. CALDER. FORT GEORGE- 

f 

' We went forwards the fame ^ay to Fores, 
the town to which Macbeth was travelling, when 
he met the weird fifiers iii his way. This to an 
Englifhman is claflic ground. Our imaginations 
were heated, and our thoughts recalled to their 
old amufemefits. 

We had now a prelude to the Highlands. We 
began to leave fertility and culture behind us, 
and faw for a great length of road nothing but 
heath ; yet at Fochabats, a feat belonging to the 
duke of Gordon, there is an orchard, which in 
Scotland I had never feen before, with fome 
timber trees, and a plantation of oaks* 

At 
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At Fores we found good accommodation, but 
nothing worthy of particular remark, and next 
morning entered upon the road, on. which Mac-* 
bcth heard the fatal predldion ; but we travelled 
on not interrupted by promifes of kingdoms, and 
came to Nairn, a royal burgh, which^ if once it 
flouriihed, is now in a ftate of miferable decay ; 
but I know not whether its chief annual magif^ 
trate has not dill the title of Lord Provoft. 

At Nairn we may fix the verge of the High* 
lands; for here I firft faw peat fires, and firft 
heard the Erfe language. We had no motive to 
ftay longer than to breakfafl:, and went forward to 
the houfe of Mr. Macaulay, the minifler who 
publifhed an account of St. Kilda, and by his di- 
reSion viifited Calder Cafile, from which Mac* 
beth drew his fecond title. It has been' formerly 
a place of (Irength* The draw- bridge is ftill to 
be feen, but the moat is now dry. The tower 
is very ancient : Its walls are of great thicknefs, 
arched on the top with fione, and furrounded with 
battlements. The reft of the houfe is later, 
.though far from modern. 

We were favoured by a gentleman^ who lives^ 
in the caftle, with a letter to one of the officers 
At Fort George, which being the moft regular 

forti* 
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fortification in the ifland^ well defenres the notice 
of a traveller^ who has never travelled before. 
We went thither next day, found a very kind 
reception, were ledTound the works by a gentle* 
man; who explained the ure of every part, and* 
entertained by Sir Eyre G)ote, the governor,, 
with fuch elegance of converfatbn as- left us no:- 
attention ta the delicacies of his tabk; 
• 

Of Fort George I (hall not attempt to give- 
any account I cannot delineate it fcientifically,, 
and a loofe and popuUr defcription is of ufe only, 
when the imagination is tobe amufed/ There 
Was every where an appearance of' the utmoff'' 
neatnefs and regularity. But my fufFrage is of' 
little value, becaufethis and* Fort Auguftus-are- 
the only garrifons that! ever faw* 

We did not regret the time fpentat thfe Port,*, 
though in confeqnence of our delay we came- 
fomewhat late to Invernefs, the town- which may 
properly be caUed the capital of the Highlands. . 
Hither the inhabitants of the inland parts come 
to be fupplied with what they cannot make for 
themfelves: Hither the young nymphs of the* 
mountains and vallies are fent for education, and • 
as far as my oUervation has reached, are^Jlot fent < 
in vain. 

I N V E R- 
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INVERNESS, 

Invernefs was the laft place which had a re- 
gular communication by high roads with the 
fcuthern counties. AH the ways beyond: it have» 
I believe, been made by the foldiers in this cen- 
tury» At Invernefs therefore Cromwell, whea 
he fubdued Scotland, ftationed a garrifon, as at 
the boundary of the Highlands. The foldiers 
feem to have incorporated afterwards with the 
inhabitants, and to have peopled the place with 
an EngHih race ; for the language of this town 
has been long confidered as peculiarly elegant. 

Here is a caflle, called the caftle of Macbeth, 
the walls of which are yet flanding. It was no 
very capacious edifice, but flands upon a rock fo 
high and fteep, that I think it was once not ac-* 
ceflible, but by the help of ladders, or a bridge. 
Over ag^inft it, on another hill, was a fort buitt 
by Cromwell, now totally demolifhed $ for no 
fadion of Scotland loved the name of Cromwell, 
or had any deiire to continue his memory. 

Yet what the Romans did to other nations, 
was in a great degree done by Cromwell to the 
Scots ; he civilized them by conqueft, and intro- 
duced by ufcfui violence the arts of peace. I was 

told 
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told at Aberdeen that the people learned from 
Cromwell's foldiers to make flioes and to plant 
kail. 

How they lived without kailj it is not eafy to^ 
guefs : They cultivate hardly any other plant fop 
common tables^ and when they had not kail they 
probably had nothing. The numbers that'go^ 
barefoot are (lilt fufEcient to fhew that fhpes may 
be fpared-: They are not yet confidercd as necef^ 
faries of life ; for tall boys^, not otherwife meanly 
drefledy run without them in the (Ireets and in 
the iflands ; the fons of gentlemen pafs feveral 
of their firft years with naked feet. 

I know not whether it be not peculiar to the 
Scots to have attained the liberal^ without the 
manual arts, to have excelled i0 ornamental 
knowledge, and to have wanted not only the ele- 
gancies, but the conveniencies of common life. 
Literature fbon after its revival found it» way to 
Scotland, and from the middle of the fixteenth 
century, almofl to the middle of the feyenteenth^ 
the politer ftudies were very diligently purfued. 
The Latin poetry of Deliciae Pcetarum Scotorun» 
would have done honour to any tiation, at leaft 
till the publication of May's Supplement the 
Englifli had very little to oppofe. 

Yet 
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Yet men thus ingenious and inquifitive were 
content to live*in total ignorance of riie trades by 
which human wants are fupplied, and to fupply 
them by the grofleft means. Till the tJnioa 
made them acquaint^pd with Englifli manners, 
the culture of their lands was unfkilful, and their 
domeftic life unformed ; their tables were coarfe 
as theTeafisof Eikimeaux, and their houfes filthy 
as the cottages of Hottentots. 

kj Since tfeey have known that Iheir condition 

was capable of improvement, their progrefs in 

ofeful knowledge has been rapid and uniform! 

What remains to be done they will quickly do, 

and then wonder, like me, why that which was 

fo necelTary and fo eafy was fo long delayed* 

But they mud be for ever content to owe to the 

Englidi that elegance and culture, which, if they 

had been vigilant and afiive, perhaps^the Ehgliflk 

might have owed to them. 

♦ 

Here the appearance of life began to alter. I 

had feeri a few women with plaids at Aberdeen ; 

but at Invernefs the Highland manners are com<» 

mon. There is I think a kirk, in which only 

the Erfe language is ufed. There is likewife ah 

Englifh chapel, but meanly built, where on Sun* 

day we Jaw a very decent congregation* 

Wc 
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We were now to bid farewel to the luxury of 
travelling, and to enter a countiy upon«which 
perhaps no wheel has ever roH^. We could in- 
deed have ufed our 'poft-chaife one day longer, 
along themintary road to Port Auguftus, but we 
could havehised no horfes beyond Ikiveroefs, and 
we were not lb fparing of^ ourfelves, as to lead 
them, merely that we might have one day longeit 
the indulgence of a carriage. 

« 

■ 

At IdvernorsHherefore we proeured three horfes 
fer ourfelves and a ierrant. and one more for our 
baggage, which was no. very heavy load. . We 
found" in the. couriie of our journey the convc* 
nience o£ having difencumbered ourfelves,. by 
laying afide whatever we could fpare ; for it is not* 
to be imagined without experience, how in 
dimUng crags, and treading bogs,, and winding^ 
through narrow and obftruded pafTages, a little 
bulk will hinder, and a little weight will bur- 
then ; or how often a man that has pleafed him- 
felf at home with his own refolution, will, in the: 
hour of darknefs and fatigue, be content to leave 
behind him every thing but himfelf. 

LOUGH N E S a. 

We took two Highlanders to run befide us^ ' 
pactly to fhew us the way, and partly to take 

back. 
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back (nm the fea-fide the horfes, of which they 
were the owners. One of them was a man of 
great livelipefs ami aaivity, of whom his compar 
nioniaicl, that he would flbany horfe in Inver* 
nefik Both of them were civil and ready-handed. 
Civility feeois part of the national charader of 
Highlanders. Every chieftain is a ihonarch, and 
politenefs^ the natural produd of royal govern- 
ment, is diifufed from the bird through the 
whole clan. But they are not conmionly de^b* 
tei^oiis : their narrownefs of life confines them 
to a few operations, and they are accuftpmed to 
ciidure little v#its more than to remove them. 

We motinted our ftecds on the thirteenth of 
Auguft, and direded our guides to condud; us to 
Fort Auguftus. It is buiU at the head of Lough 
Nefs, of which Invernefe (lands at the outlet. 
The way between them has been cut by the fofc 
diers, and the greater part of it runs along a rock, 
levelled with great labour and- ezadnefs^ near 
the water-fide.. 

Mod of this day's journey was very pfeafant; 
The day, though bright, was not hot ; and the 
appearance of the country, if I had not feen the 
Peak, would have been wholly new. We went 
upon a furface fo hard and. level, that we had 

Uttl« 
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little care to hold the bridle^ and were therefore 
at full leifure for contemplation. On the left 
were high and deep rocks fhaded with birch, the 
hardy native of th^^th, and covered with fern 
or heath. On the right the limpid waters of 
Lough Nefs were beating their bank^ and waving 
their furface by a gentle agitation. Beyond them 
were rocks fometimes covered with verdure, and 
fometimes towering in horrid nakednefs. Now 
and then we efpied a little corn-field, which 
ferved to imprefs more ftrohgly the general barr, 
Tcnnefs* 

Lough Nefs. U about twenty-rour m3es long^ 
and from one mite to two miles broad. It is re«* 
markable that Boethius, in his defcription of 
Scotland, gives it twelve miles of breadth. When 
hiAorians or geographers exiiibit falfe accounts of 
places far diflant,- they may be forgiven, becaufe 
they can tell but what they are told ; and that 
their accounts exceed the truth may be juftly 
fiippofed, becaufe mod men exaggerate to others, 
if not to themfelvesr but Boethius lived atnc^ 
great diftance ; if he never faw the lake, he muft 
have been very incurious, and if he h^d feen it,, , 
bis veracity yielded to very flight temptations. , 

Lough Nefs, though not twelve miles broad,, 
is a very remarkable difibfion of water without 
iflands. It fiU« a large hollow between two 

ridges 
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ridges of high rocks, being fupplied partly by the 
torrents which fall into it on either flde, and 
partly, as is fuppofed, by fprings at the bot« 
torn. Its water is remarkably clear and pleafant, 
and is imagined by the natives to be medicinal. 
We were told, that it is in fome places a hundred 
and forty fathom d^^p, a profundity fcarcely €re« 
dible, and which probably thofe that relate it have 
never founded. Its fifh are falmon, trout, and 
pike. 

It was fald at Fort Auguftus, that Lough Nefs 
is open in the hardeft Winters, though a lake not 
far from it is covered with ice. In difcufllng thefe 
exceptions from^the courfe of nature, the firft 
queftion is, whether the fzGt be juftly dated. 
That which is ftrange is delightful, and a plead- 
ing error is not willingly deteded. Accuracy of 
narration is not very con(imon, and there are kw 
fo rigidly philofophical, as not to reprefent as 
perpetual, what is only frequent, or as conflant^ 
what is really cafual. If it be true that Lough 
Nefs never freezes, it is either fheltered by its 
high banks from the cold blafts, and/expofed only 
to thofe winds which have more power to agitate 
than congeal ; or it is kept in perpetual motion 
by the rufli of (Ireams from the rocks that inclofe 
it. Its profundity thoqgh it fhould be fuch as is 
reprefented can have little part in tbi^exemption ; 

for 
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for though deep wefis are not frozen^ becaufe 
their water is fecluded'from the external air, yet 
where a wide fur face is expofed to the full in« 
fluence of a freezing atmofphere, I know not 
why the depth fhonid keep it open. Natural 
philofophy is now one of the favourite-ftudies of 
theScoftiflin^ion, and Lough Nefs well deferves 
to be diligently examined. 

The road on which we travelled, and which 
was itfelf a fource of entertainment, is made 
along the rock, in the diredion of the lough^ 
fometimes by -breaking off protuberances, and 
fometimes by cutting the great mafs of ftone to a 
Gonfiderable depth. The fragments are piled in 
a loofe wall on either fide, with apertures left at 
very fliort fpaces, to give a paflTage to the wintry 
currents. Part of it is bordered with low trees, 
from which our guides gathered nuts, and would 
have had the appearance of an Englifh lane, ex- 
cept that an Englifh lane is almoft always dirty. 
It has been made with great labour, but has this 
advantage, that it cannot, without equal labour, 
be broken up. 

Within *our fight there were goats feeding or 
playing. The mountains have red deer, but they 
came not within view ; and if what is faid of 
their vigilance and fubtlety be true, they have 
fome claim to that palm of wifdom, which the 
cafiern philofopher, whom Alexander interro- 
gated, gave to thofe beafts which live furtheft 
from men* Near 






WESTERN ISLAKTDS, &c. 47 

Near the way, by the water fide, we efpied a 
cottage. This was the firft Highland Hut that I 
had Teen ; and as our bufinefs was with life and 
manners, we were willing to vifit it. To enter 

« 

a habitation without leave, feems to be not con- 
fidered here as rudenefs or intrufion.' The old laws 
<of hofpitality ftill give this licence to a ftranger. 

A hut is conftruded with loofe ftones, ranged 
for the mod part with fome tendency to cfrcula- 
rity. It muft be placed where the wind cannot 
ad upon it with violence, becaufe it has no ce« 
ment ; and where the water will run eafily away^ 
becaufe it has no floor but the naked ground. The 
wall, which is commonly about fix feet high, 
declines from tlie perpendicular a little inward. 
Such rafters as can be procured are then raifed for 
a roof, and covered with heath, which makes a 
ftrong and warm thatch, kept from flying off by 
ropes of twified heath, of which the ends, reach« 
tng from the centre of the thatch to the top of 
^ wall, are held firm by the weight of a large 
fione. No light is admitted but at the entrance^ 
and through a hole in the thatcti, which gives 
vent to the fmoke. This hole is not direfily over 
tbe fire, left the rain Ihould extinguifli it ; and 
the fmoke therefore naturally fills the place before 
it efcapes. Such is the general ftru£hire of the 
houfes in which one of the nativei of thb opulent 

and 
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and powerful ifland has been hitherto content to 
live. Huts however are not more unifornl than 
palace; and this which we were infpeding was 
very far from one of the meaneftj for it was di- 
vided into feveral apartments ; and its inhabitants 
poflefled fuch property as a paftoral poet might 
exalt into riches. 

When we entered^ we found an old woman 
boiling goats-fle(h in a kettle. She fpoke little 
Englifli, but we had interpreters at hand ; and 
fhe was willing enough to difplay her whole fyf- 
tem of oeconomy. She has five children, of 
which none are yet gone from her. The eldeft^ 
a boy of thirteen, and herhufband, who is eighty 
years old, were at work in the wood. Her two 
next fons were gone to Invernels to buy meal, by 
which oatmeal is always meant. Meal ihe con-^ 
fidered as expenfive food, and told us, that in 
Spring, when the goats gave milk, the children 
could live without it. She is miArefs of fixty 
goals, and I faw many kids in an enclofure at this 
end of her houfe. She had alfo fome poultry. 
By the lake we faw a potatoe-garden, and a fmall 
fpot of ground on which flood four (bucks, con- 
taining each twelve (heaves of barley. She has 
all this from the labour of their own hands, and 
for what is necefTary to be bought, her kids apd 
her chickens are (ent to market. 

With the true pafloral hofpitality, (he a(ked 
us to fit down and drink whifky. She is religious, 

and 
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and though the kirk is four miles off, probabi/ 
eight Engliih miles, (he goes thither every Sun- 
day. We g$ive her a ihilling, and fhe begged 
fnuff ; for fnufF is the luxury of a Highland cot- 
tage. 

Soon after we came to the General's Hut, (b 
called becaufe it was the temporary abode of 
Wade, while he fuperintended the works upon 
the road. It is now a houfe of entertainment for 
paflengersy and we found it not ill ftocked with 
provifions. 

FALL OF FIERS. 

Towards evening we croflcd, by a bridge, the 
river which makes the celebrated Fall of Fiers. 
The country at the bridge ftrikes the imagination 
with all the gloom and grandeur of Siberian foli* 
tude. The way makes a flexure, and the moun- 
tains, covered with trees, rife at once on the left 
hand and in the front. We defired our guides to 
fhew us the Fall, and difmounting, clambered 
over very rugged crags, tilt I began to wifh that 
our curiofity mrght have been gratified with lefs 
trouMe and danger. We came at laft to a place 
where we could overlook the river, and faw a 
channel torn, as it feems, through black piles of 
flone, by which the ftream is obAruded and 
broken, till it comes toa very^fteepdefcent, of 
fuch dreadful depth, that we were naturally inclin- 
ed to turn afide our eyes. 

C But 
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But we vlfited the place at an unfeafonabk 
time, and found it divefted of its dignity and ter- 
ror. Nature never gives every thing at once. A 
long continuance of dry weather, which made the 
reft of the way eafy and delightful, deprived iw 
of the pleafure expe3ed from the Fall of Fiers. 
The river having now no water but what th€ 
fprings fupply, ftiowed us only a fwift current, 
clear and {hallow, fretting over the afperities of 
the rocky bottom, and we were left to exercife our 
thoughts, by endeavouring to conceive the efFe<!i 
of a thoufand dreams poured from the mountains 
jhto one chanfncl, ftruggling for expanfion in a 
narrow paflage, exafperated by rocks rifing in their 
way, and atlaftdifcliarging all their violence of 
waters by a fudden fall through the horrid chafm. 

' The way now grew lefs eafy, defcending by an 
uneven declivity, but without either dirt or dan- 
ger. We did not arrive at Fort Auguftus till it 
was late. Mr. Bofwell, who, between his father's 
merit and his own, is fure of reception wherever 
he comes, fent a fervant before to beg admiiTion 
and entertainment for that night, Mr. Trapaud, 
the governor, treated us with that courtefy which 
is.fo clofely conneQed with the military charac- 
ter. He came out to meet us beyond the gates, 
and apologized that, at -fo late an hour, the rules 
of a garrifon fufFered him to give us entrance 
at the poflern. 

FORT 
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FORT AUGUSTUS. 

In the inorning we viewed, the Fort, which is 
much lefs tlian that of St. George, and is faid to 
be commanded by the neighbouring hills. It was 
not long ago taken by the Highlanders. But its 
fituation feems well chofen for pieafure, if not 
for ftrength ; it (lands at the head of the lake, 
and, byafloop of fixty tuns,. is fupplied from 
Inverncfs with great convenience. 

We were now to crofs the Highlands towards 
the weftern coaft, and to content ourfelves with 
fuch accommodations, as a way fo little frequent- 
ed could afford. The journey was not formidable,* 
for it was but of two days, very unequally divid- 
ed, becaufe the only houfe, where we could be 
entertained, was not further off than a third of 
the way. We foon came to a high hill, which 
we mounted by a military road, cut in traverfes, 
fo that as we went upon^g higher flage, we faw 
the baggage following us below in a contrary 
direSion. To make this way, the rock has been 
hewrt to a level with labour that might have 
broken the perfevcrance of a Roman legion. 

C2 The 
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The country is totally denuded of its wood, 
but the (lumps both of oaks and .firs, which are 
dill found, (hew that it ha< been once a foreft of 
large timber. I do not remember that we faw 
any^ animals, but we were told that, in the 
mountains/ there are ftags, roebucks, go^ts and 
rabbits. 

We did not perceive that this traft was pof- 
feflcd. by human beings, except that once we 
faw a corn field, in which a l^dy was walking 
with fome gentlemen. Their houft was certain- 
ly at no great diftance, but fo fiiuated that we 
could not defcrv U. . 



Failing on through the drearinefs of folitude,. 
ve found a party of foldiers from the fort, work- 
ng on the road, undfer the fuperlntendence of a 
ferjeapt. We toW^them how kindly we had 
l^een treatecl at the garrifon, and as we were 
Cinjoying the benefit of their labours, begged 
kave to Ihew our gratitude by a fmall prefent. 



1 



A N O C H. 

EaFlV'ih the afternoon we came to Arfoch, s 
village in Cjlenmollifofi of three huts, one of 
which is diftinguifhed by a chimney. Here we 
were to dine and lodge, and were conduced 
through the firft room,, that had the chimney, 
into another lighted by a fmall glafs window. 

The 
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The landlord attended us with great civility, and 
told us wha^ he could give us to eat and drink. I 
found fome books on a flielf, among which were 
a vdlumfe or more elf Prideaux's Connexion. 

This I mentioned as fomething unexpeSed, 
and perceived that I did not pleafe him. I praifed 
the proprieiy of his language, and was anfwered 
that I need not wonder, for fie had IfeaYned it by 
grammar. 



» 



By fubfequent opportunuies oF olfervatlon, I 
Found that rny hoft's diQion had noticing peculiar. 
Thofe IJi.gl>l^nders that can fpeakEnglifli, com- 
monly fpeak it well^ with few, of the words, aiui 
fijtile of 'the tone by woict a Scotchman is diftin- 
^uiJhed.' Their lan^ua^e 4eems to have been 
learned in the. army ot the navy, or fcy fome 
communlcatidn with thofe who could give them 
good examples of accent and promunciation. By 
their Lowland neighbours they would not wil* 
lingly. be taught ; for they have long confidered 
them as a mean and degenerate race. Thefe 
prejudices are wearing faft away ; but fo much 
of them Hill remains, that when h a(ked a very 
learned minifter in the iflands, which they con- 
fidered as their moft favage clans : ** Thofe, faid 
" he, that live next the Lowlands." 

C3 As 
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As we came hither early in the day, we had 
time fufficient to furvey iUe place. The houfe 
was built like other huts of loofe Aones, but the 
part in which we dined and (lept was lined with 
turf and wattled with twigs, which kept the 
earth from falling. Near it was a garden of tur- 
nips and a field of potatoes. It (lands in a g\Gn, 
or valley, pleafantly watered by a winding river. 
But this country, however it may delight the 
gazer or amufe the naturalift, is of no great ad- 
vantage to its owners. Our landlord told us of a 
gentleman, who poflefles land, eighteen Scotch 
miles in length, and three in breadth; a fpace 
containing at lead a huiidred fquareEpgllfh 'miles. 
He has raifed his rents, tQ the d'anger of depojju- 
lating his farms, and he fells his timber, and by 
exerting every art of augmentation^ has obtained 
an yearly revenue of four hundred pounds^ whicji 
for a hundred fquare miles is three halfpence an 
acre. 

Some time after dinner we were furprifed by 
the entrance of a young woman, not inelegant 
either in mien or drefs, who aflted us whether wc 
would have tea. We ibund that (he was the 
daughter of our hoft, and defired her to make it. 
Her converfation, like her appearance, was gentle, 
and pleafing. We knew that the girls of the 
Highlands arc all gentlewomen, and treated her 

witk 
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with great refpefl> which (he received as cufto- 
mary and due, and was neither elated by it, nor 
eonfufedy but repaid^my civilities without emba- 
rafTnjexit, and told me how much I honoured her 
country by. coming. to furvey it. 

She had been at Ihvernefs to gain the common 
female qualifications,, and had,, like her father, 
the Engliih pronunciation. Iprefented her with 
a book, which I happened to have about me, and 
fliould not be pleafed to thinkthatlhe forgets me. 

Fn the evening* the foldiersj.whom w€ had' 
puffed on the road, came to fpend at our inn the 
little money that we had given them. They bad 
the true military impatience of coin in their 
pockets, and had marched ' at Icaft fix miles to 
find the firfl: place where liquor could be bought: 
Having never been before in a place fo wild and 
unfrequented, I was glad of their arrival, becaufe 
I knew that we had made them friends, and to 
gain ftill more of their good will, we went to 
them^ where they were caroufing in the barn, 
and added Something to our former gift. All that 
we gave was not much, but it detained them in 
the barn,, either merry or quarrelling, the whole 
night, and in the morning they went back to their 

•work, with great indignation at the bad qualities 
of whilky. 

C4 We 
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Wc had gained fo much the favour of our hoft, 
that, when we left his houfc in the mornir^, he 
walked by us a great way, and -entertained us with 
converfation both on his own condition, and that 
of the country. His life feemed to be merely 
paftoral, except thai hediflPered from fome of the 
ancient Nomades in having a fettled dwelfing. 
His wealth confifts of one hundred iheep, as many 
goats, twelve milk-cows, and twenty-eight beeves 
ready for the drover. 

From him we firft heard of the general difla- 
tisfaSion, which is now irhwfg the Highlanders 
into the other hemifphere ; and when I afked him 
whether they would ftay at home, if t*>ey were 
well treated, he anfwered with mdignatton, that 
fjQ map wallingly left his native country. Of the 
farm, which he himfelf occupied, the rent hads 
in twenty-five years, been advanced from five to 
tweaty pounds, which ht found himfelf fo liule 
j^blp to pay, that he would be glad to trjr hisfor* 
.tune in fome other place. Yet he owned tine 
j^eiUbnablenefs of raifuag the Higjblaad leasts in a 
certain degree, and decUred himfelf wiHing to 
pay ten pounds for the ground which lie had for- 
merly had for five. 

Our hod having amufed us for a time, r<efigned 
US to our guides. The journey of this day was 

long. 
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long, not that the difiance was great, but that the 
way was difficult. We were now in the borom 
of the Highlands, with full leifure to contemplate 
Jhfi iippear«qce add pno^nnie^ of juouniainous 
xegions^ fucb as 4iaive beep, in tnuxff countries, 
-the laft Kheltecs jof national diflrefr, ^nd are every 
-^fbcrp thefcenes x)f adventvires, ilratagems, fuN 
^piifes ^andfifcapes. 

MoNintaufious countries iirejiot paflfed but with 
4iiA\ciilty, not .meiifily fron^i die labour of climb- 
ing ; &F <to c^iipb is not always necei&ry : but 
jbec^p :tbat v^^hicb is not qiQuntaio is commonly 
,bo|^ ^hfough Y^^ich.t^e yrsLy mi^ :be picM with 
caution. Whf re tbe,re.^re ^llfi, there is much 
rain, and the torrents pouring down into tl^e iq* 
termediate fpaces, feldom find fo ready an outlet, 
jas not.to ^n^te, .-tilltt^ havelvQfeen the tex- 
,tiire of the ground. 

Of .the hills, wl^ich our journey jpflfered to the 
view on either fide, we did not takp the height, 
nor did we fee any that afloniflied us with their 
loftinefs. Towards the fummit of one,' there was 
^ white fpot, y^hich I ftiould hgyecaljed a naked 
rock, but the guides, who had better <&yes, an^ 
were acquiainted with the phaepomena pf the 
country, declared it to be fnow. It had already 
lafted to the end of Augufl, and was likely to 

C5 main- 
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maintain its conteft with the fun, till it (hould 
be re-inforced by winter. 

a \ 

•' . I • * 

The height of motm^aiDs phaofophically confi- 
dered is properly computed from the furface of 
the next fea ; but as it affcfts the eye or imagina- 
tion of the paffenger, as it makes either a fpeSa- 
cle or an obftruQion, it muft be reckoned froni 
the place where the rife begins to make a confi- 
derable angle with the plain. In extenfive con- 
tinents the land may, by gradual elevation, at- 
tain great height, without any other appearance 
than that of a plane gently inclined, and if a hill 
•placed upon fuch raifed ground foe defcribed, as 
having its altitude equal to the whole fpace above 
the fea, the reprefentation will be fallacious. . 

Thefe mountains may be properly enough 
meafured from the inland bafe ; for it is not much 
above the fea. As we advanced at evening to- 
wards the wcftern coaft, I did not obferve the de- 
xlivity to be greater than is neceffary for the dif- 
(harge of the inland waters. 

We paffed many rivers and rivulets, which 
commonly ran with a clear (hallow dream over 
a hard pebbly bottom. Thefe channels, which, 
feem fo much wider thaa the water they convey 
would naturally require, are formed by the vio- 
lence of wintry floods, produced by the accumu* 

lation 



WESTERN ISLANDJS, &c. 59 

lation of innumerable dreams that fall in rainy 

weather from the hills, and burfting away with 

refiflJefs impetuofity, make themfelves a paflage 

proportionate to their mafs. 
* 
Such capricious and temporary waters cannot 

be expeSed to produce many fifli. , The rapidity 

of the wintry deluge fweeps them away^ and the 

fcantinefs of the fummer flream would hardly 

fuftain them above the gro»uod/ This is the rea- 

fon why in ferdihg the northern rivers, no fifhes 

are feen, as in England, wandering in the water. 

Of the hills many may be called with Homer's 
Ida abundant in fpring^, but few. can deferve the 
epithet which he beftows upon Felibn by waving 
their leaves;. They exhibit very little variety; 
being almoft wholly covered with dark heath, and 
even^hat feems to be checked in its growth. 
What is not heath is nakednefs, a litde diveriified 
by now and then ^ ftfeam ruihing down thefleep. 
Ah eye accuftomed to flowery pafhJres and waving 
harvefts is aftoniflied and repelled by this wide 
extent of hopelefs fterility. The appearance is 
that of matter incapable of form or ufefiilnels, 
difmifled by nature from her care anddiHnherited 
of her favours, left in. its original elemental fiate, 
or quickened only with4)ne fullen ppwerofufelefs. 
vegetation. 

It 
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It ^i!l very rttuJily occur, that this tinfformity 
«f battetmaA can afford very little annirement to 
tlie tratdler ; tiiat it is eafy to fit at home and 
conceive rocks and beadi, and iraiei^HB; and 
that thefe journies are ufelefs labours, which nei- 
ther impregnate the imaginatton, nor enlarge the 
tinderftanding. It it tnae that of fiar the greater 
yskvt of tfatngs, ive imift content oorietves m\A 
iuch l^iliowledge «s defcrtption may eiibtbit, cr 
4H%al«gy ftipply ; but it is t-rue iUitsmfgi, Aat ihA 
ideas are alur;|y$ incomplete, and that at Jeaft, 
till we have compared thorn with realities, we do 
not know them to be juft. As we fee more, we 
become poflefled of. more certainties, and confe- 
quently gain more principles of feafoning, ^nd 
found a wider bafis of analogy. 

Regions mountainous and wild, thinly Inha- 
bited, and little cultivated, make a great part of 
the ea^th, and he that has never feen them, mufl: 
live unacquainted with much of the face df na- 
*^ure, and wKh one of the great fcenes of human 
^xiftcncc; • 

As the day advanced towards noon, we entered 
aifiarrow valley not very flowery, hut fufficiently 
Verdant. Our guides told us, that ihehorfcs could 
not travel all day wKhout rdft or meat, and intre^t- 
edus to ftop here, bccaufe nografs wouldbefcund 

in 
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in any oflier plbce. The feqncft -was reafonAlc 
«hd the argtinient cogent. We therefore wH* 
iiRflytdtlfnoiinttd and cfiyerted ourfeltes tis -the 
flace gate us t>iip6rtunrtjr. 

I lat down on a baolc, fucb as a writer of "Ro^ 
xnance might have delighted to feign. I. had in- 
deed no trees to whifper over my head, but a clear 
rivulet ftreariied at my fe^t. The day was calm, 
the air fob, and all was rudeners, ri]ence^,and fo^ 
Ittude. Before me, and on either iide, were high 
Tiills, which by hindering the eye from ranging^ 
forced the mind to find entertainment for Jtfelf. 
Whether I fpent the hour well I know not ; for 
here i fiift conceived the thoiight of this (KUtra- 
tion. 

■ 

We weve in this place jatt edfe and by choice, 
and had no evils to fuffiM* or to fear; yet the 
jiiKiginations>exoited by Ihe view-of an unknown 
•nd 4xntr»velied wildernefe arenot^fttc^h as arife 
in'thejartfficial folitudetif pai^ks and gardens, a 
Aattcring ncAioniof feM^fiifficieney, a placid in- 
tlttigeiiQe of vxrimttaFy ddufions, a fecure expan- 
iionof the fancy, or a eool eontsentratton of the 
mental powers. The phantoms "u^itch haunt a 
defert are want, and mlfery, and danger ; the evils 
of dereliSion rufh upon the thoughts; man is 
made unwillingly acquainted with his own weak* 

nefs. 



€2 A JOURNEY TO THE 

nefsy and meditation (hews him only how little 
he can fuftain^ and how little he can perform. 
There were no, traces of inhabitants^ except per- 
haps a rude pile of clods called, a iuinmer hut, ia 
which a herdfman had reded in the favourable 
feafons. Whoever, had beeo in the place where 
I then fat, unprovided with proviiions and igno- 
rant of the country, might, . at leaft .before the 
roads were made, have wandered among the 
rocks, till he had peciflied with hardship, before 
be could have, found either food or (belter. Yet 
what are thefe hillocb to the ridges of Taurus, 
or thefe fpotsof wildnefs to the.defarts of Ame? 
rica ? 

• It was not long bcforewe were iiivited to mount, 
and continued our journey by the (ide of a lough; 
kept full by many (Ireams, which with more or 
lefs rapidity and noife, crdfled the road from the 
hills on the other hand* Thefe currents,* in their 
dimini(hed ftate, after feveral dry months afford, 
to one who has always lived in level countries, an 
unufual and delightful fpedacle ; but in the rainy 
(eafon, fuch as every winter may be expeded to 
bring, muft precipitate an impetuous and tremen* 
doiis flood. I fuppofe the way by which we went^ 
is at that time impafTable. 



GLEN- 
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GLENS HEALS. 

The lough at laft ended in a river broad and 
Ihallbw like the reft, but that it may be paffed 
when it is deeper, there is a bridge over it. Be- 
yond it is a valley called Glenflieals, inhabited by 
the dan of Macrae. Here we found a village 
trailed Auknaftieals, confifting of liiany huts, per- 
'haps twenty, built all of dry-fione, that is, ftones 
piled up without mortar. 

We had, by the direfiion of the officers at Fort 
Auguftus, taken bread for ourfelves, and tobacca 
for thofe Highlanders who might (hew us any 
kindnefs. We were now a^ a place where we 
could obtain milk, but muft have wanted bread 
if we had not bought it. The people of this val- 
ley did not appear to know any Englifli, and our 
glides now became doubly necefiary as interpre- 
ters. A woman, whofe hut was diftinguiflied by 
greater fpacioufnefs ' and better architefture, 
brought out Tome, pails of milk. The villagers 
gathered about us in confiderable numbers, I be- 
lieve without any evil intention, but with a very 
favage wildnefs of ^ afpefl and manner. When 
our meal was over, Mr. Bofwell fliced the bread, 
and divided it amongft them, as he fuppofed them 
never to have tafted a wheatea loaf before^^ He 
then gave them h'ttle pieces of twifted tobacco, 

and 
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and among the children we diftributed a fmall 
handful of ^aV-jpenjee, fv^icb t*>ey received with 
great eagerneis. Yet I have been fince told^ that 
ilhep^pje j?.f.th»ty^Uey Ar« noJt i^digwtj and 
when we mentioned lb,em i^f^er wards ^s ne^ 
and pitiably, a HigW^k^d Ud/ Jle.t qs know, th^t 
we might fpare owr conimiifcr^tipn^Ar.thc dfww 
whofe milk we drf^ti^k had probably ii>prie t^an fi 
dozen ^milk-CPFS. Shp <<??ni?cd pnwjiUiiig tp ,t|ij^ 
Any^riQe, byt b?iB(g|>rf^d tonwke a4c|na,nd^ 
at laft named a ihillihg. Hpnefly ,is nof gfi^ei: 
where elegance is lefs. One of the bye-danders, 
as we were told s^fterwfU'dsy advifed he^r taafk 
more, I^ut (he faid a fhillin^ was enpugh. 'V^e 
gave her ha^f a.crown^ and 1 hope got fqme cre- 
dit by our behaviour; for the cQia^pany faid, if 
pur interpreters did ^nqt flatter us, .that. they had 
not feen/ucb a day fince the old laird of Mfi* 
cleod paired through their country. 

The Macrae, aswe,h^ard afterwards in'thfe 
Hebrides, were origjn^Ily an indigent ^nd fubpr- 
dinate clan, .^nd having no farms qor jfto^k, were 
in great npmbers ferva^ts to the IVfaclellans^ whp^ 
in the war of Charles I. topk arms .at .jhe call q( 
the heroic Montro/e, ai^d were, inone^pf his bat- 
tles, ^ImPft alLdeftroy^. The women^thatwere 
ieft at hom^ l^ing thi^is r^lepriyed.qf ,the{r,lftp- 
Ibarids, like the jScy thiap laijies of old, ^piarried 
their fervants, and the Macraes became a confide.- 
cableracc. " ^ -r — -• ^H^ 
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THE HlGHLANDa 

As we «ontiaued our journey, we were at lei- 
fureto extend our fpecuktions, and 10 invefti- 
gate the reafon of thofe peculiarities by wjiich 
fuch rugged regions as thefe before us arc gene- 
rally diftinguifhed. 

Mwntaiaoue countries c«*«Mnpnly o«ataifl the 
origieal, at kail tl*e oiMeft race of inhabitants, 
fpr *bey are not erfly «toquei*d, ijecavife they 
mu& be «fH«r«d by narrow mf»,^%faieA t©<very 
«o«er «f mifcbief irom tbofe libat occupy the 
Iwigkktfii jmdewery. new ridge isa^w fortr«<A, 
vhesrt d» d«feodantt haw agaia the fawe ad«NH»- 
4a«ss. If the affuUnts eitber force tbe Atf^it, <r 
Sotm the faiamit, they gain«ayi>a»ucb«f«»n^ 
their enemies ate fled to take poflcflfion of tbe 
next Mck, and the purluets iUnd at gaw, know- 
kag neither wh»e the waj« of «fcape wind among 
the fteeps, nor where the bog has firnjflete tp 
fuftain them : befides that, mountaineers have an 
<igiHty in oBnibiBg and ddbeodingdiftina fK>m 
ftiwngth or aHirage, md attainaible only by wfe. 

If ihe war be notfoon conchided, the invaders 
are diflodged by hunger; for in thofe anxious and 
totlfome marches, provilions cannot eafily be 
carried, and are never to be found. The wealth 

C(T 
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of mountains is cattle, which, while the menp 
ftand in the pafles, the women drive away. Such< 
lands at laft cannot repay the expence of con- 
queft, and therefore perhaps Have not been (b of- 
ten invaded' by the mere ambition of dominion; 
as by refentment of robberies and' infults, or tBe 
defire of enjoymg in fecurity the more fruitful 
provinces.. 

As mountains are long before they are con- 
quered, they are likewife long before they are ci- 
vilized. Men are foftened by intercourft mutu- 
ally profitable, and inftruded by coniparing their 
own notions with thofe* of others. Thus Caefar 
.found the maritime parts of Britain made left- 
barbaious by their commerce with the Gauls, 
ftito a barren and rough traflt no ftranger h 
brought either by the hope of gain or of pleafure. 
The inhabitants having- neithef commodities for 
fele, nor money for purcbafe, feldom vifit more- 
poliflied places, or if they do vifitthem, feldom 
return* 

A 

, II fonietimes happens that by conqueff, inteiv 
mixture, or gradual refinement, the cultivated 
parts of a country change their language. The^ 
mountaineers then become a diftind nation, cut 
off by the diflimilitude of fpeech from converfa- 
tion with their neighbours. Thus in Bifcay, the 
original Cantabrian,. and in Dalecarlia the^ old 
Swedifli fliil fubfiffis. Thus Wales and the High- 

lands 
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lands fpeak the tongue of the firft inhabitants of 
Britain, while the other parts have received* firft 
the Saxon, and in fome dfegree afterwards the 
French, and then formed a third language be- 
tween ifaem. 

« 

That the primitive manners are continued 
where the primitive language is rpoken,no nation 
will deiire me to fuppofe, for the manners of 
mountaineers are commonly lavage, but they 
' are rather produced by their fituation than deriV^ 
ed fr^m their anceflors. 

Suehr feems to be the difpofition of man, that 
. whatever makes a diftin^on produces rivalry* 
England^ ' before other .caufips of enmity wece 
found, was diilurbed< for fooie c^tjuriesby,the 
contefts of the northern and fouthern counties ; 
fo that at Oxford, the peace of ftudy could for a 
long time be preferved only by chufing annually 
one, of the Prodors from each fide of the Trent. 
A traS irvterfeSed by many ridges of mountains^ 
Batttrally divides its inhabitants into petty nations, 
which are made by a thoufand caufes enemies to 
each other. Each will exalt its own chiefs, each 
will boaft the valour of its men, or the bei^uty 
of its women, and every claim. of fupcriority irri- 
tates competition; injuries will fometimes be 
done, and be more injurioufly defended; retalia- 
tion will fometimes be attempted, and the debt 

exaded with too much intereft. 

In 
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In the Highlands it was a taw, that if a robber 

1 

WAS flieltered from juftice, any man of the fame 
. clan might be taken in his place. This wa^ a 
kind of irregular juftice, which, though nece{&iy 
in favage times, could hardly fail to end in k 
feud, and a feud once kindled among an idle peo- 
ple with no variety of purfuits to divert their 
thoughts, burnt on for ages either fuHehly glow- 
ing in fecret niiichief, or openly blazing; into 
public violence. Of the effeQs .of jthis violent 
judicature, there are not wanting memorials. 
'ThecafCB ntofw tolbe ieento wbk:hone<<if the 
Csm^beHs, who had iffured iheMaeddvrtfkb, 'rt- 
tired wrtha body of hh ^vnt dan. The Mae- 
donalds required th^ -offehdtr, and befrrrg tefhied 
made a fire at the mouth of the cave, by whicli 
lie and liis adherents were fuSFocated together. 

Mountaineers are warlike, htca^p by th^xr 
fends and cotnpettkioos tbey ^ocifider .ihenaielines 
asfurrounded with meneies, and aire aiways fvc* 
pared to repel incurfions, or to make them. Lite 
the Greeks in their nnpotiflved Aate, dcifcrfted by 
Thucydides, the Highfander^, tSll lately, wetft 
always armed, and carried their weap>ns t6 tifits, 
and to diurch. 
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Meimtaincers ace thieviiby. becaufe they are 
poor, and haviog, neithec manufaAures nor ooiu- 
mercc, can grow richer only by robbery. They 
rqgolarfy pltuid^r thevr neighbours, for their 
neigitbours are eammorirty their enemies; and 
hfwtiig bft that reverence for property, by 
which the ordar of civil* life is pi^ferved, foon 
conMcralL a&eneniR^ whom they do not reckon 
as friendsy and think themfelves licenfed to in- 

they are nos obliged to piote& 



By a ftf^iSf ejiafnination of thekws, iiiicethc 
laws h^f€: been, intcodaced into the Highlands^ 
this difpefition totfaieYery is very muchreprefledv 
Thirty yearsago.no herd liad ever been condttA* 
ed thriQUgh.the nsoitntatns,.M/[ith0ut paying tribute. 
in the ni^t, to^ fQmeof the clans; but cattle, 
are now ddmo^ and pafleng$u:s travel wtthout 
ganger, fear, or moleftation* 

- Among A wsiriifce peoplei, the quality of higheil 
efleem ia peifopal ccHirage, and with the often* 
taitoiis dJSplwfj o£ <?ourage are clofely conne£le4 
promptitude of offence and quicknefs of refent- 
ment. The Highlanders, before they were dit 
aitned, werafoadcfi^d to quarrels, that the bays 
ufed to folloiwjny public proceffion or ceremony, 

bowevec 
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however feftive, or however folemny in ex- 
pedation of the hattle, which was fure to hap- 
pen before the company difperfecL 

Mountainous regions are fometimes fo remote 
fi^m the feat of government, and fo difficult of 
accefsy that they are very 4itile under the influ* 
ence of the fovereign, or within the reach of na« 
tional juftice. Law is nothing without power ; 
and the (entence of a diibnt court could not be 
eafily executed, nor perhaps very fafely promul- 
gated, among men ignorantiy proud and habitu- 
ally violent, unconneded with the general fyftem, 
and acGuftomed to reverence only their own lords. 
It has therefore 4>eeti necefifary to-ereS many par- 
ticular jurifdidiens, and commit the puniihment 
cff CFiitle$, and the decifion of fight to the pro- 
prietors of the country who could enforce their 
own decrees. It immediat€4y appears that fuch*^ 
judges will be often ignorant, apd often partial ; 
but in the immaturity of political eftablifliments 
no better expedient could, be foundi As govern- 
Aient advances towards perfedion, provincial ju- 
dicature is perhaps in every empire gradually abo- 
Hlhed. 

Thofe who had thus the difpenfation of law, 
were by confequence rhemfelves lawlefs. . Their 
vaflklsfaad no ihelter from outrages, and opprefli- 

ons y 
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ons; but were condemned to endure^ without 
refiflance, the capricea .of wantonnefs^ and the 
rage of cruelty. 

In. the Highlands, fome'great lords had an -he- 
reditary jurifdi^on over counties.; and fome 
chieftains over their own Jands ; till the final con- 
^ueft of the Highlands afibrded an opportunity 
of crufhing all the local courts, and of extending 
the general benefits of equal law to the low and 
the iiigh, in the deepeft r.ecefle$ and .obfcureil 
corners. 

While the <:hiefs'had this refembdance of roy- 
alty, they had little inclination to appeal, on any 
queftion, to fuperior judicatures. A claim of 
lands between two powerful lairds was decided 
like a conteft for dominion between fovereiga 
powers. They ^drew then* forces into the field, 
and right attended on the ftrongeft. This was, in 
ruder times, the common pradice, which the 
kings of Scotland could feldom control * 

' Even fo lately as in theJaft years of King Wil- 
liam, a battle was fought at Mull Roy, on a plain 
a few miles to the fouth of invernefs, between 
the clans of Mackintofli and Macdonald of Kep- 
poch. Col. Macdonald, the head of a fmall dlan^ 
refufed to pay the dues demanded from him by 
JVIackintofb, as his fuperior lord. They difdained 

the 
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the interpofitionof judj^ mA laws^ and Galling 
each hts foUoweps ^ maimain the dignity of tl^ 
clan, fought a formal batde, in .wlkich feverai 
confiderable men fell on the fide of Mackintofli, 
without a complete vifiof y t<^ eitheiL This is 
fatd to have b^en the kft cipen xfm made between 
the clans by their own aathmtT; 

The Highland lerd^ made treaties, and formed 
alliancesi of which foiAe traces HUtjr ftill be fcmnd, 
and fome ceofcqaencestftiU. remaia as lafting evi* : 
dences of petty regality. The terms of one of 
thefe confederacies were, that each (hould fupport 
the other in the rights or in the wrong, except 
^ againft the king. 

The- inhabitants of mountains form difttnd 
raceS) and are careful to preferve their -genea^ 
logics* Meniin a finalldiflrid neceflkrily mingle 
blood by intermarriages^ and combine at laft into 
one family,, with a con^mon imereil in the ho- 
nour and difgrace of every individual. Then be- 
gins that union of aSedions, and co-operation of 
endeavours^, that conffilutb a- dan* They wKo 
eonfider themfeives as ennobled^by their family, 
will think highly of their progenitors, and they who 
thco' fucceflive generations live always together in 
th^ fame place, will preferve local ftories and here- 
ditary prejudices. Thus every Highlander can talk 

of 
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^f Hk ancefiors^ and recount the outrages which 
they fufFered from the wicked inhabitants of the 
next valley. 

Such are the effeSs of habitation among moun* 
tains, and fuch were the qualities of the High- 
landers, while their rocks fecluded them from the 
reft of mankind, and kept them an unaltered 
and difcriminated race. They are now lofing 
their diftindion, and haftening to mingle with 
the general community. 

G L E N E L G. 

We left Aiiknaiheals and the Macraes in the 
afternoon, and in the evening came to Ratikeu, 
a high hill on which a road is cut, but fo fteep 
and narrow, that it is very difficult, 1 here if 
BOW a defign of making another way round the 
bottom. Upon one of the precipices, my horfe, 
weary with the fteepnefs of the rife, ftaggered a 
little, and I galled in hafte to the Highlander to 
hold him. This was the only moment of my 
journey, in. which I thought myfelf endangered. 

Havitig furmounted the hill at laft, we were 
told that at Glenelg, on the fea-fide, we (hould 
come to a houfe of lime and flate and glafs. This 
image of magnificence raifed our expectation. 

D At 
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At laft we came to our inn weary and peevifh, 
sind began to inquire for meat and beds. 

Of the provifions the negative catalogue was 
trery copious. Here was no meat, no milk, no 
bread, no eggs, no wine. We did not exprefs 
much fatisfaftioti. Here liowever we were to 
ftay» Whi(ky we might have, and I believe at 
lad they caught a fowl and killed it. We had 
fome bread, and with that we prepared ourfelves 
to be contented, when we had a very eminent 
proof of Highland hofpitality. Along fome miles 
of the way, in the evening, a gentleman^s fer- 
vant had kept us company on foot with very little 
notice on our part. He left us near Glenelg, 
and we thought on him no more till he came to 
us again, in about two hours, with a prefent 
from his mafter of rum and fugar. The man had 
mentioned his company, and the gentleman, 
whofe name, I thinkj is Gordon, well knowing 
the penury of the place, had this attention io two 
men, whofe names perhaps he had not heard, by 
whom his kindnefs was not likely to be ever re- 
paid, and who could be recommended to him on- 
ly by their neceflities. - 

We were now to examine our lodging. Out 
of one of the beds, on which we were to repofe, 
ftarted up, at our entrance, a man black as Cy- 
clops from ihe forge. Other circumftancesof no 

degant 
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elegant recital concurred to difgaft us. We had 
been frighted by a lady at Edinburgh, with dif- 
couraging reprefen tat ions of Highland lodgings. 
Sleep, however, was neceffary. Our High- 
landers had at laft found fome hay, with which 
the inn could not fupply them. I direSed them 
to bring a bundle into the room, and flept upon 
it in my riding coat. Mr. Bofwell being more 
delicate^ laid himfelf (heets with hay over and 
uader him, and lay in linen like a gentleman. 

SKY. ARMIDEL. 

In the morning, September the twentieth, wc 
-found ourfelves on the edge of the fea. Having 
procured a boat, we difmifled our Highlanders, 
whom I would recommend to the fervice of any 
future travellers, and were ferried over to the lilc 
of Sky. We landed at Armidel, where vvc 
were met on the fands by Sir Alexander Macdo- 
nald, who was at that time there with bis lady, 
preparing to leave the ifland and refide at Edin- 
- burgh. 

Armidelis a neat houfe, built where the Mac- 

donalds had once a feat, which was burnt in the 

. commotions that followed the Revolution. The 

walled orchard, which belonged to the former 

houfe, ftill remains. It is well (haded by tall a(h 

. trees, of a fpecies, as Mr. Janes the foiTilift in- 

D z formed 
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formed me, uncommonly valuable. This plan- 
tation is very properly mentioned by Dr. Camp- 
bell, in his new account of the ftate of Britain, 
and deferves attention ; becaufe it proves that 
the prefent nakednefs of the Hebrides is not 
wholly the fault of Nature. 

As we fat at Sir Alexander's taile, we were 
entertained, according to the ancient ufage of the 
North, with the melody of the bagpipe. Every 
thing in thofc countries has its hiftory. As the 
bagpiper was playing, an elderly Gentleman in- 
formed us, that in fome remote time, the Mac- 
donalds of Glengary having been injured, or of- 
fended by the inhabitants of Culloden, and re- 
folving to have jutlice or vengeance, came to 
Culloden on a Sunday, where finding their ene- 
mies at worfliip, they (hut them up in the church, 
which they fet on fire ; and this, faid he, is the 
tune that the piper played while they were burn- 
ing. 

Narrations like this, however uncertain, de- 
ferve the notice of a traveller, becaufe they are 
the only records of a nation that has no hiftori- 
ans, and afford the moft genuine reprefentation of 
the life and charafter of the ancient Highlanders. 

Under the denomination of Highlander arc 
comprehended in Scotland all that now fpeak ths 
Erfe language^ or retain the primitive manners, 

whether 
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"whether they live among the mountains or in the 
iflands ; and in that fenfc I ufe the name, when 
there is not fome apparent reafon for making a 
diftin£tiom 

In Sky I firft obferved the ufe of Brogues, si 
kind of artlefs fhoes, ftitched with thongs fo 
Ibofely, that though they defend the foot from 
ftones, they do not exclude water. Brogues were 
formerly made of raw hides, with, the hair in- 
wards, and fuch are perhaps ftill ufed in rude 
and remote parts ; but they are faid not to lad 
above two days. Where life is fomewhat im- 
proved, they are now made of leather tanned 
with oak bark, as in other places, or with the 
bark of birch, or roots of tormentil, a fubftance 
recommended in defefil of bark, about forty years 
ago, to the Irifh tanners, by one to whom the 
parliament of that kingdom voted a reward, Tjie 
leather cf Sky is' not completely penetrated by 
vegetable m.tier, and therefore cannot be very 
durable. 

My inquiries about brogues, gave mean early 
fpecimen of Highland information. One day 
I was told, that to make brogues was a domeftic 
art, which every man praQifed for himfelf, and 
that a pair of brogues was the work of an hour. 
I fuppofed that the hu(band made brogues as the 
wife made an apron, till next day it was told me, 
that a brogue-maker w^s a trade, and that a pair 

D 3 would 
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would coft half a crown. It will eafily occur 
that thefe reprefentations may both be true, and 
that, in fonie places, men may buy them, and in 
others, make them for.themftlves; .but I had 
both the accounts in the fame houfe within two 
days. 

Many ofmy fubfequent inquiries upon more 
interefiing topics ended in the like uncertainty. 
He that travels in the Highlands may eafily fatii* 
ra,te his foul with intelligence, if he will acquiefce 
in the fird account. 1 he Highlander gives to 
every queftion an anfwer To prompt and peremp* 
tory, that (kepticilm itielf is dared into filence, 
and the mind iinks before the bold reporter ia 
unrefiiling credulity ; but, if a fecond queftion 
be ventured, it breaks the enchantment ; for it is 
immediately difcovered, that what was told fo 
t^fidently was told at hazard, and that fuch- 
feaileflnefs of aflfertion was either the fport of 
negligence, cr the refuge of ignorance. 

If individuals are thus at variance with them- 
fdves, it can be no wonder that the accounts of 
difterent men are contradictory. The traditions 
of an ignorant and favage people have been for 
ages negligently heard, and unikilfully related. 
Diftant events muft have been mingled together, 
and the anions of one man given to another. 
Thefe, however, are dcficiences in ftory, for 
which no man is now to be cenfured. It were 

enough. 
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enough, if what there is yet opportunity of exa- 
mining were accurately infpefted, and juftly re- 
prefented ; but fuch is ihe laxity of Highland 
converfation, that the inquirer is kept in conti- 
nual fufpenfe^ and by a kind of intelleclual re* 
trogradation, knows lefs as he hears more. 

In the iflands the plaid is rarely worn. Th« 
law by which the Highlanders have been obliged 
to change the form of their drefs, has^ in all the 
places that we have vifitcd, been univcrfally 
obeyed. I^ have feen only one gentleman com- 
pletely clothed in the ancient habit, and by him 
it was worn only occadonall^ and wantonly. The 
common people do not think themfelves under 
any legal neceflity of having coats ; for they fay 
that the law againft plaids was made by Lord 
Hardwicke, and was in force only for his life : 
but the fame poverty that made it then dtfficiHc 
for them to cliange their clothing, hinders them 
now from changing it again. 

The fiUibeg, or lower garment, is ftill very 
commog;!, and the bonnet almofl Ainiverfal ; but 
their attire is fuch as produces, in a fufficient de- 
gree, the effed intended by the law, of abollfh- 
ing the diflimilitude of appearance between the 
Highlanders and the other inhabitants of Britain ; 
and, if drefs be fuppofed to have much influence, 
facilitates their coalition with their fellow- fubje^s. 

D4 What 
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What we have long ufed we naturally like, 
and therefore the Highlanders were unwilling to 
lay afide their plaid, which yet to an unprejudic- 
ed fpeSator muft appear an incommodious and 
cumberfome drefs ; for hanging loofe upon the 
body, it mu(l flutter in a quick motion, or re- 
quire one of the hands to keep it clofe. The Ro- 
mans always laid afide the gown when they had 
any thing to do. It was a drefs fo^nfuitable to 
war, that the fame word which fignified a gown 
iignified peace. The chief ufe of a plaid feems 
tp be this, that they could commodioufly wrap 
themfel^s in it, when they were obliged to deep 
without a better cover. 

In our paffage from Scotland to Sky, we were 
wet for the firft lime with a fliower. This wai 
the beginning of the Highland winter, after 
which we were told that a fucceffion of three dry 
days was not to be expe3ed for many months. 
The winter of the Hebrides confifts of Uttle more 
than rain and wind. As they are furrounded by 
an ocean never froxen, the blafts that come to 
ihem over the water are tod much fof^ened to 
have the power of congelation. The fait loughs^ 
or inlets of the fea, which (hoot very far into the 
ifland, nev«r have any ice upon them, and the 
pools of frefli water will never bear the walker. 
,The fnow that fometimes falls, is foon diffolved 

fcy the air, or the rain, 

This 
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This IS not the defcription of a cruel climate, 
yet the dark months are here at a time of great 
diftrefs j becaufe the fummer can do little more 
than feed itfelf, and winter comes with its cold 
and its fcarcity upon families very flenderly pro- 
vided. 

CORIATACHAN IN SKY. 

The third or fourth Jay after our arrival at 
Armidel, brought us an invitation to the ifle of 
Raaiay, which lies eaft of Sky. It is incredible 
how foon the account of any event is propagated 
in thefe narrow countries by the love of talk, 
ivhich much ieifure produces, and the relief 
given to the mind in the penury of infular con- 
verfation by a new topic. The arrival of 
Grangers at a place fo rarely viilted, excites ru- 
mour, and quickens curiofity. I know not whe- 
ther we touched at any corner, where Fame }iad 
not already prepared us a reception. 

To gain a commodious paffage to Raafay, H 
was neceffary to pafs over a large part of Sky, 
We were furnifhed ^therefore with horfes and a 
guide. In the Iflands thtre are no roads, nor 
any marks by which aflranger may find his way. 
The horfeman has always at his fide a native of 
the place,whD, by purfuing game^or tending cat- 
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tie, or being ofteii employed in meffages or con- 
duSt, has learned where the ridge of the hill has 
breadth fufBcient to allow a horfe and his ride^r a 
paffage, and where the mofs or bog is hard enough 
to bear theifi. The bogs are avoided as toilfonje 
at lead, if not unfafe, and therefore the jonrney 
is made generally from precipice to precipice ; 
from which if the eye ventures to look down, it 
fees below a gloomy cavity, whence the rufti of 
water is fometimes heard. 

But there feems to be in all this more alarm 
than danger. The Highlander walks carefully 
before, and theTiorfe, accuflomed to the ground, 
follows him with little deviation. Sometimes 
the hill is too fteep for the horfeman to keep hia 
feat, and fometimes the mofs is too tremulous to 
bear the double weight of horfe and man. The 
rider then difmounts, and all (hift as the^ can. 

Journies made in this manner are rather te- 
dious than long. A very few miles require feve- 
ral hours. From Armidel we came at night to 
Co/iatican, a houfe very pleafantly fituated be- 
tween two brooks, with one of the higheft hills 
of the ifland behind it. R is the refidence of 
Mr. Mackinnon, by whom we were treated with 
very liberal hofpitality, among a more numerous 
and elegant company than it could have been 
fuppofed eafy to coHed, 

The 
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The hill behind the houfe we did not climb. 
The weather was rough, and the height and 
fteepnefs difcouraged us. We were told that 
there is a cairne upon it. A cairne is a heap of 
ftones thrown upon the grave of one eminent for 
dignity of birth, or fplendour of atchievements. 
It is iaid that by digging, an urn is always found 
under thefe cairnes : they muft therefore have 
•been thus piled by a people whofe cuftom was to 
burn the dead. To pile ftones is, I believe, a 
northern cuftom, and to burn the body was the 
Roman pradice ; nor do I know when it was 
that thefe two ads of fepuUure were united. 

The weather was next day too violent for the 
continuation of our journey ; but we had no rea- 
fon to complain of the interruption. We faw in 
every place, what ^e chiefly defired to know, 
the manners of ;the people. We had company, 
and, if we had chofen retirement, we might 
have had books. 

I never was in any houfe of the Iflands, where 
I did not find books in more languages than one, 
if I ftaid long enough to want them, except one 
from which the family was removed. Litera- 
ture is not negleSed by f he highei^ank of the 
HebridiaBs. 

It 
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It need not, I fuppofc, be mentioned, that in 
countries fo little frequented as the Iflands, there 
are no houfes where travellers are entertained for 
money. He that wanders about thefe wilds, ei- 
ther procures recommendations to thofc whofe 
habitations lie near his way, or, when night and 
wearinefs come upon him, takes the chance of 
general hofpitality. If he finds only a cottage- 
he can expea little more than fhelter; for thf 
cottagers have little more for themfelves : but if 
his good fortune brings him to the refidence of a 
gentleman, he will be glad of a ftorm to prolong 
his ftay. There is, however, one inn by the 
fea-fide at Sconfor, in Sky, where the poft-officc 
is kept. 

At the tables where a ftranger is received, nei- 
ther plenty nor delicacy is wanting. A traft of 
land fo thinly inhabited muft have much wild- 
fowl ; and I fcarcely retfiember to have feen a 
dinner without them. The moor-ganic is every 
where to be had. That the fea abounds with 
fifli, needs not be told, for it fupplies a great 
part of Europ^ The Ifle of Sky has flags and 
roe-bucks, but no hares. They fell very nume- 
rous droves of oxen yearly to England, and 
therefore cannot be fuppofed to want beef at 
home. Sheep and goats are in great numbers, 
and they have the common domeftic fowls. 

But 
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Bat as here is nothing to be bought, every fa- 
mily muft kill its own meat, and roaft part of it 
.fomewhat fooner than Apicius would prefcribe. 
Every kind of fleih is undoubtedly excelled by 
the variety and emulation of Englifli markets ; 
but that which is not beft may be yet very free 
from bad, and he that fhall complain of his fare 
in the Hebrides, has improved his delicacy more 
than his manhood. 

Their fowls are not like thofe plumped for 
fale by the poulterers of London, but they are as 
godd as other places commonly afford, except 
that the geefe, by feeding in th€ fea, have uni- 
verfally a fifhy ranknefs. 

Thefe geefe feem to be of a niiddle race, be- 
tween the wild and domeftic kinds. They are 
fo tame as to own a home, and fo wild as f^me- 
Itimes to fly quite away. 

Their natlvebread is made of oats, or barley. 
Of oatmeal they fpread very thin cakes, coarfc 
and hard, to which unaccuflomed palates are 
not eafily reconciled. The barley cakes are 
thicker and fofter ; I began to eat them without 
unwillingnefs ; the blacknefs of their colour 
raifes fome diflike, but the tafte is not difagreea- 
ble. In nioft houfes there is wheat flower, , with 
which we were fure to be treated, if we ftaid 

^ ' long 
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long enough to have it kneaded and baked. As 
neither yeaft nor leaven are ufed among them^ 
their bread of every kind is unfermented. They 
make only cakes^ and never mould a. loaf, 

A man of the Hebrides^ for of the women's 
diet I can give no account^ as foon as he appears 
in the morning, fwallows a glafs of whifky ; yet 
they are not a drunken race, at lead I never was 
prefent at much intemperance ; but no nian is fo 
abftemious as to refufe the morning dram^ which 
they call a (kalk. 

The word whiflcy fignifies water, and is ap^ 
plied by way of eminence to ftrong water, or di- 
ftilled liquor. The fpirit idrank in the North is 
drawn from barley, I never tafted it, except once 
for experiment at the inn in Inverary, when J 
thought it preferable to any Englifli malt brandy. 
Itwasflrong, but not pungent, and was free 
from the empyreumsitick tafte or fmell. Wha 
was the procefs I had no opportunity of inquiring^ 
nor do I wilh to improve the aft of making Jpoi- 
fon pleafant. 

Not long after the dram, may be expeSed the 
breakfaft, a meal in which the Scots, whether 
of the lowlands or mountains, muft be cohfefled 
to excel us. The tea and coffee are accompa- 
nied not only with butter, but with honey, con- 
ferves^ and marmalades., If an epicure could re« 

move 
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move by a wifli, in queft of fenfual gratifications, 
wherever he had fupped he would breaftfaft in 
Scotland. 

« 

In the iflands however, they do what I found 
it not very cafy to endure. They pollute the 
tea-table by plates piled with large (lices of che- 
fliire cheefe, which mingles its lefe grateful 
odours with the fragrance of the tea. 

Where many queftions arc to be afked, fome 
"wilt be omitted. I forgot to inquire how. they 
were fupplied with fo much exotic luxury. Per- 
haps the French may bring them wine for wool, 
and the Dutch give them tea and coflFee at the 
fifliing feafon, in exchange for frelh provifion. 
Their trade is^unconftrained ; they pay no cuf- 
toms, for there is no officer to demand them ; 
whatever therefore is made dear only by impoft^ 

is obtained here at an eafy rate. 

1 

A dinner in the Weftern iflands differs very 
little from a dinner in. England, except that in 
the place of tarts, there are always fet different 
preparations of milk. This part of their diet 
will admit fome improvement. Though they 
have milk, and eggs, and fugar, few of ihem 
know how to compound them in a cuftard. Their 
gardens afford them no great variety, but they 
have always fome vegetables on the table. Po- 
tatoes at leaft are never wanting, v^hich, though 

they 
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they have nit known them long, arc now ono of 
the principal parts of their food. They ar^ not 
of the mealy, but the vifcous kind. 

Their more elaborate cookery, or made dirties, 
an Englifliman at the firft tarte is not likely to 
approve, but the culinary compofitions of every 
country are often fuch as become grateful to 
other nations only by degrees ; though I have 
read a French author, who, in the elation of 
his heart, fays, that French cookery pleafes all 
foreigners, but foreign cookery never fatisfies a 
Frenchman. 

Their fuppers are, like their dinners, various 
and plentiful. The table is always covered with 
elegant linen, ^ Their plates for common ufe 
are often of that kind of manufaSure which is 
called cream coloured, or queen's ware. Th^y 
ufe filver on all occafiohs where it is common in 
England, nor did I ever find the fpoon of horn, 
but in one houfe. 

The knives are not often either very bright, or 
very fliarp. They are indeed inftruments of 
which the Highlanders have not been long ac- 
quainted with the general ufe. They were not 
regularly laid on the tabjg^ before the prohibition 
of arms, and the change of drefs. Thirty years 
ago the Highlander wore his knife as a companion 
to his dirk or dagger, and when the company 

fat 
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fat down to meat, the men who had knives, cut 
the flefli into fmall pieces for the women, who 
with their fingers conveyed it to their mouths. 

There was perhaps never^any change of nati- 
onal manners fo quick, fo great, and fo general, 
as that which has operated in the Highlands, by 
the laft conqueft, and the fubfequent laws. We 
came thither too late to fee what we expefted, a 
people of peculiar appearance, and a fyftem of 
antiquated life. The clans retain little now of 
iheir original charaSer, their ferocity of temper 
is (bftened, their military ardour is extinguifhed, 
their dignity of independence is deprefied, their 
contempt of government fubdued, and their re^ 
verence for their chiefs abated. Of what they 
had before the late conqueft of their country, 
there remain only their language and their po' 
verty. Their language is attacked on every fide. 
Schools are ereSed, in which Englifii only is 
taught, and there were lately fome who thought 
it reafonable to refufe them a Verfion of the holy 
fcriptures that they might have no monument of 
their mother- tongue. 

That their poverty is gradually abated, cannot 
be mentioned among the unpleafing confequences 
offubjefiion. They are nQ|v acquainted with 
money, and the poflibility of gain will by de- 
grees make them induflrious. Such is the eiFe£t 

of 
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of the late regulations, that a longer journey thai 
to the Highlands mud be taketi by him whofe 
curiodty pants for favage virtues and barbarous 
grandeur. 

R A A S A Y. 

At the firft intermiilion of the ftormy weather 
we were informed, that the boat, which was to 
convey us to Raafay, attended us on the coaft. 
We had from this time out intelligence facilitat- 
ed, and our^eonverfation enlarged, by the compa- 
ny of Mr. Macqueen, minifter of a pariih in Sky^ 
whofe knowledge and politenefs give him a title 
ec|ually to kindnefs and refped, and who, from 
this time, never forfook us till we were preparing 
to leave Sky, and the adjacent places. 

The boat was under the dire£iion of Mr. Mal- 
colm Macleod, a gentleman of Raafay. The 
water was calm, and the rowers were vigorous ; 
fo that our pafTage was quick and pleafant. 
When we came near the ifland, we faw the laird's 
houfe, a neat modero fabrick, and found Mr. 
Macleod, the proprietor of the ifland, with ma- 
ny gentlemen, expeSing us on the beach. Wc 
had, as at all other places, fome difficulty in land- 
ing. The craggs were irregularly broken, and 
a faife flep would have been very mifchievous. 

It feemed that the rocks might, with no great 
labour^ have been hewn almoft into a regular 

flight 



WESTERN ISLANDS,&c. 91 

flight of fteps ; and as there are no other landing 
places, I confidered this rugged afcent as the con- 
fequence of a form of life inured to hardfhips, 
and therefore not Audious of nice accommodati- 
ons. But I know not whether, for many ages, 
it was not confidered as a part of military policy, 
to keep the country not eafilyx acceffible. The 
rooks are natural fortifications, and an enemy 
climbing with difficulty, was eafily deftroycd by 
thofe who flood high above him. 

Our reception exceeded our expcSations, Wc 
found nothing. but civility, elegance, and plenty. 
After the ufual refreihments, and the ufual con- 
verfation, the evening came upon^us* The car- 
pet was then rolled off the floor ; the mufician 
.was called, and the whole company was invited 
N dance, nor did ever fairies trip with greater a1a« 

'Hy. The general air of feflivity, which prc- 
linated in this place, fo far remote from all 
thofe regions which the mind has been ufed to 
contemplate as the manfions of pleafure, ftruck 
the imagination with a delightful furprife, ana- 
logous to that which is felt at an unexpeded 
emerfion from darknefs into light. 

When it was time to fup, the dance ceafed, 
and fix and thirty perfons fat down to two tables 
in the fame room. After fupper the ladies fung 
Erfe fpngs, to which I liftened as an Englilh 
audience to an Italian opera, delighted with 

the 
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the found of words which I did not under- 
. iland. 

ft 

I inquired the fubjeSs of the fongs, and was 
told of one, that it was a love fong, and of an-* 
other, that it was a farewell compofed by one of 
the Iflanders that was going, in this epidemical 
fury of ennigration, to feek his fortune in America. 
What fentiments would rife, on fuch an occafi'* 
on, in the heart of one who had not been taught 
to lament by precedent, I fhould gladly have 
known ; but the lady, by whom I fat, thought 
herfelf not equal to the work of tranflating. 

Mr. Macleod is the proprietor of the iflandt 
of Raafay, Rona, and Fladda, and poiTefres an 
exten.five diftrift in Sky. The efiate has not^ 
^during four hundred years, gained or loft a fingle 
acre-. He acknowledges Macleod of Dunvegan 
as his chief, though his anceflors have formerly 
difputed the pre-eminence. 

One of the old Highland alliances has conti- 
nued for two hundred years, and is ftill fubfifting 
between Macleod of Raafay and Macdonald of 
Sky, in confequence of which, the furvivor al- 
ways inherits the arms of the deceafed 5 a natu- 
ral memorial of military fiiendftiip. Rx the 
death of the late Sir James Macdonald, his 

fword^ 
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fword was deUvered to the prefent laird of 
Raafay. 

The family of Raafay confifts of the laird, 
the lady, three fons and ten daughters. For the 
fons there is a tutor in the houfe, and the lady is 
faid to be very fkilful and diligent in the educa*- 
tion of her girls. More gentlenefs cJf manners, 
or a^ more pleafing appearance of domeftic fo- 
ciety, is not found in the moft polilhed countries. 

Raafay is the only inhabited ifland in Mr, 

Macleod's pofleffion. Rona and Fladda afford 

.only pafture for cattle, of which one hundred and 

fixty winter in Rona, under the fuperintende'ncc 

of a folitary herdfman. 

The length of Raafay is, by computation, fif- 
teen miles, and the breadth two. Thefe coun- 
tries have never been meafured, and the compu- 
tation by miles is negligent and arbitrary. We 
obferved in travelling, that the nominal and real 
diftance of places had very little relation to each 
other. Raafay probably contains hear an hundred 
fquare miles. It aflFords not much ground, not- 
withftandingits extent, either for tillage, or paf- 
tiire ;^for it is rough, rocky, and ^barren. The 
cattle often perifli by falling from the precipices. 
It is like the other iflands, I think, generally nak- 
\cd of (hade, but it is naked by negleS j for the 

laird 
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laird has an orchard, and very large forefl trees 
grow about his houfe. Like other hilly coun- 
tries it has many rivulets. One of the brooks 
turns a corn-mill, and at leaft one produces trouts. 

In the dreams or frefli 'lakes of the iflands, I 
liave never heard of any other filh than trouts and 
eels. The trouts, which I have feen, are not 
large ; the colour of their flefli is tinged as in Eng- 
land. Of their eels I can give no account, hav- 
ing never tafted them ; for I believe they are not 
confidered as wholefome food. 

It IS not very eafy to fix the principles upon 
which mankind have agreed to eat fome animals, 
and rejeS others ; and as the principle is not evi- 
dent, it is not uniform. That which is feleQed 
as delicate in one country, is by its neighbours 
abhorred asloathfome. The Neapolitans lately 
refufed to eat potatoes in a famine. An Englifh- 
man is not eafily perfuaded to dine on fnails with 
an Italian, on Frogs with a Frenchman, or on 
horfe-flefli with a Tartar. The vulgar inhabi- 
tants of Sky, I know not whether of the other 
iflands, have not only eels, but pork and bacon 
in abhorrence, and accordingly I never faw a 
bog in the Hebrides, except one at Dunv?- 
gan. 

Raafay 
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Raafay has wild-fowl in abundance, but nei- 
ther deer, hares, nor babbits. Why it has them 
not, might be a(ked, but that of fuch queftions 
there would be n6 end. Why does any nation 
want what it might have ? Wty are not fpices 
tranfplanted to America ? Why does tea con- 
tinue to be brought from China ? Life jmproves 
but by flow degrees, and much in every place is * 
yet to do. Attempts have been made to raife roe- 
bucks in Raafay, but without cffeS, The young 
ones it is extremely diffi«ult to rear, and the old 
^an very feldom be taken alive. ' 

Hares and rabbits might be more eafily obtain- 
ed. That they have few or none of either in Sky, 
^hey impute to the ravage of the foxes^and have 
therefore fet, for fome years paft, a price upon 
their heads, which, as the number was diminifhed, 
has been gradually raifed, from three ihillings and 
fixpence to a guinea, a fum fo great in this part 
of the world, that, in a {hort time. Sky may be as 
free from foxes as England from wolves. The fund 
for thefe rewards is a tax of fixpence in the pound, 
impofed^by the farmers on thepafelves, and faid to 
be paid with great wiliingnefs. 

The beads of prey in the Iflands are foxes, otters 
and weafels. The foxes are bigger than thofe of 
England ; but the otters exceed ours in a far 

greater 
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greater proportion. I faw one at Armidel, of a ^ 
fize much beyond that which I fuppofed them 
ever to attain ; and Mr. Maclean^ the heir of Col, 
a man of middle (lature, informed me that ht 
once (hot an oiler, of which the tail reached the 
ground, when he held up the head to a level with 
his own.^ expeded the otter to have a foot par« 
ticularly formed for the art of fwimming ; but 
upon examination, I did not find it differing moch 
from that of a fpaniel. As he preys in the fea, he 
does little vifible mifchitf, and is killed only for 
his fur. White otters are fometimes feen. 

In Raafay they might have hares and rabbitt, 
for they have no foxes. Some depredations, fuch as 
were never made before, have caufed a fufpicion 
that a fox has been lately landed in the Ifland by 
fpite or wantonnefs. This imaginary ftranger has 
never yet been fecn, and therefore, perhaps, the 
mifchief has'been done by fome other animal It 
is not likely that a creature fo ungentle, whofe 
head could have been fold in Sky for a guinea, 
ihould be kept alive only to gratify the malice of 
fcniJing him to prey upon a neighbour ; and the 
paflage from Sky is wider than a fox would ven- 
ture to fwim, unlefs he were chafed by dogs into 
the fea, and perhaps then his ftrength would ena- 
ble him to crofs. How beafts of prey came into 
any iflands is not eafy to guefs. In cold countries 

they 
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they take advantage of hard winters, and travel 
over theice-: but this is a very fcanty folution ; for 
they are found where they have no difcoverablc 
means of coming. 

The com of this ifland is but liltle. I faw the 
harveft of a fmall field. The women reaped the 
corn, and the men bound up the fhcaves. The 
fiTokes of the fickle were timed by the modulation 
of the harveft-fong, in which all their voices were 
Hnited. They accompany in the Highlands every 
a^ion which can be done in equal time, with an 
appropriated ftrain, which has, theyfay, not much 
-meaning ; but its efFeSs are regularity and chear- 
fulnefs. The ancient proceleufmatic fong, by 
ivWxch the rowers of gallies were animated, may 
be fuppofed to have been of this kind. There is- 
BOW anoar-fong ufed by the Hebridians. 

The ground of Raafay feems fitter for cattle 
than for corn, and of cattle I fuppofe the number 
is very great. The. Laird himfelf keeps a herd of 
four, hundred, one hundred of which are annually 
ibid. Of an extenfive domain^ which he holds in 
Ms own hands, he confiders the fale of cattle as 
repaying him the rent, and fupports the plenty of 
a very liberal tabl« with the remaining produQ. 

Raafay i fuppofed to have been very long in- 
faab jied. On one fide of it they {how caves, into 

E which 
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*which the rude nations of the firil ages retreated 
from the weather. Thefe dreary vaylts might 
have had other ufes. There is ftill a cavity near 
the houfe called the oar-cave, in which the fea- j 
|nen, after one of thefe piratical expeditions which 
in rougher times were very frequent^ufed, as tra- 
dition tells, to hide their oars. This hollow wa& 
near the fea, that nothing fo necelTary might be 
far to be fetched ;a4id it wasfecret, that enemies, 
if they landed, could find nothing. Yet it is not 
very evident of what ufe it was to hide their oars 
from thofe, wno, if they were mailers of jth<& 
i:oaft, could take away their boats. 

. A proof much ftronger of the diftancc at which 
the firft poileflbrs .of this ifland liyed from thj^ 
prefent time^ is afforded by the ftone heads of ar- 
rows which are very frequently picked up. Thie 
people call them Elf-bolts, and believe that the 
fairies (hoot them at the cattle. They nearly rie- 
Temble thofe which Mr. Banks has lately brought 
Irom the favage countries in the Pacific Ocean, 
wd muft h^ve been made by a nation to which 
the ufe of metals was unl^nown.. 

The number of this little community has never 
been Counted by its ruler, nor have I obtained any 
pofitive account, confident with the refult of po- 

ilical computation. Not many years ago, the 

♦ late 
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late Laird led out one hundred men upon a mili- 
fary expedition. The fixth part of a people is fup- 
pofed capable of bearing arms : Raafay has there- 
fore fix hundred inhabitants. But becaufe it is not 
likely, that every man able toierve in the field 
would follow the fummons, or that the chief 
would leave his lands totally defencelefs, or take 
away all the hands qualified for labour, let it btf 
fuppofed^ that half as many might be permitted 
to ftay at home. The whole number will then be 
nine hundred, or nine to a fquare mile ; a degree 
^f populoufnefs grea'ter than thofe traSs of defo- 
lation can often (how. They are content with 
their country, and faiihful to their chiefs, and yet 
tininfe£ted with the fever of migration. 

Near thehoufe, at Raafay, is a chapel unroofed 
^nd ruinous, which has long been ufed only as a 
ylace of burial". About the churches in the iflands 
are fmall fquares inclofed with ftone, which belong 
to particular families, as repofitories for their 
dead. At Raafay, there is one, I think, for the 
proprietor, and one for fome collateral houfe. 

It is told by Martin, that at the death of ^he 

Lrady of the Ifland, it has been here thecuftom to 

erea a crofs. This we found not to be true The 

flones that ftand about the chapel at a fmall dif-- 

tance, forae of which perhaps have croffes cut 

E 2 upon 
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iupon them, are believed to have been not funerU 
monuments, but the ancient boundaries of the 
fanfluary or confecrated ground/ 

Martin was a man not illiterate ; he was an in-> 
habitant of Sky, and therefore was within reach of 
intelligence, and with no great difficulty might 
have vifited the places which he attempts to de- 
fcribe ; yet with all his opportunities, he has often 
fufFered himfdf to be deceived. He lived in the laft 
century, when the chiefs of the clans had loft littU 
of their original influence. The mountains were 
yet unpenetrated, no inlet was opened to foreign 
novelties, and the feudal inftitutions operated upon 
life with their full force. He might therefore have 
(difplayed a feries of fubordination and a form of 
government, whic?^, in more luminous and im- 
prpved regions, have been long forgotten, and 
have delighted his readers with many uncouth 
puftoms that arje now difufed, and wild opini- 
ons that prevail no longer. But he probably 
bad not knowledge of the world fufficient to 
qualify him for judging what would deferv^ 
or gain the attention of mankind. The mode 
of life which was familiar to himfelf, he did not 
fuppofe unknown to others, nor imagined th»t 
he could give pleafure by telling that of which 
it was^ in hijs little country, impofSble to be 
igi^ora^t. 

What 
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What he has negleSed cannot now be perforrr^- 
€d.^ In nations, whe^e there is hardly the ufe of 
letters, what is once out of fight is loft for evef 
They think but little, and of their few thoughts,, 
none are wafted in the part, m which they are 
neither interefted by fear nor hope. Their only 
regifters are (taied obfervances and praQical re- 
prefentations. For this reafon an age of ignorance 
ii an age of ceremony. Pageants, and proceflions, 
and commemorations, gradually (hrink away, as 
better methods come intaafe of recording events, 
and preferving rights. 

It is not only in Raafay that the ehapel is un- 
roofed and ufelefs ; thro' the few iflands which we 
viiited, we neither faw nor heard of any houfe of 
prayer, except in Sky, that was not in ruins. The 
malignant influence of Calvinifm has blafted cere- 
mony and decency together ; and if the remem- 
brance of papal fuperftition is obliterated, the mo-< 
numents of papal piety are likewife effaced. 

It has been, for many years, popular to talk of 
the lazy devotion of Ihe Romifh clergy ; over the 
fleepy laxinefs of men that ^refled churches, we 
may indulge our fuperiority with a new triumph, 
by comparing it with the fervid aftivity of thofc 
who fufFer them to fall. 

T 

E3 Of 
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Of the deftruSion of churches, the decay of 
religion mud in time be^the confequence; for 
while the pulSic aQs of the nniniftry are now per- 
formed in houfes, a very fmall number can be pr«- 
icnt ; and as ihe gre ter part of the Iflanders make 
no ufe of books, all muft neceflarily live in total 
ignorance who want the opportunity of vocal in-- 
ftruQion. 

From thefe remains of ancient fanSity, which 
are every where to be found, it ha bcjcn conjec- 
tured, that, for the laft two centuries, the inhabi- 
tants of 'the Iflands have decreafed in number. 
This argument, which fuppoies that the churches 
have been fufFered to fall, only becaufe they were 
no longer neceflary, would have fome force, if the 
houfes of worftiip ftiFl remaining were fufficient 

for the people. But jfince they have no chafche* 
at all, thefe venerable fragments do not prove 
the people of former times to have been more nu- 
merous, but to have been more devout. If the 
inhabitants were doubled with their prefent prin- 
ciples, it appears not that any provifion for public 
worfllip would be made. Where the religion of a 
country enforces confecrated buildings, the. num- 
ber of thofe buiklings may be fuppofed to alBFord 
fome indication, however uncertain, of the popu- 
loufnefs of the place ; but where by a change of 
manner,s a nation is contented to live without them', 

their decay implies no diminution of inhabitants^ 

Some 
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Some of thefe dUapidatiorts are faid to be found 
ni" iflands now uninhabited ; but I doubt whether 
We can thence infer^that they were ever peopled. 
The religion of the middle age is well known to. 
have placed too mijch hope in lonely aufterities. 
Voluntary^foliiude was fhe great art of propitiati- 
oi>, by which crimes were effaced, and. confcience 
was appeafed ; it is therefore not unlikely, that 
oratories were often built in places where retire- 
men^-was fure to have no diilurbance. 

Raafay has little that can detain a traveller, ex- . 
cept the Laird and his family ; but their power 
wants no auxiliaries. Such a feat of hofpitality,- 
amidfl the winds and waters, filk the imagination' 
wkh a delightful contrariety of In^^es. Without 
fe the rough ocean and therocky land, the beating 
billows and the howling ftorm : within is plenty 
and elegance,* beauty and gaiety, the fong and 
the dance. In Raafay, if I could have found an 
Ulyffes, I had fancied a Phoeacia. 

D U N V E G N. 

At Raafay, by good fortune, Macleod, fo the- 
chief of the clan is called, was paying a vifit, and 
by him we were invited to his feat at Dunvegan. 
Raafay has a flout boat, built in Norway, in 
which, with fix oars, he conveyed us back to 

E 4 Sky. 
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Sky. We landed at Port-Re, fo called, bec»ufe 
James V. of Scotland, who had curiofity to vifit 
the Iflands, came into it. The port is made by 
an inlet of the fea, deep and narrow, where a 
fliip lay waiting todifpeople Sky, by carrying the 
natives away to America. 

In coafting Sky, we pafled by the cavern* in 
which it was the cuftom, as^ Martin relates, to 
catch birds in the night, by making a fire at the 
entrance. This praftice is difufed ; for the birds, 
as is known often to happen, have changed their 
haunts. 

Here we dined at a public houfe, I believe the 
only inn ih the ifland, and having mounted our 
horfes, travelled in the manner already defcribed, 
till we came to Kinglborough, a place di(linguiih« 
ed by that name, becaufe the Kutg lodged here 
when he landed at Port- Re. We were enter- 
tained with the ufualhofpitality by Mr. Macdonald 
and his lady. Flora Macdonald, a name that witl 
be mentioned in hiftory, and if courage and fide- 
lity be virtues, mentioned with honour. She is a 
woman of middle ftature, foft features, gentle 
"manners, and elegant prefence. , 

In the morning we fentour horfes round a pro- 
montory to meet us, and fpared ourfelves part of 
the day's fatigue, by croffing an arm of the fea. 

We 
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We had at laff fome difficulty in coming to Dun- 
vegan ; for our way led ^ver an extenfive moor, 
where every ftep was to be taken with caution, 
and we were often obliged to alight, becaufe the 
ground could not be trufted. In travelling this wa- 
tery flat, I perceived that it had a vifible declivity, 
and might without much expence or difficulty^be 
drained. But difficulty and expence are relative 
termsj which have different meanings in different 
flacps. 

To Dunvegan we came, very willing to be at 
reft, and found our fatigue amply recompenfed 
by our reception. Lady Macleod, who had lived/ 
many years in England, was newly come hither 
with her fon and four daughters, who knew all the 
arts of fouthern elegance, and all the modes of 
Englifh economy. Here therefore we fettled, and 
did not fpoii the prefent hour with thoughts of 

departure. • 

# 

Dunvegan is a rocky prominence, that juts out 
into a bay, on the weft fide rf Sky* The houfe, 
which is the principal feat of Macleod, is partly 
old and partly modern ; it is built on the rock, and 
looks upon the water. It forms two fides of a fmall 
fquare : on the third fide is ihe^fkeleton of a caftle 
of unknown antiquity, fuppofed to have been a 
Norwegian fortrefs, when the Danes were ma- 
tters of the Iflands. It is fo nearly entire, 'thai it 

E 5 might 
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might have eafily been made habitable,^ere there 
not an ominous tradition in the family, that the 
owner (hall not long outlive the reparation. The 
grandfather of the prefent Laird, in defiance of 
prediQion, began the work, but defiHed in a little 
time, and applied his money to worfe ufes. 

As t}ie inhabitants of the Hebrides lived for ma- 
ny ages in continual expeSation of hoftilities, the 
chief of every clan refided in a fortrefs. This houfe 
was acceffible only from water, till the laft pof- 
fefTor opened an entrance by flairs upon th^ land» 

They had formerly reafon to be afraid, not only 
of declared wars and authorized invaders, or of 
roving pirates, which, in the northern feas, muft 
have been very common ; but of inroads and in- 
fults from rival clans, who^ in the plenitude of 
feudal independence, a(ked no leave of their So- 
vereign to make war on one another. Sky has been 
ravaged by a feud between the two mighty powers 
of Macdonald and Macleod. »Macdonald having 
married a Macleod,upon fome difcontent difmifled 
her, perhaps becaufe (he had brought him na 
children. Before the reign of James V. a Highland 
Laird made a trial of his wife for a certain time, 
and if (he did not pleafe him, he was then at li* 
berty to fend her away. This however muft al- 
ways have offended, and Macleod refenting the 
injury, whatever were its circumftanccs,, declared, 
that the wedding had been folemnized without a 

tonfire. 
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bonfire, but that the reparation (hould be better 
illuminated ; and raidng a little army, fet fire to 
the territories of Macdonald, who returned the 
vifit, and prevailed. 

> 

Another ftory may (how the diforderly ftate of 
infular neighbourhood. The inhabitants of the 
Ifle of Egg, meeting a boat manned by Macleods 
tied the crew hand and foot, and fet them a-drift. 
Macleod Janded upon Egg, and demanded the 
offenders ; but the inhabitants refufing to furren- 
der them, retreated to a cavern, into which 
they thought their enemies unlikely to follow , 
them. Macleod choked them with fmoke, and 
left them lying dead by families as they flood. 

Here the violence of the weather confined us 
for fome time, not at all to our difcontent or in- 
convenience. We would indeed very willingly 
have vifited the Iflands, which might be feen 
from the houfe fcatterid in the fea, and I was ^ 
particularly defirous to have viewed Ifay ; but 
the ftorms did not permii us to launch a boat, and 
we were condemned to liflcn in idlenefs to the 
wind, except when we were better engaged by 
liftening to the ladies. 

Weliad here more wind than waves, and fuf- 
fered theJeverity of a tempeft, without enjoy- 
ing its magnificence. The fea being broken by 

the 
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the multitude of iflands, does not roar with fo 
much noife, nor beat the ftorm with fuclj 
foamy violence, as I have remarked on the coaft 
of Suflex. Though, while I was in the He- 
brides, the wind was extremely turbulent, I 
never faw very high billows* 

The country about Dunvegan is rough and 
barren. There are no trees, except in the or- 
chard, which is a low fheltered fpot furrounded 

with a wall. 

When this houfe was .intended to fuftai^ a 
fiege, a well was made in the court, by boring 
the rock downwards, till water was found, whicji 
though fo near to the fea, I have not heard 
mentioned as brackiih, though it has foroe hard- 
nefs, or other qualities, which make it lefs fit 
for ufe ; and the family is ^now better /upplied 
from a ftream, which runs by the rock, from 
two pleafing water- falls.* 



Here we faw fome traces 6f former manners, 
and heard fome ftanding traditions. In the hoi fe 
is kept an ox's horn, hollowed fo as to hold per- 
haps two quarts, which the heir of Macleod 
was expeded to fwallow at one draught, as a 
teft cf his manhoqd, before he was permitted to 
bear arms, or could claim^a feat among the men. 
It is held ihat the return of the Laird to Dunve- 
gan, after any confiderable abfence, produces a 

pleotitul 
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plentiful capture of herrings; and that, if any 
womfin crofles the water to the oppofite Ifland, 
the herrings will defert the co&ft. BoeUus tells 
the fanie of foipe other place. This tradition is 
not uniform. Some hold that no woman may 
pafs, and others that none may pafs but a Mac- 
Ieod« 

Among other guefts, which the hofpitality of 
Dunvegan brought to the table, a vidt was paid 
by the Laird and Lady of a fmall ifland fouth of 
Sky, of which the proper name is Muack, which 
fignifies fwine. It is commonly called Muck, 
which the proprietor not liking, has endeavoured 
without effeS to change to Monk. It is ufual to 
call gentlemen in Scotland by the name of their 
poffeflions, as Raafay, Bernera, Loch Buy, a 
praQice neceffary in countries inhabited by clans, 
where all that live in the fame territory have one 
name, and muft be therefore difcriminated by 
fome addition. This gentleman, whofe name, 
I think, is Maclean, (bould be .regularly called 
Muck ; but the appellation, which he thftiks 
too coarfe for his Ifland, he would like flill lefs 
for himfelfy and he is therefore addrefled by the 
title of, Ifle of Muck. 

This little Ifland, however it be named. Is of 
confiderable value. It is two Englifli miles long, 
and three quarters of a mile broad, and confe- 
quently contains only nine hundred and iixty Eng- 
lifli 
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lifli acres. It is chiefly arable. Half of this lit- 
tle dominion the Laird retains in his ownliand. 
and on the other half, live one hundred and fixty 
perfoTis, who pay their rent by exported corn. 
What rent they pay, we were not told, and 
could not decently inquire. The proportion of 
the people to the land is fuch, as the mod fer-* 
tile countries do not commonly maintain* 

The Laird having all his people under his im- 
mediate view, feems to be very attentive to their 
happinefc. The devaftation of the fmall-pox, 
when it vifits places where it comes feldom, is 
well known. He has difarmed it of its terrour 
atMuack, by inoculating. eighty of his people. 
The expencc was two fliillings and fixpencea 
head. Many trades they cannot have among 
them, but upon occafion, he fetches a fmitb 
from the Ifle of Egg, and has a tailor from, the 
main land, fix times a year. Thislfland well . 
deferved to be feen, but the Laird's abfence left 
us jip opportunity. 

Every inhabited Ifland has its appendant and 
fubordinate iflets. Muck, however fmall, has 
yet others fmaller about it, one of which has on- 
ly ground fufEcient to afford pafture for three 
wethers. 

At Dunvegan I had tafted lotus, and was In 
danger of forgetting that I was ever to depart, . 

liU 



WESTERN ISLANDS, S?c. in 

till Mr. Bofwell fagely reproached me with my 
lluggiflinefs and foftnefs. I had no very forcible 
defence to make ; and we agreed to purfue our 
journey. Macleod accompanied us to Ulinifti, 
-where we were enteftained by the (heriff of the 
lAand. 

U L I N I S H. 

Mr. Macqucen travelled with us, and direSed 
our attention to all that was worthy oF obferva* 
tion. With him we went to fee an ancient 
building, called a dun or borough. It was a cir- 
cular inclofure, about forty-two feet in diameter, 
walled round with loofe fiones, perhaps to the 
height of nine feet. The walls are very thick, 
diminiihing a little towards the top, and though 
in thefe countries, {lone is not brought far, mud 
have been raifed with much labour. Within the 
great circle were feveral fmaller rounds of wall, 
which formed diflin£l apartments. Its date and 
ufe are unknown. Some fuppofe it the orfginal 
feat of the chiefs of the Macleods. Mr. Mac- 
queen thought it a Danifli fort. 

The entrance is covered with flat flones, and 
is narrow, becaufe it was neceffary that thfe ftones 
which lie over it, fliould reach from one wall to 
the other ; yet, ftrait as thcvpaflage is, they feem 
heavier than could have been placed where they 

now 
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now lie, by the naked* flrength of as many men 
as might ftand about them. They were probab- 
ly raifed by putting long pieces of wood under 
them, to which the adion of a long line of lifterd 
might be applied. Savages^ in all* countries^ 
have patience proportionate to their unfkilfuU 
nefs, and are content to attain their end by very 
tedious methods* 

If it was ever roofed, it might once have been 
a dwelling, but as there is no proviJion for water, 
it could not have been a fortrefs. In Sky, as in 
every other place, there is an ambition of exalt- 
ing whatever has furvived memory, to fome im- 
portant ufe, and referring it to very remote ages. 
I am inclined to fufpefit, that in lawlefs times, 
when the inhabitants of every mountain dole the 
cattle of their neighbour, thefe* inclofures were 
ufed to fecure the herds and flocks in the night. 
When they were driven within the wall, they 
might be eafily watched, and defended as long 
as could be needful ; for the robbers durft not 
wait till the injured clan fliould find them in the 
morning. 

The interior inclofures. if the whole building 
were* once a houfe, were the chambers of the 
chief inhabitants. If it was a place of fecurity 
for cattle, they were probably the flielters of the 
keepers. • 

From 
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From the Dun we were conduSed to another 
place of fecurity, a cave carried a great way un- 
der ground, which had been dlfcpvered by dig- 
ging after a fox. Thefe caves, of which many 
have been found, and noany probably remain 
concealed, are formed, I believe, commonly by 
taking advantage of a hollow, where banks or 
rocks rife on either fide. If no fuch place can bt 
found, the ground muft be cut away. The walls 
are made by piling (lones againft the earth, on 
either fide. It is then roofed by larger ftoites 
laid acrofs the cavern, which therefore cannot be 
wide. Over the roof, turfs were placed, and 
grafs was fuffered to grow ; and the mouth was 
concealed by bufhes, or fome other c&ver. 

Thefe caves were reprefented to us as the ca<- 
bins of the Hril rude inhabitants, of which, how- 
ever, I am by no means perfuaded. This was fo 
low, that no man could (land upright in it. By 
their Conftrudion they are all fo narrow, that two 
can never pafs along them together, and being 
fubterraneous, they muft be always damp. They 
are not the work of an age much ruder than the 
prefent ; for they are formed with as much art 
as the conftruSion of a common hut requires. I 
imagine them to have been places only of occafi- 
onal ufe, in; which the iflander, upon a fudden 
alarm, hidibis utenfds, or his cloaths, and per- 
haps fomeiimes bis wife and children. 

' This 
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This cave we entered, but could not proceed 
the whole length, and went away without know- 
ing how far it was carried. For this, omiflion 
we (hall be blamed, as we perhaps have blamed 
other travellers ; but the day was rainy, and the 
ground was damp. We had with us neither 
fpades nor pick-axes, and if love of eafe fur- 
mounted our defire of knowledge, the oflFence^ 
bas not the invidioufnefs of (ingularity. 

t' 

EdiBces, either {landing or ruined, are the 
chief records of an "illiterate nation, In fonie 
part of this journey, at no great diftance frona- 
our way, flood a fhattered fortrefs, of which 
the learned miniftcr, to whofe communication 
we are much indebted, gave us an account; 

Thofe, faid he, are the walls of a place of re- 
fuge, built in the time of James the Sixth, by 
Hugh Macdonald, who was next heir to the dig- 
nity and fortune of his chief. Hugh, being fo 
near his wifli, was impatient of delay ; and had 
art ^nd influence fufficient to engage feveral gen- 
tlemen^ a plot againft the Laird's life. Some- 
thing muft be ftipulated on both fides ; for they 
would not dip their hands in blood merely for 
Hugh's advancement. The corapaft was fori- 

mally 
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mally written, figned by the confpirators, and 
placed in the hands of one Macleod. 

It happened that Macleod had fold fomc cat- 
tle to a drover, who, not havingready money, 
gave him a bond for payment. The debt was 
difcharged, and the bond re-demanded ; which 
Macleod, who could not read^ intending to put 
into his hands, gave him the confpiracy. The 
drover, when he had read the paper, delivered it 
privately to Macdonald ; who, being thus in- 
formed of his danger, called his friends together, 
and provided for his fafety. He made a public 
fcaft, and inviting Hugh Macdonald and his con* 
federates, placed each of them at the table be- 
tween two men of known fidelity. The com- 
paft of confpiracy was then fliewn, and every 
man confronted with his own name. Mapdo- 
nald aSed with great moderation. He upbraid- 
ed Hugh, both with difloyalty and ingratitude ; 
but told the reft, that he confidered them as men 
deluded and mifinformed. Hugh was fworn la 
fidelity, and difmiffed with his cotnpariions ; but 
he was not generous enough to be reclaimed by 
lenity ; and finding no longer any countenance 
among the gentlemen, endeavoured to execute 
the fame defign by meaner hands. In this prac- 
tice he was deteSed, taken to Macdonald's caftle, 
and imprifoned in the dungeon. When he was 

hungry. 
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hungry, they let down a plentiful meal of falted* 
meat ; and when, after his repaft, he called for 
drink, conveyed to him a covered cup, which, 
when he lifted the lid, he found empty. From 
that time they vifited him no more, but heft him' 
to perifh in foGtude and darknefs. 

We were then told of a'cavern by the fea-fide,, 
remarkable for the powerful reverberation of 
. Ibunds. After dinnec we took a boat, to explore 
this curious cavity. . The boatman, who feemed' 
to be of a rask above that of common drudges^ 
inquired who the Grangers were, and being told 
ye came one Y(om Scotland, and the other from 
England, aiked if the Engli(hman could recount 
a long genealogy. What ^nfwer was given^ 
them, the cdnverfation being in Erfe^ f was not 
much inclined to examine. 

They exped;ed no good event of the voyage ;, 
for one of them decliared that he heard the cry 
of an Engli(h ghoft. This omen I was not told 
till after our return, and therefore cannot claim 
the dignity of defpidngit. 

The fea was fmooth. We never left the (hore,. 
and came without any difaiOftr to the cavern, 
which we found rugged and misihapen, about 
©ne hundred and eighty feet long, thirty wide in 

the 
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the broadefl part, and in the loftieft, as we 
guefled, about thir^ high. It was now dry, 
but at high water the fea rifes in it near fix 
feef. Here I faw what I had never feen before^ 
limpets and muflels in their natural {late. But, 
as a new teftimony to the veracity of common 
fame, here was no echo to be heard* 

• We then walked through a natural arch in the 
rock, which might have pleafed us by its novel- 
ty, had the ftones, which incumbered our feet, 
given us leifure to confider it. We were (hown 
the gtntmy feed of the kelp, that faftens itfelf 
to a Hone, from which it grows into a ftrong ftalk. 

In our return, we found a little boy upon the 
point of a rock, catching with his angle, a fup- 
per for the family. We rowed iip to him, and 
borrowed his rod, with which Mr. Bofwell 
cdught a cuddy. 

The cuddy is a filh of which I know not the 
philofophical name. It is not much bigger than 
a gudgeon, but is of great ufe in thefe iflands, 
as it affords the lower people both food, and oil 
for their lamps. Cuddies are fo abundant, at 
the year, that they are caught like whitebait in 
the Thames, only by dipping a baiket and draw- 
ing it back. J 

If 
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If It were always prafticable to fifli, theft 
Iflands could never be in much danger from fa- 
mine ; but unhappily in the winter, when other 
provifion fails^ the feas are commonly too rough 
fornets^ or boats. 

T A L I S K E R I N S K Y. 

From Ulinifli, our next ftage was tp Talifeer, 
the houfe of colonel Macleod, an officer in the 
Dutch fervice, who, in. this time of univerfal 
peace, has forfeveral years been permitted to be 
abfent from his regiment. Having been fared to 
phyfic, he is confequently a fcholar, and his la- 
dy, by accompanying him in his different places 
oi reddence, is become ikilful in feveral lan- 
guages. Tali&er is the place beyond ail that I 
have feen, from which the gay and the jovial 
feem utterly excluded; and where the hermit 
might. expeft to grow old in meditation, without 
poffibility of difturbance or interruption. It is 
fituated very near the fea, but upon a coaft where 
no veflel lahds but when it is driven by a tempeft 
on the rocks. Towards the land are lofty hills 
dreaming with water-falls. The garden is fhel- 
tered by firs or pines, which grow there fo prof- 
pepoufly, that fome, which the prefent inhabi- 
iam planted, are very high and thick. 

At 
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At this place we very happily met Mr. Donald 
Maclean, a young gentleman, the eldeft fon of 
the Laird of Col, heir to a very great extent of 
land, andfo deitrous of improvin|^ his inheritance, 
that he fpent a confiderable time among the far- 
mers of Hertfordfhire, and Hampfliire, to iearn 
their pradice. He worked with his own hands 
at the principal operations of agriculture, that he 
might not deceive himfelf by a falfe opinion of 
ikili, which, if he fhould find it deficient at 
home, he had no means of completing. - If^he 
world has agreed to praife the travels and ma* 
nual labours of the Czar of Mufcjovy, let Col 
have hi^ftiare of the like applaufe, in the pro- 
{)ortion of his dominions to the empire of Ruffia. 

This young gentleman was fporting in the 
,xxu>untains of .Sky, and when he was weary with 
foUowiog his game, repaired for lodging to Ta-< 
lifter. At night he miffed one of his dogs, and 
when be went to feek him in the morning, found 
two eagles feeding on his carcafs. 

Col, for he muft be named by his poffe£Gons, 
hearing that our intention was to vifit Jona, of- 
fered to condud us to his chief, Sir Allan Mac- 
lean, who lived in the ifiie of Inch Kenneth, 
and would readily find us a convenient paffage. 
^rom this time was formed an acquaintance, 

which 
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which being begun by kindnefs, was acciden- 
tally continued by conftraint ; we derived much 
pleafure from it, and I hope have given him no 
f eafon to repent it. 

The weather was now almoA one continue^ 
florm, and we were to fnatchlbme happy inter- 
miflion to be conveyed to Mull, the third if and 
of the Hebrides, lying- about a degree fouth of 
Sky, whence we might eafily find our way to 
Inch Kenneth, where Sir Allan Maclean refided, 
an4 afterwards to Jona. 

For this purpofe, the moft commodious ftation 
that we could take was Armidel, which Sir Alex- 
ander Macdon^ld had now left to a gentleman, 
* who lived there as his hGtor or fleward. 

In our way to Armidel was Coriatachan, where 
we had already been, and to which therefore we 
were very willing to return. We ftai(^ however 

• to long at Taliiker, that a great part of our jour- 
ney was performed in the gloom of the evening. 
In travelling even thus almoft without light thro* 
caked folitude, when there is a guide whofe con- 

^ du£t may be trufted, a mind not naturally too 
much difpofed to fear, may preferve fome degree 
of cheerfulnefs ; but what muft be the folicitude 
©f him who fliould be wandering aniong the 

craggs 
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craggs and hollows^ benighted^ ignorant, and 
alone ? 

Th? fiaions^f the Gothic romances were not 
fo remote from credibility as they are now 
thought. In the full prevalence of the feudal in- 
ftitution, when violence defolated the world, and 
every baron lived in a fortrefs, forefts and caf- 
tles were regularly fucceeded by each other, and 
the adventurer might very fuddenly pafs from 
the gloom of woods, or the ruggednefs of moors, 
to feats of plenty, gaiety, and magnificence. 
Whatever is imaged in the wildeft tale, if giants, 
dragons, and enchantment be excepted, would 
be felt by him, who, wandering in the moun- 
tains without a guide, or upon the fea without a 
pilot, (hould be carried amidft his terror and u%. 
certainty, to the hofpitality and elegance of Ra- 
afay or Dunvegan, 

To Coriatachan at lad we came, and found 
ourfelves welcomed as before. Here we flaid 
two days, and made fuch inquiries as curiofity 
fyggeftcd. The houfe was filled with company, 
among whom Mr. Macpherfon and his fifter dif- 
tinguiihed themfelves by their politenefs and ac- 
complifhments. Py him we were invited ^ 
Oilig, a houfe not far from Armidel, where wc 
Blight eafily hear of a boat, when the weather 
would fuffer us to leave the Ifland« 

F OSTIG 
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At Oftig, of which Mr Macpherfon is minif- 
tcr, we were entertained for fome days, then 
removed to Armidel, where we finifhed our ob- 
fiervations on the ifland of Sky. 

As this Ifland lies in the fifty-fevcnth degree^ 
the air cannot be fuppofed to have much warmth. 
The long continuance of the fun above the hori- 
zon, does indeed fometimes produce great heat 
in northern latitudes ; but this can only happen 
in (heltered places, where the atmofphere is to a 
certain degree ftagnant, and the fame mafs of 
air continues to receive for niany hours the rays 
of the fun, and the vapours of the earth. Sky 
lies open on the weft and north to a vaft extent 
of ocean, and is cooled in the fummer by perpe- 
tual ventilation, but by the fame blafts is kept 
varm in winter. Their weather is not pleafing. 
Half the year is deluged with rain. From the 
autumnal to the vernal equinox, a dry day is 
hardly known, except when the (bowers are fuf- 
pendied bya tempeft. Under fuch fkies can ^be 
expefted no great exuberance of vegetation, 
'ftieir winter overtakes their fummer, and. their 
harveft lies upon the ground drenched with rain. 
The autumfl ftruggles hard to produce fome of 
our early fruits. J gathered goofeberries in'Sep- 

temberj 
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teraber ; bat they Were finally and the hu(k was 
tliick. 

Their winter Is feldom fuch as puts a full flop- 
to the growth of plants, or reduces the cattle to 
Vive wholly on the furplufage of the fummer. In 
the year Seventy-one they had a fevere feafon, 
remembered by the name of the Black Spring, 
from which the.ifland has not yet recovered. The 
fnow lay long upon the ground, a calamity hard- 
ly known before. Part of their cattle died for 
van(r, part were unfeafonably fold to buy -fufte- 
fiance for the owners ; and, what I have not 
read or heard of before, the kine that furvived 
were fo emaciated and difpirited, that they did 
not require the male at the ufual* time* Many 
of the roebucks peri(hed. 

The foil, aeia oth^r countries, hasits.divcrfi- 
ties. In forae parts there is only a thin layer of 
earth fpread upon a rock, which bears nothing 
but fliort brown heath, and perhaps is not gene- 
rally capable of any better produQ. There are 
many bogs or moffes of greater or lefs extent, 
where the foil cannot be Tuppofed to want depth, 
though it is too wet for the plow. But we did 
not obferve in thefe any aquatic plants. The 
♦ vallies and the mountains are alike darkened with 
heath. Some grafs, however, grows here and 
there, and fome happier fpots of earth arc capa- 
ble of tillage, 

F z Their 
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Their agriculture is laborious, and perhaps 
rather feeble than un&ilful. Their chief ma- 
nure is fea-wced, which, when they Jay it to 
rot upon the field, gives them a better crop than 
thofe of the Highlands. They heap Tea (hells 
qpon the dungbiH, which in time moulder into a 
fertilifing fubjftajicp. When they find a vein of 
earth where they cannot ufe it, they dig it up, 
and add it to the mould of a moce commodious 
place, 
• 

Their corn grounds often lie in fuch intricacies 
among the ?raggs, that there is no room for the 
adion of a. team and plow. The foil is then 
tjurned up by manual labour, with an indrument 
called a croojted fp^de, of a form and weight 
which to me appeared vfsry incommodious, and 
would perhaps be foon improved in a country 
where workmen could be eafily found and eafily 
paid. It has a narrow blade of iron fixed to a 
long and heavy piece of wood, which muft have, 
^bout a foot and a half above the iron, a knee 
or flexure with the angle downwards. When 
the farmer encounters a ftone which is the great 
impediment of his operation^ he drives the blade 
under it, and bringing the knee or angle to the 
ground, has in thf^ long handle a very forcible 
lever.. 

According to the different mode of tillage, 
Ujvf^i^r^i diftinguiihed into long land and ihort 
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land. Long laml is that vs^hich affords room fdr 
a plow, and (bort land is tamed up by the 
fpade. 

Thetgratn which they comtnlt to the fdrrowj 
thus tedioufly formed, is either oats or barley. 
They do not fow bartey without very copious 
manure,aiid then they expeS froitt it ten forone^ 
an increafe equal to that of better countries ; but 
culture is fo operolc that they content themTelves 
commonly with oats j and" who can relate with- 
out compaflion, that after all their diligence 
they are to expeQ: only a triple increafe ? It is in 
▼ain to hope for plenty^ when a third pa#t of the 
harveft muft be rcferved for feed. 

When tbeir grain is arrived at the (tate which 
they muft confider as ripenefs, they do not cut, 
but pull the barley : to the oats they apply the 
fickle. Wheel carriages they have none, but 
make a frame of timber, which r$ drawn by one 
horfe with the two points behind prefling on the 
ground.. On this they fometimes drag home 
their fheaves, but often convey them home in a 
kind of open panier, of frame of fticks upon the 
horfe's back. 

Of that which 15 obtained with fo much diflS- 
culty, nothing furely ought to be wafted; yet 
their method of clearing their oats from the hufk 
is by parching them in the ftraw. Thus with 

F 3 the 
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the genuine improvidence of favagcs, they d'e- 
ftroy that fodder for want of which their cattte 
may perifh. From this praSice they have two 
petty copveniencies. They dry the grain fo 
that it is eafily reduced to meal, and th€y efcapc 
the iheft of the threflier. The tafte contracted 
from the fire by the oats, as by every other 
fcorched fubftance, ufe. muft long ago have made 
grateful. The oats that are not parched muft he 
dried in a kiln. 

The barns of Sky I never faw. That, which 
Macleod of Raafay had ereSed near bis houJTe 
was fo contrived, becaufe the harveft is feldo'm 
brought home dry, as by perpetual perflation te 
.prevent the mow from heating* 

Of tlieir gardens I can judge only from their 
tables. I did not obferve that the common Irees 
were wanting, and fuppofe, that by choofmg an 
ftdvantageous expoiition, they can raife ail the 
more hardy efculent plants. Of vegetaHe fra- 
grance QT beauty they are not yet fludious. Yew 
vows are made to Flora in the Hebrides. 

They gather a little hay, but the grafs is mown 
late; and isfo.oft^n almbft dry and again very 
wet, before it is boufed, that it becomes a col- 
leSion of withered ftalks without tafte or fra- 
grance J it muft be eaten by cattle that have no- 
thing 
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thing elfe, but by moft EngFiih farmers would be 
thrown away* 

In the Iflands I hare not heard that any fub* 
terraneous treafures have been difcovered, though 
where there are mountains, there are commonly 
minerals. One of the rocks in Col has a black 
vein, imagined to confift of the ore of lead ; but 
it was never yet opened* or effayed. In Sky a 
black mafs was accidentally picked up, and 
brought into the hoofe of the owner of the land, 
who found himfelf flrongly inclined to think it a 
coal, but unhappily it did not burn in the chim- 
ney. Common ores would be here of no great 
value ; for what requires to be leparated by (ire, 
muft, if it were found, be carried away in its mi* 
neral date, here being no fewel foi* the fmelting- 
Jioufe or forge. Perhaps by diligent fearch in 
this world of ftone, fome valuable fpecies of 
marble might be difcovered. But neither philo- 
fophical curioiity, nor commercial induftry, have 
yet fixed thdr abode here, where the opportu- 
nity of immediate want fupplied but for the day, 
and craving on the morrow, has left little rodm 
for excurfive knowledge or the pleafing fancies 
of diflant profit. 

They have lately found a manufaQure cons- 
iderably lucrative. Their rocks abound with kelp, 
a fca-plant, of which the aflies are melted into 

F4 ghifs. 
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glafs. They burn kdp in great quantities, and 
then fend it away inihips, which come regular ty 
to purchafie them. This new fource of riches 
has raifed the rents of many maritime farms.; 
but the tenants pay, like all other tenants, th^ 
additional rent with great unwillingnefs ; becaufe 
they confider the profits of the kelp as the mere 
produQ of perfonal labour, to which the land- 
lord contributes nothing. However, as any man 
may be faid to give, what he gives the power of 
gaining, he has qertainly as much right to pro- 
fit from the price of kelp as of any thing elfi^ 
found or raifed upon his ground. 

This new trade has excited a long and eager 
litigatidtt between Macdonald and Macleod, fora 
ledge of rocks, which, tilt the value of kelp waf$ 
known, neither of them defiled the reputation 
of poffeiding. 

• 

The cattle of Sky arc not fo fmall as is com- 
monly believed. Since they have fcnt their 
beeves in great numbers to foulhern marts, they 
have probably taken more care of their breed. 
At Rated times the annual growth of cattle is 
driven to a fair, by a general drover, and with 
the money, which he returns to the farmer, the 
rents are pafd. 

The price regularly cxpeQed, is from two to 
three pounds a head : there was once one fold for 

five 
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five pounds. They go from the Iflands very lean, 
and are not ofFcred to the butcher, till they have 
been long fatted in Engliifh paftures. 

"Of their black cattle, fome are without horns, 
called by the Scots humble cows, as we call a bee 
an humble bee, that wants a fting. Whether 
this diflFerence be fpecific, or accidental, though 
we inquired with great diligence, we could not 
be i^iformed. We are not very Aire that the bull 
is ivtt without horns, though we have been told, 
that fuch bulls there are. What is produced by 
putting a horned and unhorned male and female 
together, no man has ever tried, that thought 
the refult worthy of obf^rvation. 

Their horfes are, like their cows, of a mode- 
rate fize. I had no difficulty to mount myfelf 
commodioufly by the favour of the gentlemen. 
I heard of very little cows inBarra, and very lit-* 
tie horfes in Rum, where perhaps no care is taken 
to prevent that diminution of fize, which muft 
always happen, where the greater and the lefs 
copulate promifcuoufly, and the young animal is 
reftrained from growth by penury of fuftenance. 

The goat is the general inhabitant of the 
earth, complying with every diflFerence of climate 
and of foil. The goats of the Hebrides are like 

F 5 others : 
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others ; nor did I bear any thing of their Ihttf, 
to be particularly remarked. 

In the penury of thefe malignant regions, no* 
thing is kft that can be converted to food. The 
goats and the (heep are milked like the cows. A 
iingle n>eal of a goat is a quart, iand of a (heep a 
pint. Such at lead was the account, which I 
could e^ttrad from thofe of whom I am not fure 
that they ever had inquired. 

• 

The milk of goats is muth thinner than that 
of cows, and that of iheep is much thicker. 
Cheeps milk is never eaten before it is boiled : as 
it is thick, it mull be very liberal of curd, and 
the people of St. Kilda form it into fmall cheefes. 

The ftags of the mountains are lefs than thofe 
Df our parks, or forefts, perhaps not bigger than 
our fallow deer. Their flefli has no rankhefs, 
nor is inferiour in flavour to owr common venifon. 
The roebuck I neither faw nor tailed. Thefe 
are not countries for a regular chafe. The deer 
are not driven with horns and hounds. A fportf- 
man, with his gun in his hand, watches.the ani- 
mal, and when he has wounded him, traces him 
by the blood. 

They 
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They have a race of brindcd greyhounds, 
larger and (Ironger than thofc with which wc 
courfe hares, and thofe are the only dogs ufed by 
them For the chafe. 

Man IS by the ufe of fire-arms fo much an over- 
match for other animals, that in all countries, 
where they are in ufe, the wild part of the crea- 
tion fenfibly diminiihes. There will probably 
not be long, either ftags or roe-bucks in the 
iilands. All the beafts of chafe would have been 
loft long ago in countries well inhabited, had 
they not been preferved by laws for the pleafure 
of the rich. 

There arc in Sky neither rats nor mice, hot 
the weafel is fo frequent, that he is heard in 
houfes rattling behind chefts or beds, as rats in 
England. _ They probably owe to his predomi- 
nance that they have so other vermin ; for Gticc 
the great rat took poffeffion of this part of the 
.world, fcarce a (hip can touch at any port, but 
fome of his race are left behind. They have 
within thcfe few years began to infeft the ifle of 
Col, where being left by fome trading veffel, 
they have increafed for want of weafels to oppofc 
them. 

The inhabitants of Sky, and of the other 
Ulands, which I have feen, are commonly of the 
middle ftature, with fewer among them very tall 

or 
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or very fhort, than are feen in England, or per- 
haps, as their numbers are fnfiall, the chances 
of any deviation from the common meafure are 
neceflarily few. The talleft.men that I faw art 
among thofe of higher rank. In regions of bar- 
rennefs and fcarcity, the human race is hindered 
in its growth by the fame caufesas other aninriab. 

The ladies have as much beauty here as in 
other places, but bloom and foftnefs are not to 
be expeSed among the lower clafles, whofe faces 
are expofed to the rudenefs of the climate, and 
whofe features are fometimes contraSed by want, 
and fometimes hardened, by the blafts. Supreme 
beauty is feldom found in cottages or work-fliops^ 
even where no real hardfliips are fufFered. To 
expand the human face to its full perfeSion, it 
feem§ neceffary that the mind fliould co-operate 
by placidnefs of content, or confcioufnefs of fu- 
periority. 

Their ftrenglh is proportionate to their fize, 
but they are accuftomed to run upon rough 
ground, and therefore can with great agility (kip 
over the bog, or clamber the mountain. For a 
campaign in the waftes of America, foldiers better 
qualified could not have been found. Having lit- 
tle work to do, they are not willing, nor perhaps 
able to endure a long continuance of manual la- 
bour, and are therefore confidered as habitually 
idle. 

Having 
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Having never been fupplied with thcfe accom- 
modations, v^hich life extenfively diverfified with 
trades affords, they fupply their wants by very 
infufficient (hifls, and endure many inconvenien- 
ces, which a little attention would eafily relieve. 
I have feen a horfe carrying home the harveft on 
a crate. Under his tail was a flick for a crupper^ 
held at the two ends by iwifts of draw. Hemp 
will grow in their iflands, and therefore ropes 
may be had. If they wanted hemp, they might 
make better cordage of rulhes^ or perhaps of net- 
tles, than of ftraw. 

Their method of life neither fecures them per- 
petual heahh, nor expofes them to any particu- 
lar difeafes. -There are phyficians in the. iflands, 
who, I believe, all praSife chirurgery, and all 
compound their own medicines. 

It is generally fnppofed, that life is longer in 
places where there are few opportunities of luxu- 
ry ; but I found no inftance here of extraordinary 
longevity. A cottager grows old over his oaten 
cakes, like a citizen at a turtle feaft. He is in- 
deed feldom incommoded by corpulence. Po- 
verty preferves him from finking under the bur- 
den of himfelf, but he efcapes no othci^injury of 
time. InQancesof long life are often related, 
which thofe who hear them are more willing to 
credit than examine. To be told that any man 
has attained a hundred years^ gives hope and 

comfort 
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comfort to him who ftands trembling on the brink 
of his own climaderick. 

Length of life is diftributed impartially to very 
different modes of life in very diiFerent climates; 
and the mountains have no greater examples of 
age and health than the low lands^ where I was 
introduced to two ladies of high quality ; one of 
whom^ in her ninety-fourth year, prefided at her 
table with the full exercife of all her powers ; and 
the other has attained her eighty-fourth, with- 
out any diminution of her vivacity, and with lit- 
tle reafon to accufe time of depredations on her 
beauty. 

In the iflands, as in moft other places, the in- 
habitants are of different rank, and one does not 
encroach here upon another. Wh6re there is no 
commerce nor manufadure, he that is born poor 
can fcarpely become rich ; and if none are able 
to bny eftates, he that is born to land cannot an- 
nihilate his family by felling it. This was once 
the ftate of thefe countries. Perhaps there is no" 
example, till within a centtiry and half, of any 
family whofe eftate was alienated otherwife than 
by violence or forfeiture. Since money has been 
brought amongfl: them, they have found, like 
others, the art of fpending more than they re- 
ceive ; and I faw with grief the chi^ of a very 

ancient 
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ancient clan, whofe ifland was condemned by law 
to be fold for the fattsfadion of his creditors. 

The name of bigheft dignity is Laird, of 
: -vrhicb there are in the extenfive Ifleof Sky only 
three, Macdonald, Miacieod, and Mackinnon. 
The Laird is the original owner of the land 
wIk^ nafnral power jnuft be very great, where 
no man lives but by agriculture ; and where the 
produce of the land is not conveyed through the 
labyrinths of traffick, but pafTes dircftly from 
. the hand that gathers it xo the mouth that eats 
it. The Laird has all thofe in his power that 
live upon his farms. Kings can, for the moft 
part, only exalt or degrade. The Laird at plea- 
fure can feed or flarve, can give bread, or with- 
hold it. This inherent power was yet ftrength- 
' ened by the kindnefs of confanguinity, and the 
reverence of parriarchal authority. The Laird 
was the father of the Clan, and his tenants com- 
monly bore his name. And to tbefe principles of 
original command was added, for many ages, an 
exclufive right of legal jurifdidion. 

This multifarious, and extenfive cbligation 
operated with force fcarely credible. Every du- 
ty, moral or political, was abforbed in affeQion 
and adherence to the Chief. Not many years 
have pafTed lince the clans knew no law but the 
Laird's will. He told thehi to whom they (hould 

be 
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be friends, or enemies, what King they fiiould 
obey, aiid what religion they fhould profefe. 

When the Scots firft rofe in arms againft the 
fucceflion of the houfe of Hanover, Lovat, the 
Chief of the Frafers, was in exile for a rape. 
The Frafer^ were very numerous, and very zea- 
lous againft the government. A parJon was fent 
to Lovat. He came to th^ Englifti camp, and 
the clan immediately deferted to him. 

Next in dignity to the Laird is the Tackfman y 
a large taker or leafe-holder of land, of which 
he keeps part, as a domain, in his own hand, and 
lets part to under tenants. The Tackfman is ne- 
ceffarily a man capable of fecuring to the Laird 
the whole rent,^ and is commonly a collateral rela- 
tion. Thefe tacks, or fubordinate poffeflions, 
were long confidered as hereditary, and the oc-*^ 
cupant was diftinguiftied by the name of the 
place at which he refided. He held a middle fta- 
tion, by which the higheft and the loweft orders 
were conneSed. He paid rent and reverence to 
the Laird, and received them from the tenants. 
This tenure ftill fubfifts, with its original opera- 
tion, but not with the primitive ftability. Since 
the iflanders, no longer content to live, have 
learned the defire of growing rich, an ancient 
dependent is in danger of giving way to a higher 
bidder, at the expence of domeftic dignity and 

hereditary 
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hereditary power. The ftrauger, whofe mohey 
buys him'preference, conffders himfelf as paying 
for all that he has, and is indifferent about the 
Laird's honour or fafety. The commodioufnefe 
of moixey is indeed great ; but there are fome ad- 
vantages which money cannot buy, and which 
therefore no wife man will by the love of money 
be tempted to forego. 

rhave found in the hither 'parts of Scotland, 
men not defeftive in judgment or general expe- 
rience, who confider the Tackfman as a ufclefs 
burden of the ground, as a drone who lives up- 
on the produd of an efiate, without the right of 
property, or the merit of labour, and who im- 
poverifhes at once the landlord and the tenant. 
The land, fay they, is let to the Tackfman at fix- 
pence an acre, and by him to the tenant at ten- 
pence. Let the owner be the immediate land* 
lord to all the tenants ^ if he fets the ground at 
eight-pence, he will increafe his revemie by a 
fourth part, and the tenant's burthen will be di- 
miniihed by a fifth. 

Thofe who purfue this train of reafoning, 
feerh not fuiBciently to inquire whither it will 
lead them, nor to know that it will equalFy 
{hew the propriety of fupprefling all whole-^ 
fale trade, of (hutting up the (hops of every 
man who fells what he does not make, and 
of extruding «all whofe agency and profit in* 

tervcne 
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tervene between the manufafinrer and the 
confumer. They may, by ({retching their un* 
derflandings a little wider, comprehend, that all 
thofe who by undertaking large quantities of ma^ 
nufaSure, and affording employment to many 
labourers, make themfelves conGdered as benefac- 
tors to the public, have only been robbing their 
workmen with one hand,and their cuflomers with 
the other. If Crowley had fold only what he could 
make, and all his Smiths had wrought their own 
iron with their own hammers, he would have liv- 
ed on lefs, and they would have fold their work 
for more. The falaries of fuperintendents and 
clerks would have been partly faved, and partly 
Ihared,. and nails been fometimes cheaper by a 
.farthing in a hundred. But then if the Smith could 
Bot have fotmd an immediate .purcbafer^ be muft 
have deferted his anvil ; if there had by accident 
4it any time been more fdlers than buyers^ the 
workmen muft have reduced their .pr6iit to nor- 
thing, by underfelHng one another ^ and as na 
^reat flock could have been in any hand, no fad- 
den demand of large quantities could have been 
anfwered, and the builder muft have ftoodftili tilt 
the nailer could fupply him. 

According to thefe Ichemes, univerfal plenty W. 
to begin and end in univerfal mifery. Hope and 
emulatioii will be utterly extinguished; and as all 

muft 
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muft obey the caH of trntnedlate neceffity^ribthing 
that requires cxtcnfive views, or provides for 
dliflant confequences, will ever be performo^ 

To the fouihern inhabitants of Scotland,^ the 
ftate of the mountains and the iflands i» equally 
tinknown with that ^f Borneo or Sumatra : Of 
both they have onfy heard a little^ and gnefs the 
reft. They are ftrangers to the language and the 
manners, tp the advantages and wants of the peo* 
pie, wbofe wants they would model^ and whoTe 
"tvils they woirfd rcnitdy. 

N^ebiiig is lefii4tlEc8lt tban to procure one co«« 
▼caiienGe by the fofffeitose .of another. A foldier 
may expedite bis -march by throwing away bis 
ttfiae* To baniih the Tackiinan is eafy, to make 
axountry plentiful by diminifliing the people, is 
^an<es{peditioos.mede 4>f fauibandry^ but' that ^diun- 
dance, which there is Qobody to enjoy, oontri* 
butes greatly to human happinefs* 

As the mind muft govern the bands, fo in every 
fociety the man of intellige ce muft direS the 
.man of labour. If the Tackfmen be taken av^ay, 
the Hebrides muft in their prefent ftate be given 
tip to groftheis and ignorance ; the tenant, for 
want of inftrudion, will be un&ll£ul,and for want 
of admonition, will be negligent. The Laird in 
ihefe wide eftates, which often confifl of ifla* ds 

remote 
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remote from one another, cannot extend his per-^ 
fonal influence to all his tenants ; and the fleward 
having no digni-ty annexed to his charader, can 
hjp little authority among men tanght to pay 
reverence only to birth, atid who regard -the 
Tackfman as their hereditary fuperior ; nor c^n 
the fleward have equal zefi for the profperity of 
an eftate profitable only to the laird, vtrith the 
Tackfman, who has the Laird's income iovolved 
in his own* 

The only gentlemen in the Wands are the 
Lairds, the Tackfmen, and the Minifiers, wha 
frequently improve their Hvmgs by becoming far- 
mers* If the Tackfmen be bantflied, who will be 
left to impart knowledge,^ or imprefs civility ? The 
Laird tnu& always be at a diftance from the greater 
part of his lands j and if he reftdes at all upon 
them, mud drag his days in folitude, having 
no longer either a friend or a companion ; he 
will therefore depart to fome more comfortable 
refidence, and leave the tenants to the wifdom 
and mercy of a faSor*. 

Of tenants there are diflFerent orders, as they 
have greater or tefs fiock. Land is fometimes 
teafed to a fmall felk>wfhipy who live in a cluft^r 
of huts, called a Tenants-Town, and are bound 
jointly and feparately for the payment of their 

rent. 
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rent Thefe, I believe, employ in the care of their 
cattle, ?nd the labour of tillage, a kind of tenants 
yet lower; who having a hut, with grafs fof a 
certain number of cows and flicep, pay their rent 
by a ftipulated quantity of labour. 

Thecondition of domcftic fervants, or the price 
ibf occafional labour, I do not know with certainty. 
I was told that the maids have {heep, and are aU 
Ipwed to fpin for their own cloathing ; perhaps 
they have no pecuniary wages, or none but in 
wealthy families. The ftate of life, which has 
hitherto been purdy padoral, begins now to be a 
little variegated with commerce ; but novelties 
enter by degrees, and till one mode has fully pre- 
vailed over the other, no fettled nption can be 
formed^ 

Such IS the fyftem of infular fubordi nation^ 
which, having little variety, cannot afford much 
delight in the view, nor long detain the mind in 
contemplation. The inhabitants were for a long 
time perhaps flot unhappy ; but their content 
was a muddy mixture of pride and ignorance, an 
indifference for pleafurejs which they did not know, 
a blind veneration for their chiefs, and a ftrong 
conviaipn of their owp impprtancej, 

Their pride has been cruflied by the heavy 
Jiand of a vindidive cpnqueror^ whofe feverities 

have 
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hdve been followed by la^8| which, though thef. 
cannot be called cruel, have produced much dif- 
cofitent, becauf#4hey operate upon the furface of 
life, and make every eye bear witnefs to fubjec- 
tion. To be compelled to a new drefs has always, 
been found painful. 

The Chiefs being now deprived of their jurif- 
diSion, has already loft much of iheir influence; 
and as they gradually degenerate from. patriarchal 
rulers to rapacious landlords, they will diveft 
themfelves of the little that remains. 

That dignity which they derived from an opi- 
nion of their military importance,, the law, which, 
difarmed tbem, has abated. An old gentieman, 
delighting bimfelf with the recolle£lion of better 
days, related, that forty years ago, a Chieftain 
walked out, attended by ten or twelve followers, 
with their arms rattling. That animating rabble 
has now ceafed. The Chief has loft his formi- 
dable retinue; end the Highlander walks his 
heath unarmed and defencelefs, with the peaceable 
fubmiffion of a French peafantor Englifh cottager. 

Their ignorance grows every day lefs, but their 
knowledge is yet of Jittk other ufe than to fhew 
them their wants. They are now in the period of 
education, and feel the uneafinefs of difcipl'me, 
without yet perceiving the benefit of inftrudion. 

The 



WESTERN ISLANDS, 5fC. T4J 

The lad law, by which* the Highlanders are 
deprived of their arms, has oper^d with efficacy 
beyond expedation. Of former flatutes made 
with the iam« defign, the execution had been 
feeble, and the tSeSt mconfiderable. Conceal* 
ment was undoubtedly pradifed, and perhaps 
often with connivance. There was tendernefs, or 
partiality, Oa one fide, and obftinacy on the other. 
But the law, which followed the vidory of Cul« 
loden, found the whole nation dejeded and inti- 
midated ; informations were given without dan- 
ger, and without fear, and the arms were colled- 
ed with ftfch rigour, that every houfe was ^de^ 
(poiled of its defence. 

To difarm part of the Highlands, could give 
so reafonable occafion of complaint. Every go- 
vernment muft be allowed the power of taking 
away the weapon that is lifted againfl it. But the 
loyal clans murmured, with fome appearance of 
juftice, that after having defended the King, they 
were forbidden for the future to defend thera- 
(elves ; and that the fword (hould be forfeited, 
which had been legally emplpyed. Their cafe is 
undoubtedly, hard, but in political regulations, 
good cannot be complete, it can only be predo- 
minant. 

Whether' 
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Whether by difarming a people thus broken 
into feveral tribes, and thus remote from the feat 
of power, more^ipod than evil has been produced^ 
may deferve enquiry. The fupreme power in 
every community has the right of debarring every 
individual, and every fubordinate fociety from 
felf-defence, only becaufe the fupreme power is 
able to defend them ; and therefore where the go- 
vernor cannot ad, he muft truft the fuifjed to ad 
for himfelf. Thefe Iflands might be wafted with 
fire and fword before their fovereign would know 
their diftrefs. A gang of robbers, fuch as has been 
lately found confederating themfelves in the Hijgh- 
lands, might lay. a wide region under contribu- 
tion. The crew of a petty privateer might liand 
on the largeft and mofl: wealthy of the Iflands, 
and riot without control in cruelty and wafte. It 
was obferved by one of the Chiefs of Sky, that 
fifty armed men might, without refiftance, ra- 
vage the country- La>vs that place the fubjeSs in 
fuch a ftate, contravene the firft principles of the 
compafl; of authority : they exaS obedience, and 
yield no proteQion^ 

It affords a generous and manly pleafure to con- 
ceive a little nation gathering its fruits and tend- 
ing its herds with fearlefs cpnfidence, though it 
lies open on every fide to invafion, where, in 
coateropt of walls and trenches, every man fleeps 

fccurely 
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fecurely with his fword befide him ; where all 
on the firft approach of hoftiflTy came together 
at the call to battle, as at a fummons to a feftal 
fliow ; and committing their cattle to the care 
of thofe whom age or nature has difabled, en- 
gage the enemy with that competition for hazard 
and for glory, which operate in men that fight 
under the eye of thofe, whofe diflike or klndnefs 
they have always confidered as the greateft evil 
or the greateft good. 

This was, in the beginning of the prefent 
century, the flate of the Highlands. Every 
man was a foldi€f,,who partook of national 
confidence, and interefted himfelf in national 
honour. To lofe this fpirit, is to lofe what no 
fmall advantage will compenfate. 

, It may likewife deferve to be inquired, 
whether a great nation ought to be totally com- 
mercial ? whether amidft the uncertainty of 
human affairs, too much attention to one mode 
of happinefs may not endanger others ? whether 
the pride of riches muft not fometimes have 
recourfe to the protedion of courage ? and whe- 
ther if it be neccffary to preferve in fome part 
of the empire the military fpirit, it can fubfift 
more commodioufly in any place, than in remote 
and unprofitable provinces, where^^it can com- 

G monly 
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monly do little barm, and whence it may be 
called forth at any fudden exigence ? 

It muft however be confefled, that a man^ 
who places honour only in fuccefsful violence, is 
a very troabtefome and pernicious animal in time 
of peape ; apd that the martial chara&er cdnoot 
prevail in a whole people^ bilt by the ^101100- 
tion of all other virtues. He that is accuftomed 
to refolve all right into conqueft, will have very 
little tendernefs or equity. All the friendfhip in 
fuch a life can be only a tonffederacy of inva(ion> 
or alliance of defence. The ftrong muft flow* 
ri(h by force, and the weak fubfift by ftratagem. 

, Till the Highlanders loft theif ferocity, with 
their arms, they fufFered from each other all that 
malignity could diSate, or precipitance could 
aS. Every provocation was revenged with 
blood, and no man that ventured into a nume- 
rous company, by whatever occafion brought to- 
gether, was fure of returning without a wound. 
If they are now expcfed to foreign hoi^lities, 
they may talk of the danger, but can feldotii feel 
it. If ihey are no longer martial, they are no 
longer quarrelfome. Mifery is caufed fy the 
moft part, not by a heavy crufti of difafter, but 
by the corrofion of lefs vifible evils, which 
canker enjoyment, and undermine fecurity. The 

vifit 
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vifit of an invader is neceflarily rare, butdomef- 
tick animofifies allow no ceffatioii. 

The abolition of the local jurifdiQ:ions, which 
had forfo mafiy ages b^en exercifed by the chiefs, 
has likewife its evil and its good. The feudal 
conftitution naturally diffufed itfelf into long ra- 
mifications of fubordinate authority. To this 
general temper of the. go vernment was added the 
peculiar form of the country, broken by mouii- 
lains, into many fubdivifions fcarcely acceffible 
but to the natives, and guarded by pafles, or 
perplexed with intricacies, through which nation- 
al juftice could not find its way. 

The^power of deciding controverfies, and of 
puni{Iiing offences, as fome fuch power there muft 
always be, was* intrufled to the Lairds of the 
country, to thofe whom the people confidered as 
their natural judges. It c^not be fuppofcd that 
a rugged proprietor of the rocks, unprinciple4 
and unenlightened, was a nice refolver of en- 
tangled claims, or very exj^ft in proportioning 
punifhment to offepcesi But the more he in- 
dulged his own will, the tnore he held his vaflals 
in dependanfce.. Prudence and innocence, without 
the favour of the Chief, conferred no fecurity ; 
and crimes involved no danger, when the judge 
was refolute to acquiti 

G 2 Wh^ 
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When the chiefs were men of knowledge and 
virtue, the convenience of a domeftick judicature 
was great. No long journies were neceffary, nor 
artificial delays could be praSifed ; the charac-. 
ter, the alliances, and intereftsof the litigants were 
known to the court, and all falfe pretences were 
eafily detefted. The lentehce, when it was paft, 
could not be evaded ; the power of the Laird 
fuperfeded formalities, and juffice could hot be 
defeated by intereft or ftratagem. 

I doubt not but that fince the regular judges 
have made their circuits through the whole coun- 
try, right has been every where more wifely, 
and more equally diftributed ; the complaint is, 
that litigation is grown troublefome, ai!d» that 
the magiftrates are too^few, and therefore often 
too remote for general convenience. 

Many of the fmaller Iflands'have no legal ofE- 
cer within them. " I once afked. If a crime 
Ihould be committed, by what authority the 
offender could be feized ? and was told, that the 
Laird would exert his right ; a right which he 
muft now ufurp, but which furely neceflity muft 
vindicate, and which is therefore yet exer- 
cifed in lower degrees, by fome of the proprie- 
tors, when legal procefies cannot be obtained. 

la 
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In all greater queftions, however, there is now 
happily an end to all fear or hope from malice or 
from favour. The roads are fecure in thofe 
places through which, forty years ago, no tra- 
veller could pafs without a convoy. All trials of 
right by the fword are forgotten, and the mean 
are in as little danger from the powerful as iti 
other places. No fcheme of policy has, in any 
country, yet brought the rich and poor on equal 
terms into courts of judicature. Perhaps expe- 
rience, improving on experience, may in time 
effeS it. 

» 

Thofe who have long enjoyed dignity and 
power, ought cot to lofe it without fome equi- 
valent. There was paid to the Chiefs by the 
publick, in exchange for their privileges, perhaps 
a fum greater than mod of them had ever pof- 
feffed, which excited a thirft for riches, of which 
it (hewed them the ufc. When the po^'er of 
birth and flation ceafes, no hope remains but 
from the prevalence of money. Power and 
wealth fupply the place of each other. Power 
confers the ability of gratifying our deGre with- 
out the confent of pthers. Wealth enables us 
to obtain the confent of others to our ,gra- 
fication. Power, firkply confidered, whatever it 
confers on one, muft take from another. Wealili 
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enables its owner to give to others, by taking 
only from himielf. Po\yer pleafes the yiolenl 
and proud : wealth delights the placid and the 
timorous. Youth therefore flies at power, and 
age grovel* after riches. 

The Chiefs, diverted of their* prerogatives, 
neceflarily turned their thoui;hts to the improve- 
ment of their revenues, and expeS more rent, 
as they have lefs homage. The tenant, who U 
far from perceiving that his condition is made 
better "in, the fame proportion, as that of his 
landlord is made worfe, does not immediately 
fee why his induftry is to be taxed more heavily 
than before. He refufes to pay the demAndi and 
^ is ejeded ; the ground i$ then let to a (l ranger, 
who perhaps brings a larger dock, but who, 
taking thiQ land at its full price, treats with the 
Laird upon ecjual terms, and confiders. him not 
as .a Chief, but as a trafficker in land. Thus 
the eftate perhaps is improved, but the clan i% 
broken. 

It leems to be the general opinion, that the 
rents^ have been raifed with too much eagemeis- 
Some regard mud be paid to prejudice^ Thoie 
who have Hitherto paid but little, will not fud* 
denly be perfuaded to pay much> thpugh they 
>can aflFord it. As ground is gradually improved, 
and the value of money decreafes, the rent maybe 

raifed 
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raifed without any diminufion of the farmer's 

profits : yet it . is neceffary in thefe countries, 

where 4hfi ejfi&ion of a tenant is a greater evil, 

than in more populous places, to confider not 

merely what the land will produce, but with 

what ability the inhabitant can cultivate it. * A 

certain ftock can allow but a certain payment ; 

for if the land be doubled, and the ftock remains 

the fame, the tenant becomes no richer. The 

proprietors of the Highlands might perhaps 

often increafe their uicome, by fubdividing the 

^ farms, and allotting to every occupier only fo 

many acres as he can profitably employ, but that 

they want people. 

There feems now, whatever be the caufe, to 
be through a gr^at part of the Highlands a gene- 
ral difcontent. That adherence, which was 
lately profeffed by every man to the chief of his 
name, has now little prevalence ; and he that 
cannot live as he defires at home, liftens to the 
tale of fortunate iflands,* and happy regions, 
where every man may have land of his own, and 
cat the produS of his labour without a fuperior. 

Thofe who have obtained grants of American 
lands, have, as is well known, invited fettler« 
from ail quarters of the globe ; and among other 
places, where oppreffion might produce a wifh 

G 4 for 
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for new habitations, their emifTaries would not 
fail to try their perfuaflons in the Iflcs of Scot- 
land, where at the time wlien the claps were 
newly dtfunited from their Chiefs, andexafpe- 
rated by unprecedented exa^ons, it is no won- 
der that they prevailed. 

Whether the mifchiefs of emigration wefc 
immediately perceived, may be juftly queftioned. 
They who went firft, were probably fuch as 
could beft be fpared ; but the accounts fent by 
the earlieft adventurers. Whether true or falfe, 
inclined many to follow them ; and whole 
neighbourhoods formed parties for removal ; fo 
that departure from their native country is no 
longer exile. He that goes thus accompanied, 
carries with him all that makes life pleafant. 
He fits down in a better climate, furrounded by 
his kindred and his friends ; they carry with 
them their language, their opinions, their popu- 
lar fongs, and hereditary merriment : they change 
nothing but the place of their abode ; and of 
that change' they perceive the benefits 

This is the real effeft of emigration, if thofc 
that go away together fettle on the fame fpot, aiid 
preferve their antient union. But fome relate 
that thefe adventurous vifitants of unknown re- 
gions, after a voyage paffed in dreams of plenty 

and 
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and felicity, are difperfed at laft upon a Sylvan 
wildernefs, where their firft years muftS>e fpent 
in toil, to clear the ground which is afterwards to 
be tilled, and that the whole effeS of their un- 
dertaking is only more fatigue and equal fcarcity. 

Both accounts may be fufpeSed. T hofe who 
are gone will endeavour by every art to draw 
others after them ; for as their numbers are great- 
er, they will provide better for themfelves. 
When Nova Scotia was firft peopled, I remember 
a letter, publiflied under the charaSer of a New 
Planter, who related how much the climate put 
him in mind of Italy. Such intelligence the He- 
bridian* probably receive from their tranfmarine 
correfpondents. But with equal temptations of 
intereft, and perhaps with no greater nicenefs of 
veracity, the owners of the Ifland fpread ftories 
of American hardfliips to keep their people con- 
tent at home. 

, Some method to flop this epidemick defire of 
wandering, which fpreads its contagion from val- 
ley to valley, deferves to be fought with great di- 
ligence. In more fruitful countries, the remo- 
val of one only makes room for the fucceffion of 
another : but in the Hebrides, the lofs of an in- 
habitant leaves a lafting vacuity ; lor nobody 

G 5 . born 
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born %i any other parts of the world will choofe 
this country for bis refidencc ; and iui Ifland 
once depopulated will remain a defart^ as long 
as the prefent facility of travel gives every one, 
who is difcontented and unfettled^ the choice of 
bis abode. 

♦ 
Let it be inquired^ whether the firft intention 
of thofe- who are fluttering on the wing, and col- 
lecting a flock that they may take their flight, 
be to attain good, or to avoid eviK If they arc 
diffatisfied with that part of the globe, which 
their birth has allotted them, and refolve not to 
live without the pleafures of happier climates ; 
if they long for bright funs, and calm flc^s, and 
' flowery fields, and fragrant gardens, I know not 
by what eloquence they can be perfuaded, or by 
what offers they can be hired lo flay. 

♦ 
But if they are driven from their native coun- 
try by pofitive evils, and difgufted by ill-treat- 
ment, real or imaginary, it were fit to remove 
their grievances, and quiet their refentment ; 
fmce, if they have been hitherto undutiful fub- 
jeSs, they will not much mend their principles 
by American converfation. 
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To allure them into the army, it was thought 
proper to indulge them in the continuance of 
their national drefs. If this conceflion could have 
any effed,it might cafily be made. That diflimi- 
litude of appearance,*which was fuppofed to keep 
them diftind: from the reft of the nation, might 
diiincline them from coalefcing with the Penfyl- 
vanians, or people of ConneSicut. If the refti- 
tution of their arms will reconcile them to their 
country, let them have again thofe weapons, 
which will not be more mifchievous at home than . 
in the Colonies. That they may not fly from 
the increafe of rent, I know not whether the 
general good does not require that the landlords 
be, for a time, reftrained in their demands, and 
kept quiet by penfions proportionate to their 
lofs. 

To hinder infurreSion, by d.iving away the 
people, and to govern peaceably, by having no 
fubjeds, is an expedient that argues no great 
profundity of politicks. To foften the obdurate, 
to convince the miftaken; to mollify the refentful, 
are worthy of a ftatefman ; but it affords a le- 
giflator little felf-applaufe to'confider, that where 
there was formerly an infurreftion, there is now 
ji wildernefs. 

k 
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It has been a queftion often agitated without 
folution, why thofe northern regions are now 
fo thinly peopled, which formerly overwhelm- 
ed with their arn>ies the Roman empire. The 
queftion fuppofes what I believe is not true, 
that they had once more fnhabitants than they 
could maintain^ and overflowed only becaufe 
they were full. 

This is to eftimate the manners of all coun- 
tries and ages by our own. Migration, while 
the ftate of life was unfettled, and there was 
little communication of intelligence between 
diftant places, was among the wilder nations of 
. Europe, capricious and cafual. An adventur- 
ous projeSor heard of a fertile coaft unoccupied, 
^nd led out a colony ; a chief of renown for 
bi^avcry, called the young men together, and 
led them out to try what fortune would 
prefent* When Caefar was in Gaul, he 
fojand the Helvetians preparing to go they 
knew not whither, and put a ftop to their 
motions. They fettled again in their own^ 
country^ where they were fo far from want- 
ing room, that they had accumulated three 
years provifion for their march. 

The religion of the North was military ; 
if they could not fi»d enemies, it was their 

duty 
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duty to make them : they travelled in queft 
of danger, and willingly took the chance of 
Empire or Death. If their troops were nume- 
rous, the countries from which they were col- 
le&ed are of vaft extent, and without much ex- 
uberance of people great armies may be raifed 
where every man is a foldier. But their true 
numbers were never known. Thofe who were 
conquered by them are their hiftorians, and fliame 
may have excited them to fay, that tifey were 
overwhelmed with multitudes. To count is a 
modern praSice, the ancient method was to 
guefs ; and when numbers are gueffed they are 
always magnified. 

Thus England has for feveral years been filled 
with the atchievements of feventy thoufand 
Highlanders employed in America. I have heard 
/rom an Englifli officer, not much inclined to 
favour them, that their behaviour deferved a 
very high degree of military praife ; but their 
number has been much exaggerated. One of 
the minifters told me, that feventy thoufand 
men could not have been found in all the High- 
lands, and tha't more than twelve thoufand never 
took the field. Thofe that went to the Ameri- 
can wai, went to deftrudion. Of the old High- 
land regiment, confiding of twelve hundred, only 
feventy-fix furvived to fee their country again. 

The 
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The Golhlck fwarms have at leaft been mul- 
tiplied with equal liberality. That they bore 
no great proportion to the inhabitants^ in whofe 
countries they fettled, is plain from the paucity 
of northern words now found in the provincial 
languages. Their country was not deferted for 
want of room, becaufe it was covered with fo- 
refts of vaft extent ; and the fird effeSt of ple- 
nitude of inhabitants is the defirudion of wood. 
As the Europeans fpread over America, the lands 
are gradually laid naked. 

I would not be underftood to fay, that necef- 
Hty had never any part in their expeditions. A 
nation, whofe agriculture is fcanty or unikilful, 
may be driven out by famine. A nation of 
hunters may have exhaufted their game. I only 
affirm that the northern regions were not^i 
when their irruptions fuhdued the Romans, over- 
peopled with regard to their real extent-of terri- 
tory, and power of fertility. In a country fully 
inhabited, however afterward laid wafte, evi- 
dent marks will remain of its former populouf-* 
nefs. But of Scandinavia and Gerniany, nothing 
is known but that as we trace their (late upwards 
into antiquity, their woods were greater, and 
their cultivated ground was lefs. 

That 
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. That caufes very different from want of room 
may produce a general difpofuion to feek ano- 
ther country is apparent from the prefent con- 
dud of the Highlanders, who are in fome places 
ready to threaten a total feceflion^ The numbers 
which have already gone, though like other 
numbers they may be magnified, are very greatf 
and fuch as if they had gone together and agreed 
upon any certain fettlement, might have founded 
an independent government in the depths of the 
weftern continent. Nor are they only the loweft 
and Ynoft indigent ; many men of confidcrable 
wealth have taken with them their train of la- 
bourers and dependants ; and if they continue 
the feudal fcheme of polity, may eftabliih new 
clans in the other hemifphere. 

That the immediate motives' of their dcfer- 
tlon muft be imputed to their landlords, may be 
reafonably concluded, becaufe fome Laijda of 
jnore prudence and lefs rapacity have kept their 
vaflals undiminifhed. From Raafa only one 
man* had been feduced, and at Col there was no 
wifh to go away. 

The traveller who comes hither from more 
opulent countries, to fpeculate upon the remains 
of paftoral life, will not much wonder that a 

common 
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common Highlander has no ftrong adherence to 
his native foil ; for of animal enjoyments^ or of 
phyfical goodj he leaves nothing that he may 
not find again wherefoever he may be thrown. 

The habitations of men in the Hebrides may- 
be .diftinguifhed into huts and houfes. By a 
houfe, I mean a building with one ftory over 
another; by a hut, a dwelling with only one 
floor. The Laird, who formerly lived in a 
caftle, now lives in a houfc ; fometimes fufEci- 
ently neat, but feldom very fpacious or fplendid. 
The Tackfmen and the- Minifters have com- 
njonly houfes. Wherever there is a houfe, the 
ftranger finds a welcome, and to the other evils 
of exterminating Tackfmen may be added the 
unavoidable ceffation of hofpitality, or the devo- 
lution of too heavy a burden on the Minifters. 

Of the houfes little can be faid. They are 
fmall^ and by the neceflfity of accumulating 
ftotes, where there are fo few opportunities of 
purchafe, the rooms are very heterogeneoufly 
filled. With want of cleanlinefs it were in- 
gratitude to reproach them. The fervants hav- 
ing been bred upon the naked earth, think every 
floor clean, and the quick fucceflion of guefts, 
perhaps not always over - elegant, does not 
allow much time for adjufting their apartments. 

Huts 
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Huts are of many gradations ; from murky 
dens, to comniodious dwellings. 

The wall of a common hut is always built 
without mortar, "by a fkilful adaptation of loofe 
ftones. Sometimes perhaps a double wall of 
ftones is raifed, and the intermediate fpace filled 
with earth. The air is thus completely exclud- 
ed. Some walls are, I think, formed of turfs, 
held together by a wattle, or texture of twigs. 
Of the meanefl huts, the firft room is lighted 
by the oiitrance, and the fecond by the fmoke- 
hole. The fire is ufually made in the middle. 
But there are huts, or dwellings, of only one 
ftory, inhabited by gentlemen, which have walls 
cemented with mortar, glafs windows, and 
boarded floors. Of tliefe all have chimneys, and 
fome chimneys^have grates. 

The houfe and the furniture are not always 
nicely fuited. ■ We were driven once, by mifling 
a pafliige, ta the hut of a gentleman, where^ 
after a very liberal fupper, when, I was con- 
duced to my chamber, I found an elegant bed of 
Indian cotton, fpread with fine Iheets. The 
accommodation was flattering ; I undrefTed jny- 
felf^ and felt my feet in the mire. I'he bed 

ftood 
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flood upon the bare earth, which a long courfe 
of ram had ibftened to a puddle. 

In paftoral countries the condition of the 
loweft rank of people is fufBciently wretched. 
Among manufa^Atrers, men that have no pro- 
perty may have art and induftry, which make 
them neceflary, and therefore valuable. But 
where flocks and corn are the only wealthy there 
are always more hands than work^ and of that 
work there is little in which (kill and dexterity 
can be much diftinguiftied. He therefore who 
is born poor never can be rich. The fon merely 
occupies the place of the father»^ and life knows 
nothing of progreffion or advancement. 

The petty tenants, and labouring peafants, 
live in miferable cabins, which afford them little 
more than rfielter from the ftorms. The Boor 
of Norway is faid to make all his own utenfils. 
In the Hebrides, whatever might be their inge* 
nuity, the want of wood leaves them no mate- 
rials. They are probably content with fuch 
accommodations as fton^s of different forms and 
(izes can afford them. 

Their food is not betffer than their lodging. 
They leldom tafle the flefli of land animals ; for 
here are no markets. What each man eats 

is 
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is from his own (lock. The great efFeS of 
money is ta break property into fmall parts. 
In towns, he that has a Ihilling may have a 
piece of meat ; but where there is no com- 
merce, no man can eat mutton but by killing a 
iheep, 

Fifli in fair weather they need not want ; but, 
I believe, man never lives long on fifli, but by 
conftraint ; he will rather feed upon roots and 
berries. 

The only fewel of the Iflands is peat. Their 
wood b all confumed, and coal they have not 
yet found. Peat is dug out of the marftes, 
from the depth of one foot to that of fix. That 
is accounted the bell which is nearcfl: the fur* 
face. It appears to be a mafs of black earth 
held together by vegetable fibres. I know not 
whether the earth be bituminous, or whether 
th? fibres be not the only combuftible part ; 
which, by heating the interpofed earth red h©t, 
make a burning maft. The beat is not very 
ftrong nor lafting. The aflies are yellowifli, 
and in a large quantity. When they dig peat, 
they cut it into fquare pieces, and pile it up to 
dry befide the houfe. In fome places it has an 
ofFenfive fmell. It is like wood charked for the 
fmith. The common method of making peat 
, fires. 
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fires, is by heaping it on the hearth ; but it 
burns well in grates, and in the bed faoufes is fo 
ufed. 

The common opinion is, that peat grows 
again where it has been cut ; which, as it 
feems to be chiefly a vegetable fubftance, is not 
unlikely to be true, whether known or not to 
thofe who relate it. 

There are water mills in Sky and Raafa ; but 
where they are too far diftant, the houfe-wivet 
grind their oats with a quern, or hand-mill, 
which confifts of two ftones, about a foot and a 
half in diameter, the lower is a little convex, 
to which the concavity of the upper muft be 
fitted. In the middle of the upper ftone is a 
round hole, and on one fide is a long handle. 
The grinder (beds the corn gradually into the 
hole with one hand, and works the handle round 
with the other. The corn Aides down ther 
convexity of the lower {lone, and by the mo- 
tion of the upper is ground in its paflage. Thcfe 
fiones are found in Lochabar. 

The Iflands afford few pleafures, except to 
the hardy fportfman, who can tread the moor 
and climb the mountain. The diftance of one 
family from another, in a country where tra- 
velling 
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veiling has fo much difEculty, makes frequent 
intercourfe impra8:icable. Vifits laft feveral 
days, and are commonly paid by water ; yet I 
never faw a boat furniflied with benches, or 
made commodious by any addition to the iirft 
fabrick. Conveniencies ace not miffed where 
they never were enjoyed. > 

The folac^ which the bagpipe can give, they 
have, long enjoyed ; but among other changes, 
which the laft Revolution introduced^ the ufc 
of the bagpipe begins to be forgotten. Some 
of the chief families ftill entertain a piper, 
whofe office was anciently hereditary. Macrim- 
mon was piper to Macleod, and Rankin to 
Maclean of Col. 

The tunes of the bagpipe are traditional. 
Tfhere has been in Sky, beyond all time of me- 
mory, a college of pipers, gnder the direSion 
of Macrimmon, which is yt quite extinQ:. 
There was another in Mull, fuperintended by 
Rankin, which expired about fix teen years ago. 
To thefe colleges, while the pipe retained its 
honour, the ftudents of mufick repaired for edu- 
cation. I have had my dinner exhilarated by 
the bagpipe^ at Arraidale, at Dunvegan, and in 
Col. 

The 
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V 

The general converfation of the Iflanders has 
nothing particular. I did not meet with the 
inquifitivenefs of which I hrfve read, and fiifpcS 
the jtidgmenf to have been ralhfy- made. A 
ftranger of curiofity cbmes into a place wiiere a 
ftranger is feldom feen : he importunes the peo- 
ple with queftions, of which they cannot guefs 
tbeniotive, and gazes with furprife on things 
which they, having had them always before 
their eyes, do . not fufpeft of any thihg won*- 
derful. He appears to them like fome being of 
another world, and then thinks it peculiar that 
they take their turn to inquire whence he comes, 
and whither he is going. • 

The Iflands were long unfumilhed with in-^ 
flruSion for youth, and none but the fdns of 
gentlemen could have any literature, * There 
are now parochial fcheols, to which the lord of 
every manor pay#a certain (tipcnd. Here the 
children are taught to read ; but by the rule of 
their inftitution, they teach only Englifti, fo 
that the natives read a language whicK they may 
never ufe or underftand. If a parifli, which 
often happens, contains feveral Iflands, the 
fchool being but in one, cannot affift the reft. 
This is the ftate of Col, which, however, is 
more enlightened than fome other fhcts ; for 

the 
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the deficiency is fapplied by a young gefitlemaOy 
who, for his own improvement, travels every 
year on foot over the Highlands to the feflion at 
Aberdeen ; and at his return, during the vacation, 
teaches to read and write in his native Iflaqd., 

Iif Sky there are two grammar fchools, whefe 
boarders are taken to be regularly educated. The 
price of board is from three pounds, to four 
pounds ten (hillings a year, and that of iriftrac- 
tion is half a crown a quarter. But the fcholars 
are birds of pafTage, who live at fcbool only in 
thefummer; for in winter provisions cannot bte 
made for any donfiderable number in one place* 
This periodical difperfion imprefles ftrongly the 
fcarcity of thefe countries. 

Hav'ing heard of no boarding-fchool for ladies 
nearer than Invernefsj I fuppofe their education is 
generally domeftick. l*he elder daughters oi 
the higher families are fent into the world, and 
inay contribute by their acquifitions to the im- 
provement of the reft* 

Women muft here ftudy to be either pleating 
or ufeful. Their deficiencies are feldom fupplied 
by very liberal fortunes. A hundred pounds is a 
portion beyond the hope of any but the Laird's 
daughter. They do not indeed often give moneys 
with their daughters} the queftion h^ How 

many 
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many cows a young lady will bring her hufband. 
A rich maiden has from ten to forty ; but two 
cows are a decent fortune for one who pretends 
to no diftin6tion. . 

The religion of the Iflands is that of the Kirk 
of Scotland. The gentlemen with whofti I 
converfed are all inclined to the^nglith liturgy; 
but they are obliged to maintain the eftablifhed 
MijiHler, and the ^ountry is too poor to afford 
payment to another, who muft live wholly on 
the contribution of his audience. 

They therefore all attend the worfliip of the 
Kirk, as often as a vifit from their Mini fter, or 
the pradicability of travelling gives them op- 
portunity ; nor have they any reafon to com- 
plain of infufBcient paftors ; for I faw not one 
in the Iflands, whom I had . reafon to ^think 
either deficient in learning, or irregular in life ; 
but found feveral with whom I could not con- 
verfe without wiibing, as my refpeci increafed^ 
that they had not been Prefbyterians. 

The ancient rigour of puritanifm is now 
very much relaxed, though all are not yet 
equally enlightened. I fometimes met with 
prejudices fufficiently malignant, but they* 
were prejudices of ignorance. The Minifters 
in the Iflands had attained fuch know- 
ledge as may juftly be admired in men, 

who 
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men, who have no motive to ftudy, but gene-> 
rous curiofity, or, what is ftill better, defire of 
ufefulnefs ; with fuch politenefs as fo narrow a 
circle of converfe could not have fupplied, but 
to minds naturally difpofed to elegance. ^ 

« 

Reafon and truth will prevail at laft. The 
moft learned of \the Scottifh Dodors would novr 
gladly admit a forni of prayer, if the people 
would endure it. The zeal or rage of congre- 
gations has its different degrees. In fome pa- 
rifhes the Lord's Prayer is fuffered : in others it 
is ftill reje£ted as a form ; and he that fhould 
make it part of his fupplication would be fuf- 
peSttd of heretical pravity. >*^ 

The principle upon which extemporary pray-' 
er was originally introduced, is no longer ad- 
mitted. The Minifter formerly, in the effudon 
of his prayer, expe3ed immediate, and perhaps 
perceptible infpiration, and therefore thought it 
his duty not to think before what he ftiould fay. 
It is now univerfally confeffed, that men pray as 
they fpeak on other occafions, according to the 
general meafure of their abilities and attainments. 
Whatever each may tbink of a form prefcribed 
by another, he cannot but believe that he can 
himfelf compofe by ftudy and meditation a bet- 
ter prayer than will rife in his mind at a fudden 

H caUf 
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call ; and if he has any hope of fupernatural 
help, why may he not as well receive it when he 
writes as when he fpeaks. 

In th| variety of mental powers, fomc muft 
perform extemporary prayer with much imper- 
feSion ; and in the eagernefs and raflinefs of con- 
tradidory opinions, if publick liturgy be left to 
the private judgment of every Minifter, the con- 
gregation may often be offended ormifled* 

Thete is in Scotland, as among ourfelves, a 
refllefs fufpicion of popifh machinations, and a 
clamour of numerous converts to the Romiih re- 
ligion. The report is, I believe, in both parts 
of the Ifland equally falfe. The Romifti religi- 
on is profefled only in Egg and Canna, two 
fmall iflands, into which the Reformation never 
made its way. If any miflionaries are bufy in 
the Highlands, their zeal entitles them to re- 
fpeS, even from thofe who cannot think favou- 
rably of their doSrine. 

The political tenets of the Iflanders I was not 
curious to inveftigate, and they were not eager 
to obtrude. Their converfation is decent and 
inofFenfive. They difdain to drink for their 
principles, and there is no difaffedion at their 
tables. I never heard a health offered by a 
• Highlander 
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Highlander that might not have circulated with 
propriety within the precinds of the King's pa- 
lace. * ' ^ 

Legal government has yet fomething of novel- 
ty to which they cannot perfefily conform. The 
ancient fpirit, that appealed only to the fword, 
is yet among them. The tenant of Scalpa, an 
ifland belonging to Macdonald, took no care to 
bring his rent j when ^e landlord talked of 
exaSing payment, he declared his refolution to 
keep his ground, and drive all intruders from) 
the* Ifland, and continued to feed his cattle as on 
his own land, till it became neceflary for the 
Sheriff to diflodge him by violence. 

The various kinds of fuperflition which pre- 
vailed here, as in all other regions of ignorance, 
are by the diligence of the Minifters almoft ex • 
tirpated. 

Of Browny, mentioned by Martin, nothing 
has been heard for many years. Browny was a 
fturxly Fairy ; who, if he was fed, and kindly 
treated, would, as they faid, do a great deal of 
work. They now pay him no wages, and arc 
content to labour for themfelve$% 

H2 In 
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In Troda, within thefe three-anj-thirty years, 
milk was put every Satiifday for Greogach, or 
the Old Man with the Long Beard. Whether 
Grepgach was courted as kind, or dreaded 
as terrible, whether they meant, by giving 
him the milk, to obtain good, or avert evil, 
I was not informed. The Minifter is now liv- 
ing by whom the praQice was abolifhed. 

• 

They have ftill among them a great number 
of charms for the cure of different difeafes ; 
they are all invocations, perhaps tranfmitted to 
them front the times of popery, which increa- 
fing knowledge will bring into difufe. 

They have opinions, which cannot be ranked 
with fuperftition, becaufe they regard only natu* 
ral effefts. They expeft better crops of grain, 
by fowing their feed in the moon's increafc. The 
moon has great influence in vulgar philofophy. 
In my memory it was a precept annually given 
in one of the Englifh Almanacks, to kill hogs 
when the moon was incrfeafing, and the bacon 
would prove the better in boiling. 

We fhould have had little claim to the praife 
of curiofity, if we had not endeavoured with 
particular attention to examine the queftion of 

the 
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• 

the Second Sight. Of an opinion received for 
-centuries by a whole nation, and fuppofed to be 
confirmed through its whole defcent, by a feries 
of fucceflive faSs, it is defirable that the truth 
{hould be eftabli(hed, or the fallacy deteded. 

The Second Sight is an impreffion made either 
by the mind upon the eye, or by the eye upon 
the mind, by which things diflant or future are 
perceived, and feen as if they were prefent. A 
man on a journey far from home falls from his 
borfe, another, who is perhaps at work about 
the houfe, fees him bleeding on the ground, com- 
monly with a landfcape of the place where the 
accident befalls him. Another feer, driving home 
his cattle, or wandering in idlenefs, or mufing in 
the funfhine, is fuddenly furprized by the ap- 
pearance of a bridal ceremony, or funeral pro- 
ceflion, and counts the mourners or attendants, 
of whom, if he knows them, he relates the names, 
if he knows them not, he can defcribe the dref* 
fes. Things diflant are feen at the inftant when 
they happen. Of things future I know not that 
there is any rule for determining the time be- 
tween th^ Sight and the event. 

This receptive faculty, for power it cannot be 
called, is neither voluntary nor conftant. The 
appearances have no dependence upon choice : 

H 3 they 
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they cannot be fummoned, detained, or recalled. 
The impreffion is fudden, and the eflFeft oftea 

painful. 

By the term Second Sight, feems to be meant 
a mode of feeing, fuperadded to that which Na- 
ture generally bedows. In the Earfe it is called 
Taifch ; which fignifies likewife a fpedre, or a 
Tifion. I know not, nor is it likely that the 
Highlanders ever examined, whether by Taifcht 
lifed for the Second Sight, they mean the power 
of feeing, or the thing feen. 

I do not find it to be true, as it is reported, 
that to the Second Sight nothing is prefented 
but phantoms of evil. Good feems to have the 
fame proportion in thofe vifionary fcenes, as it 
obtains in real life : almoft all remarkable events 
have evil for their bafis ; and are either miferies 
incurred, or miferies efcaped. Our fenfe is fo 
much ftronger of what we fufFer, than of what 
we enjoy, that the ideas of pain predominate 
in almoft every mind. What is recolleftiog but 
a revival of vexations, or hiftory but a record of 
wars, treafons, artd calamities ? Death, which is 
confidered as the greateft evil, happens to all. 
The greateft good, be it what it will, is the lot 
but of a part. 

That 
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That they fliould often fee death is to be ex* 
peded ; becaufe death is an event frequent and 
important. But they fee likewlfe more pleafing 
incidents.^ A gentleman told me, that when he 
had once gone far from his own Ifland, one of his 
labouring fervants prediQed his return, and de- 
fcribcS the livery of his attendant, which he had 
never worn at home; and which had been, with- 
out any previous defign, occationally given him. 

Our defire of information was keen, and our 
inquiry frequent. Mr. BofwelPs franknefs and 
gaiety made every body communicative; and 
we heard many tales of thefe airy (hows, with 
more or lefs evidence and diftin£inefs. 

It is the common talk of the Lowland Scots^ 
that the notion of the Second Sight is wearing 
away with other fuperftitions ; and that its reali- 
ty is no longer fuppofed, but by the groffeft peo- 
ple. How far its prevalence ever extended, or 
what ground it has loft, I know not. The Iflan- 
ders of all degrees, whether of rank or underftand- 
itig, univerfally admit it, except the Minifters, 
' who univerfally deny it, and are fufpefted to 
deny it, in confequence of a iyftem, againft con- 
viftion; One of them honeftly told me, that 
he came to Sky with a refolution not to believe 
it. 

H 4 Strong 
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Strong reafons for incredulity will readily oc-' 
cur. This faculty of feeing things out of fight 
is local, and commonly ufelefs. It is a breach of 
the common order of things, without any vifible 
reafon or perceptible benefit. It is afcribed only 
to a people very little enlightened ; and among 
them, for the moft part, to the mean tind the 
ignorant. 

To the confidence of thefc objedions it may 
be replied, that by prefuniing to determine what 
is fit, and what is beneficial, they prefuppofe 
jnore knowledge of the univerfal fyftem than 
man has attained ; and therefore depend upon 
principles too complicated and extenfive for our 
comprehenfion ; and that there can be no fccuri- 
ty in t}ie confequence, when the premifes are not 
underdood ; that the Second Sighf is only won- 
derful becaufe it is rare, for^ confidered iaitfelf, ^ 
it involves no more difficulty than dreams, or 
perhaps than the regular exercife of the cogita- 
tive faculty ; that a general opinfon of commu- 
nicative impulfes, or vifionary rcprefentations, 
has prevailed in all ages and all nations ; that 
particular inftances have been given, with fuch 
evidence, as neither Bacon nor Bayle has been 
able to refift; that fudden impreiSons, which the 
event has verified, have been felt by more than 

own 
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own or publifh them ; that the Second Sight of 
the Hebrides implies only the local frequency of 
a power, which is nowhere totally unknown ; 
and that where we are unable to decide by ante- 
cedent reafon, we mufl: be content to yield to th^ 
force of teftimony . 

By pretenfion to Second Sight, no profit was 
ever fought or gained. It is an involuntary af- 
feSion, in which neither hope nor fear are 
kilown to have any part. Thofe who profefs to 
feel it, do not boaft of it as a privilege, nor are 
confidered by others as advantageoufly diftin- 
guiflied. They have no temptation to feign ; 
and their hearers have no motive to encourage 
the impofture. 

• 
" To talk with any of ihefe fe^rs is not eafy. 
There is one living in Sky, with whom we 
would have gladly converfed ; but he was very 
grofs and ignorant, and knew no Englifli. The 
proportion in thefe countries of the poor to the 
rich is fuclj, that if we fuppofe the equality to be 
accidental, it can very rarely, happen to a man of 
education ; and yet on fu^h men it has fome- 
times fallen. There is now a Second Sighted 
gentleman in the Highlands, who complains of 
the terrors to which he is expofed. 

H 5 The 
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The forefight of the Seers is not always pre- 
fcience : they are imprefled with images, of 
which the event only fliewi them the meaning. 
They tell what they have feen to others, who 
are at that time not more knowing than thenl- 
felves, but may become at laft very adequate 
witneffes, by comparing the narrative with its 
verification. 

To coUeft fufficient teftimonies for the fatis- 
faflion of the publick, or of ourfelves, would 
have required more time than we could beftow. 
There is, againft it, the feeming analogy of 
things confufedly ieen, and little underAood ; and 
for it, the indiftinft cry of national perfuafion^ 
which may be perhaps refolved at laft into- pre- 
judice and tradition. I never could advance my 
curiofity to convi£tion ; but came away at laft 
only v\ illing to believe. 

As there fubfifts no longer in the Iflands much 
of that pectJliar and difcriminative form of life, 
of which the idea had delighted our imagination, 
we were willing to IHlen to fuch accounts ofpaft 
times as would be given us. But we foon found 
what memorials were to be expeQed- from an il- 
literate people, whofe whole time is a feries of di- 
ftrefs; where every morning is labouring with 
expedients for the evening j and where ill mental 

pains 
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pains or pleafure arofe from th^ dread of win- 
ter, the expeSation of fpring, the caprices of 
their ^iefs, and the motions of the neighbour- 
ing clans ; where there was neither ftiame from 
ignorance, nor pride in knowledge ; neither curi- 
ofity to inquire, nor vanity to communicate. 

The Chiefs indeed were exempt from urgent 
penury, and daily difiicufties j and in their houfes 
were preferred what accounts remained of paft 
ages. But the Chiefs were fometimes ignorant 
and careleTs, and fometimes kept bufy by turbu- 
lence and contention ; and one generation of ig- 
norance effaces the whole feries of unwritten hlf- 
tory. Books are faithful repofitories, which may 
be a while negleSed or forgotten ; but when 
they are opened again, will again impart their 
inftruQion : memory, once interrupted, is not to 
be recalkd. Written learning is a fixed lumina- 
ry, which, after the cloud that had hidden it has - 
.paft away, is again bright in its proper ftation.. 
Tradition is but a meteor, which, i/once it falls,, 
cannot be rekindled.. 

It feems to be univerfally fuppofed, that much' 
of the local hiftory was preferved by the Bards, ^ 
of whom one is faid to have been retained by. 
every great family. After thefe Bards were fome - 
of my firll inquiries ; and I received Juch an— 

(wers-> 



i8o A JOURNEY TO THE 

fwers as, for a while, made me pleafe myfelf with 
my increafe of knowledge ; for I had not then 
learned how to eftimate the narration of a High- 
lander. 

Theyfaid that a great family had a Bard and 
a Senachi, who were the poet and hiftorian of 
the houfe ; and an old gentleman told me that 
he remembered one of each. Here was a dawn 
of intelligence. Of men that had lived within 
memory, fome certain knowledge *might be at- 
tained. Though the office had ceafed, its effe&s 
might continue ; the poems might be found, 
though there was no poet. 

Another converfation indeed informed me, 
that the fame man was both Bard and Senachi. 
This variation difcouraged me ; but as the prac- 
tice might be different in different times, or at 
the fame time in different families, there was yet" 
no reafon for fuppofing that I mull neceffarily (it 
down in total ignorance. , 

Soon after I was told by a gentleman, who 
is generally. acknowledged the greateft mafter of 
Hebridian antiquities, that there had indeed once 
been both Bards and Senachies ; and that Sena^ 
chi fignified the man of talk, or of converfation ; 
but that neither Bard nor Senachi had exifted 

for 
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for fome centuries. I have no reafon to dippofe 
it exaflly known at what time the cuftom ceaf- 
ed, nor did it probably ceafe in all houfes at once. 
But whenever the praSice of recitation was di(*- 
ufed, the works, whether poetical or hiftorical, 
periftied with the authors ; for in thofe times no- 
thing had been written in the Earfe language. 

Whether the Man of talk was a hiftorian, 
whofe office was to tell truth, or a ftory-teller, 
like thofe which were in the laft century, and 
perhaps are now among the Irifh, whofe tra3e was 
only to amufe, it now would be vain to inquire. 

Moft of the domeftick offices were, I believe, 
hereditary ; and probably the laureat of a clan 
was always the fon of the laft laureat. The 
hiftory of the race could no other wife be com- 
municated, or retained ; but what genius could 
be expeft^ in a poet by inheritance } 

The nation was wholly illiterate. Neither 
bards nor Senachies could write or read ; but if 
they were ignorant, there was no danger of de- 
tefkion ; they were believed by thofe whofe va- 
nity they flattered. 

The recital of genealogies, which has been 
confidered as very efficacious to the prefervation 

of 



i82 A JOURNEY TO THE 

of a true ferics of anceftry, was anciently made^ 
when the heir of the family came to manly age. 
This praftice has never fubfifted within time of 
memory, nor was much credit due to fuch re- 
hearfers, who might obtrude fiSitious pedigrees, 
either to pleafe their mafters, or to hide the de- 
ficiency of their own iriemories. 

Where the Chiefs of the Highlands have 
found the hiftories of their defccnt is difficult to 
tell ; for no Earfe genealogy was ever written. 
In general this only is evident, that the principal 
houfe of a clan muft be very ancient, and that 
thofe muft have lived long in a place, of whom, 
it is not known when they came thither. 

Thus hopelefs are all attempts to find any tra- 
ces of Highland learning. Nor are their primi- 
tive cuftoms and ancient manner of life otherwife* 
than very faintly and uncertainly remembered by 
the prefent race. 

The peculiarities which ftrike the native of a 
commercial country, proceeded in a great mea- 
fure from the want of money. To the fervants 
and dependents that were not domefticks,.and if an 
eftimate be made from the capacity of any of 
their old houfes which I have feen, their domef'- 
ticks could have been but few, were appropriated 
certain portions of land for their fuppor.t. 

Macdonald 
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Macdonald has a piece of ground yet, called the 
Bards or Seuachies field. When a beef was 
killed for the houfe, particular parts were claim- 
ed as fees by the feveral officers, or workmen. 
What was the right of each I have not learned. 
The head belonged to the fmith, and the udder 
of a cow to the piper : the weaver had likewife 
his particular part ; and fo many pieces fellowed 
thefe prefcriptive claims, that theJLaird's was at 
lad but little. 

The payment of rent in kind has been fo 
long difufed in England, that it is totally forgot- 
ten. It was praftifed very lately in the He- 
brides, aud probably ftill continues, not only in 
St. Kilda, where money is not yet known, but 
in others of the fmaller and remoter Iflands. It 
were perhaps to be defired, that no change in 
this particular (hould have been made. When 
the Laird could only eat. the produce of his 
lands, he was under the necedity of refiding 
upon them ; and when the tenant could not con- 
vert his flock into more portable riches, he could 
never be tempted away from his farm, from the 
only place where'he could be wealthy. Money 
confounds fubordlnation, by overpowering the 
diftinftions of rank and birth, and weakens 
authority by fupplying power of refift- 
ance, or expedients for efcape. The feudal 
fyftem is formed for a nation employed in 

agriculture. 
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agriculture, and has never long kept its hold, 
where gold and filver have become common. 

Their arms were anciently the Glaymore, 
or great two-handed fword, and afterwards the 
two-edged fword and target, or buckler, which 
was fuftained on the left arm. In the midft of 
the target, which was made of wood, covered 
with leather, and ftudded with nails, a flender 
lance, about two feet long, was fometimes fixed ; 
it was. heavy and cumberous, arid accordingly 
has for fome time paft been gradually laid afide. * 
Very few targets were at CuUoden. The dirk, 
or broad dagger, I am afraid, was of more ufe 
in private quarrels than in battles. The Loch- 
aber-ax is only a flight alteration of the old 
EngliflibiU. 

After all that has been faid of the force and 
terror of the Highland fword, I could not find 
that the art of defence was any part of common 
education. The gentlemen were perhaps fome- 
times {kilful gladiators, but the common men 
had no other powers than thofe of violence and 
courage. Yet it is well known, that the onfet of 
the Highlanders was very formidable. As an 
arnjy cannot confift of philofophers, a panick is 
eafily excited by any unwonted mode of annoy- 
ance. New dangers are naturally magnified ; 

and 
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and men accuflomed«only to exchange bullets 
at a diftance, and rather to hear their enemies 
than fee them, are difcouraged and amazed when 
they find themfelves encountered hand to hand^ 
and catch the gleam of fteel dailiing in their faces. 

The Highland weapons gave opportunity for 
many exertions of perfonal courage, and fome- 
times for fingle combats in the field ; like thofe 
which occur fo very, frequently in fabulous wars. 
At Falkirk, a gentleman now living, was^ I 
fuppofe, after the retreat of the king's troops, 
engaged at a diftance from the reft with an Iriih 
dragoon. They were both (kilful fwordfrnei^, 
and the conteft was not eafily decided : the dra- 
goon at laft had the advantage, and the High- 
lander called for quarter ; but quarter was re- 
fufed him, and the fight continued till he was re- 
duced to defend himfelf upon his knee. At that 
inftant one of the Macleo^s came to his refcue j 
who, as it is faid, oflFered quarter to the dra- 
goon, but he thought himfelf obliged to rejeft 
what he had before refufed, and, as battle gives 
little time to deliberate, was immediately killed. 

Funerals were formerly folemnized by calling 
multitudes together, and entertaining them at 
great expence. This emulation of ufelefs coft 
has been for fome time difcouraged, and at laft 
in the ifte of Sky is.almoft fupprefled. 

Of 
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Of the Earfe language, as I underftand no- 
thing, I cannot fay more than I have been 
told. It is the rude fpeech vf a barbarous peo- 
ple, who had few thoughts to exprefs, and were 
conteiTt, as they conceived grofsly, to be grofsly 
underftood. After what has been lately talked of 
Highland Bards, and Highland genius, many 
will ftartle when they are told, that the Earfe 
never was a written language ; that there is 
not in the world an Earfe manufcript a hundred 
years old; and that the founds of the High- 
landers wdrc never exprejTed by letters, till fome 
little books of piety were t ran dated, and a me- 
trical vcrfion of the Pfalms was made by the 
Synod of Argyle. Whoever therefore now 
writes in this language, fpells according to his 
own perception of the found, and his own idea 
of the power of the letters. The Welfli and 
the Irifh are cultivated tongues. The Welfli, 
two hundred years ago, infulted their Englifli 
neighbours for the inftability of their ortho- 
graphy; while the Earfe merely floated in the 
breath of the people, and could therefore receive 
little improvement. 

When a language begins to teem with books^ 
it is tending to refinement ; as thofe who un- 
dertake to teach others muft hive undergone 
fome labour in improving themfelves, they fet a 

proportionate 
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proportionate value on tfceir own thoughts, and 
wilh to enforce them by efficaciou#cxpreffions ; 
fpeech becomes embodied and permanent ; differ- 
ent modes and phrafes are compared, and the bed 
obtmns an eftablifhment. By degrees one age 
improves upon another. ExaQn^fs is firft ob- 
tained, and afterwards elegance. But di6bion, 
merely vocal, is always in its childhood. As no 
man leaves his eloquence behind him» the iiew 
generations have all to learn. There may pof- 
fibly be books without a poiifhed language, but 
there can be no poliihed language without 
books. 

m 

That the Bards could not read more than the 
reft of their countrymen, it is reafonable to fup- 
pof^ becaufe, if they had read, they could pro-< 
bably have written ; and how high their tompo- 
fitions may reafonably be rated, an inquirer may 
beft judge by confidering what ftores of imagery, 
what principles of ratiocination, what compre- 
henfion of knowledge, and what delicacy of elo- 
cution he has known any man attain who cannot 
read. The ftate of the Bards was yet more 
hopelefs. He that cannot read, may now con- 
verfe with thofe that can ^ but the Bard was a 
barbarian among barbarians, who, knowing no- 
thing himfelf, lived with others -that knew no 
more. 

There 
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There has lately baen in the Iflands one oT 
thefe iUiteitte poets, who hearing the Bible 
read at churchy is faid to have turned the fa- 
cred hiftory into verfe. I heard part of a dia- 
logue^ compofed by him, tranflated by a young 
lady in Mull, and thought it had more meaning 
than I expeded from a man totally uneducated ; 
but he had fome opportunities of knowledge; 
he lived among a learned people. After all that 
has been done for the inftrudion of the High- 
landers, the antipathy between their language 
and literature ftill continues ; and no man that 
has learned only Earfe, is, at this time, able to 
read. 

The Earfe has many dialers, and. the words 
ufed in fome Iflands are not always knov^ in 
others. In literate nations, though the pronun- 
ciation, and fometiraes the words of common 
fpeech may differ,' as now in England, compared 
with the South of Scotland, yet there is a writ- 
ten diftion, which pervades all dialefts, and is 
underftood in every province. But where the 
whole language is colloquial, he that has only 
one part, never gets the refl, as he cannot get it 
but by change of refidence. 

In an unwritten fpeech, nothing that is not 
very fliort is tranfmitted from one generation to 

another. 
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another. ' Few have opportu«ities of hearing a 
long compofition often enough to learn it, or 
have inclination to repeat it fo often as is necef- 
fary to retain it ; and what is once forgotten is 
loft for ever. I believe there cannot be reco- 
vered, in the whole Earfe language, five hun- 
dred lines of which there is any evidence to 
prove them a hundred years old. Yet I hear 
that the father of Oilian boafts of two cheflts 
more of ancient poetry, which he fupprefles, be- 
caufe they are too good for the Englifti. 

He that goes into the Highlands with a mind 
naturally acquiefcent, and a credulity dager for 
wonders, may come back with an opinion very 
different £rom mine ; for the inhabitants know- 
ing the ignorance of all ftrangers in their lan- 
guage and antiquities, perhaps are not very fcru- 
pulous adherents to truth ; yet I do not fay that 
they delibprately fpeak ftudied falfchood, or have 
a fettled purpofe to deceive. They have in- 
quired and confidered little, and do not always 
feel their own ignorance. They are not much 
accuftomed to be interrogated by others; and 
feem never to have thought upon interrogating 
themfelves ; . fo that if they do not know what 
they tell to be true, they likewife do not diftinftly 

perceive it to be falfi^. 

Mr. Bofwell 
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Mr. Bofwell was very diligent in his inqui- 
ries; and the refult of his inveftigations was^ 
that the anfwer to the fecond queftion was 
commonly fuch as nullified the ^nfwer to 
the firft. 

We were a while told, that they had an old 
tranflation of the fcriptures ; and told it till it 
would appear obftinacy to inquire again. Yet 
by continued accumulation of queftions we founds 
that the tranflatiou meant, if any meaning there 
were, was nothing elfe than the Iriih Bible. 

We heard of manufcripts that were, or that 
had been in the hands of fomebody's father, or 
grandfather; but at lad we had no reafon to 
believe they^ were other than Irifh. Martin 
mentions Irifb, but never any Earfe manufcripts, 
to be found in the Iflands in his time. 

I fuppofe my opinion of the poems'of Offian 
is already difcovered. I believe they never exifted 
in any other form than that which we have 
fcen. The editor, or author, never could Ihew 
the original; nor can it be. (hewn by any other; 
to revenge reafonable incredulity, by refufing 
evidence, is a degree of infolence, with which 
the world is not yet acquainted ; and ftubborn 
audacity is the laft refuge of guilt. It would be 

eafy - 



WESTERN ISLANDS, &c. 191 

cafy to (hew it if he' had it; but whence could 
it be had ? It is too long to be remembered, 
and the language formerly had nothing written. 
He has doubtlefs inferted names that circulate 
in popular ftories, and may hare tranflated 
fome wandering ballads, if any can be found ; 
and the names, and fome of the images being 
recoUeded, make an inaccurate auditor imagine, 
by the help of Caledonian bigotry, that he has 
formerly heard the whole. 

I aiked a very learned miniftcr- in Sky, who 
had ufed all arts to make me believe the genuine- 
nefs of the book, whether at laft he believed it 
hitnklii but he would not anfwer. He wiflied 
me to be deceived, for the honour of his country ; 
but would not diredly and formally deceive me. 
Yet has this man's teftimony been publickly 
produced, as of one that held Fingal to be the 
work of Offian. 

It is faid, that fome men of integrity profefs to 
have heard parts of it, but they all heard them 
when they were boys; and it was never faid 
that any of them could recite fix lines. They 
remember names, and perhaps fome proverbial 
fentiments ; and, having no diflinft ideas, coin a 
refembiance without an original. The perfua- 
fion of the Scots, however, is far from univer- 

fal; 



192 A JOURNEY TO THE 

fal ; and in a queflion fo capable of proof, why 
ihould doubt be fufFered to continue? The 
editor has been heard to fay, that part of the 
poem was received by him, in the Saxon 
charaSer. He has then found, by fome pe- 
culiar fortune, an unwritten language, writ- 
ten in a charader which the natives probably 
never beheld. 

I have yet fuppofed no impofture but in the 
publiiher, yet I am far from certainty, that 
fome tranflations have not been lately made^ 
that may now be obtruded as parrs of the ori- 
ginal work. Credulity on one part is a ftrong 
temptation to deceit on the other, efpecially to 
deceit of which no perfonal injury is the confe- 
quence, and which flatters the author with 
his own ingenuity. The Scots have fomething 
to plead for their eafy reception of an impro- 
bable fiQion : they are feduced by their fond- 
nefs for their fuppofed anceftors. A Scotchman 
muft be a very fturdy moralifl, who does not 
love Scotland better than truth : he will zU 
wajts love it better than inquiry ; and if falfe- 
hood flatters his vanity, will not be very diligent 
to detect it. Neither ought the Englifti to be 
much influenced by Scotch authority; for of 
the pafl: and prefent (late of the whole Earfe na- 
tion, the Lowlanders are at leaft as ignorant as 

ourfelves. 






WESTERN ISL-ANDS, &c. 193 

To be ignorant is painful ; but it is dange- 
rous to quiet our uneafmefs by the delufive 
opiate of hafty perfuafion. 

But this is the age in which thofe who could 
not read, have been fuppofed to write ; in which 
the giants of antiquated romance have been Exhi- 
bited as realities. If we know little of the anci- 
ent Highlanders, let us not fill the vacuity with 
Offian. If we have not fearched the Magella- 
nick regions, let us however forbear to people 
them with Paragons. 

■ 

Having waited fome days at Armidel, we 
were flattered at laft with a wind that promifed 
to convey us to Mull. We went on board a 
boat that was taking in kelp, and left the Ifle of 
Sky behind us. We were doomed to experi- 
ence, like others, .he danger of trufting to the 
wind, which blew againft us, in a fliort time, 
with fuch violence, that we, being no feafoned 
failors, were willing to call it a tempefl. I was 
f(^a-fick and lay idown. Mr. Bofwell kept the 
deck. The mafter knew not well whither K) go ; 
and 6ur difficulties might perhaps have filled a 
very pathetick page, had not Mr. Maclean of Col, 
who, with every other qualification which infu- 
lar life requires is a very aftive and flcilful raari- 
ner, piloted us fafe into his own harbour* 

I . In 
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COL. 

In tlic mornitig wc found ourfelves under the 
Ifle of Col, where we landed ; and pafled the 
firft day and night with Captain Maclean, a 
gentleman who has lived fome time in the Eaft 
Indies; but having dethroned no Nabob, is not. 
too rich to fettle in his own country. 

Next day the wind was fair, and we might 
have had an cafy paffage to Mull ; but having, 
contrarily to our own intention, landed upon a 
new Ifland, we would not leave it wholly unex- 
amined. We therefore fuffered the veflel to 
depart without us, and trufted the fkies for ano- 
ther wind. 

Mr. Maclean of Col, haying a very numerous 
family, has, for fome time part, refided at Aber- 
deen, that he may fuperintend their education, 
and leaves the young gentleman, our friend, to 
govern his dominions, with the full power of a 
Highland Chief. By the abfence of the Laird's 
family, our entertainment was made more diffi* 
dblt, becaufe the houfe was in a great degree dif- 
furnifhed ; but young Col's kindne.fs and aQivity 
fupplied.all defeats, and procured us more than 
fufBcicnt accoipmodation. 

Here 
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Here I firft mounted a littte Highland fteed ; 
and . if there had been many fpeftators, (hould 
have been fomewhat afliamed of my figure in the 
march. The horfes of the Iflands, as of other 
barren countries, are very low : they are indeed 
mufculous and ftrong, beyond what their fize 
gives reafon for expcSing ; but a bulky man upon 
one of their backs makes a very difproportionate 
appearance. 

From the habitation of Captain Maclean, we 
went to Griflipol, but called by the way on Mr. 
Heftor Maclean, the Minifter of Col, whom 
we found in a hut, that is, a houfe of only one 
floor, but with windows and chimney, and not 
inelegantly furnifh-ed. Mr. Maclean has the re- 
putation of great learning: he is feventy-feven 
years old, but not infirm, with a look of ve- 
nerable dignity, excelling what I remember in 
any other man, - 

His converfation was not unfuitable to his ap- 
pearance, I loft fome of his good-will, by 
treating a heretical writer with more regard than 
in his opinion, a heretick could deferve. I ho- 
noured bis orthodoxy, and did not much cenfure 
his afperity. . A man who has fettled Jhis opinions, 
does not love to have the tranquillity of hi» 

I 2 conviftioR 



296 A JOURNEY TO THE 

conviftion difturbed ; and at feventy-feven it is 
time to be in earned. 

Mention was made of the Earfe tranflation of 
the New Teftament, which has been lately 
publiihed, and of which the learned Mr. 
Macqueen of Sky fpoke with commendation ; 
but Mr. Maclean faid he did not ufe it, 
becaufe he could make the text more in- 
telligible to his auditors by an extemporary 
verfion. From this I inferred, that the language 
of the tranflation was not the language of the Ifle 
of Col. 

He has no publick edifice for the exercife of 
his miniftry; and can officiate to^no greater 
' number, than a room can contain ; and the 
room of a hut is not very large. This is all the 
opportunity of worfhip that is now granted to 
the inhabitants of the Ifland, fome of whom 
muft travel thither perhaps ten miles. Two cha- 
pels were ereSed by their anceftors, of which I 
faw the fkeletons, which now fland faithful 
witnefies of the tr'iumph of Reformation. 

The want of churches is not the only impedi- 
ment to piety : there is like wife a want of Mi- 
nifters. A parifli often contains more Iflands.than 
Oiie J and each liland can have the Minifter only 

in 
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in Its own turn. At Raafa they had, I think, aright 
to fervice only ev^ry third Sunday. All the provi- 
lion made by the prefent ecclefiaftical conftitu- ' 
tion, for the inhabitants of about a hundred fquare 
miles, is a prayer and fermon in a little room, 
once in three weeks : and even this parfimonious 
diAribution is at the mercy of the weather ; and 
in thofe Jflands where the Minifter does not re- 
fide, it is impoflible to tell how many weeks or 
months may pafs without any publick exercife of 
religion. 

G RIB SI POL IN COL. 

After a Ihort converfation with Mr. Maclean^s 
Sve went on to Griffipol, a houfe and farm te- 
nanted by Mr. Macfweyn, where I faw more of 
the ancient life of a Highlander, than I had yet 
found. Mrs. Macfweyn could fpeak no Englifh, 
* and had never feen any other places than the iflands 
of Sky, Mull, and Col : but flie was hofpitable 
and good humoured and fpread her table with fuf- 
ficient liberality. We found tea here, as in eve* 
ry other place^ but our fpoons were of horn. 



. The houfe of Griffipol ftands by a brook very 
clear and quick ; which is, I fuppofe, one of the 
moft copious ftreams in the Ifland. This place 
was the fcene of an aSion, much celebrated in 

I 3, the 
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the traditional hiftory of Col, but which pro- 
bably no two relaters will tell alike. 

Some time, in the obfcure ages, Macncil of 
Barra married the Lady Maclean, who had the 
Ille of Col for her jointure. Whether Macneil 
detained Col, when the widow was dead, or 
whether (he lived fo long as to make her heirs 
impatient, is perhaps not now known. The 
younger fon, called John Gerves, or John the 
Giant, a man of great ftrength, who was then 
in Ireland, either for fafety, or for education, 
dreamed of recovering his inheritance ; and get- 
ting fome adventurers together, which, in thofe 
unfettled times, was not hard to do, invaded 
CoU He was driven away, but was not difcou- 
raged ; and collecting new followers, in three 
years came again with fifty men. In his way he 
flopped at ^rtorinifli in Morvern, where his . 
uncle was prifoner to Macleod, and was then 
with his enemies in a teirt. Maclean took with 
him only one fervant, whom he ordered to flay 
at the outfide ; and where he (hould fee the tent 
preffed outwards, to ftrike with his dirk ; it be- 
ing the intention of Maclean, as any man pro- 
voked him, to lay hands upon him, and pufli 
him back. He entered the tent alone, with his 
Lochabar-axe in his hand, andflruckfuch ter- 
ror 
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ror into the whole alTembly, that they difmified 
his uncle. 

When he landt^d at Col, he faw the fentU 
nel, who kept watch towards the fea, running 
off to Griflipol, to give Macneil, who was there 
with a hundred and twenty men, an account of 
the invafion. *He told Macglll, one of his fol- 
lowers, that if he intercepted that dangerous in- 
telligence, by catching the courier, he would 
give hrm certain lands in Mull. Upon th'rs 
promife, Macgill purfued the meflenger, and 
cither killed, or flopped him ; and his pof- 
terity, till very lately, held the lands in 
MulL 

The alarm being thus prevented, he came 
unexpeftedly upon Macneil. Chiefs were in. 
thofe days never wholly unprovided for an enemy. 
A fight enfued, in which one of their followers 
is faid to have given an extuordinary proof of 
aftivity, by bounding backwards over the brook 
of Griffipol. Macneil being killed, and many 
of his clan deftroyed, Maclean took^pofleflion. 
of the Ifland, which the Macneils attempted to. 
conquer by another invafion, but were defeated: 
and repulfed. 

Maclean, in his turn« invaded the eftate of 
the Macneilsj took the caftle of Brecacig, and 

I 4 conquered 
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conquered the Ifle of Barra, which he held for 
feven years, and then reftored it to the heirs. 

CASTLE orCdL. 

From Criffipol, Mr. Maclean conduaed ua 
to his father's feat ; a neat new houfe, ereded 
near the old caftle, I think, by ^the laft propri- 
etor. Here we were allowed to take our ftation, 
and lived very commodioufly, while we waited 
for moderate weather and a fair wind, which 
we did uot io foon obtain, but we had time to 
get fome information of the prefcnt ftate of 
Col, partly by inquiry, and* partly by occafio- 
nal cxcurfions. 

Col is computed to be thirteen miles in 

length, and three in breadth. Both the ends 

are the property of the Duke of Ar^yle, but 

,\the middle belongs to Maclean, who is called 

Col, as the only Laird, 

Col is not properly rocky : it is rather one 
continued rock, of a furface much diverfified 
with protuberances, and covered with a thin 
layer of earth, which is often broken, and dif- 
covers the ftone. ' Such a foil is not foi; plants 
^at ftrike deep roots ; and perhaps in the whole 
Ifland nothing has evier yet grown to the height- 

of 
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of a table. The uncultivated parts, are clothed 
with heath, among which » induftry has inter- 
fperfed fpots of grafs and corn ; but no attempt 
has yet been made to raife a tree. Young Col, 
who has a very laudable defire of improving* his 
patrimony, purpofes fome time to plant an or- 
chard , which, if it be (heltered by a wall, nmy 
perhaps fucceed. He has introduced the culture 
of turnips, of which he has a field, where the 
whole work was performed by his own hand. 
His intention is to provide food for his cattle in 
the winter. This innovation was confidered by 
Mr. Macfweyn as the idle projefik of a young 
head, heated with Englifh fancies ; but he has 
now found that turnips will really grow, and 
that hungry (heep andx:ows will really eat them* 

By fuch acquifitions as thefe, the Hebrides 
may in time rife above their annual diftrefs. 
Wherever heath will grow, there is reafonto- 
think fomething better may draw nourifliment j 
and by trying the produQion of other places,, 
plants will be found fuitable to every foil. 

Col has many lochs, fome of which have 
trouts and eels, and others have never yet been- 
flocked ; another proof of the negligence of the- 
Iflanders, who might take fifh in the inland wa* 
ters, when they cannot go to fea, 

1-5, Their 
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Their quadrupeds are horfes, cows, (heep, 
and goats. They have neither deer, hares, nor 
rabbits. They have no vermin, except rats, 
which have been lately brought thither by feas 
as to other places ; and are free from ferpents^ 
f|^gs, and toads. 

The harveft in Col^ and in Lewis, is ripe 
fooner than in Sky ; and the winter in Col is ne- 
ver cold, but very tempeftuous. I know not 
that I ever heard the wind lo loud in any other 
place ; and Mr. Bofwell obferved, that its 
noife was all its own, for there were no trees 
to increafe it. 

Noife is not the word efFefl: of the tempeds ; 
for they have thrown the fand from the fhore 
over a confiderable part of .the land; and it is 
faid dill to encroach and deftroy more and more 
pafture ; 4)ut I am not of opinion, that by any 
furveys or landmarks, its limits have . been ever 
fixed, or its progreflion afcertained. If one man has 
confidence enough to fay, that it advances,nobody 
can bring any proof to fupport him in denying 
it. The reafon why it is not fpread to a greater 
extent, feeinte to be, that the wind and rain come 
. almoft together, and that it is made dofe and 
heavy by the wet before the ftorms can pu^ it in 
motion^ So thick is the bed^. and fo fmall the 

pa5- 
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particles, that if a traveller (hould be caught by 
a fudden guft in dry weather, he would find it 
very difF.cult to efcape with life. 

For natural curiofities, I was ftiown only two 
great mafles of (lone, which lie loofe upon the 
ground ; one on the top of a hill, and the other 
at a fmall diftance from the bottom. They 
certainly were never put into their prefent places 
by human ftrengih or (kill ; and though an earth- 
quake might have broken ofiF the lower ftone,, 
and rolled it into the valley, no account can be 
given of the other, which lies on the hill, unlefs^ 
which I forgot to examine, there be ftill near it 
fome higher rock,, from which it might be torn. 
All nations have a tradition, that their earlieft an*' 
ceftors were giants, and thefe flones are faid to 
have been thrown up and down by a giant and 
his miftrefs. There are fo naany more impor- 
tant things, of^hich human knowledge can give 
no account, that it may be forgiven lis, if wa: 
fpeculatAio longer, on two ftones in CoL. 

This ifland'is very populous. About nine-and— 
twenty years ago, thefcncible men of Col were 
reckoned one hundred and rorty, which is the fixth ' 
of eight hundred and forty ; and probably fome 
contrived to be left owt of the lift. . The Mini-: 
fter told us, that a few years ago the inhabitants 

were 
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were eight hundred, between the ages of fcven 
and of feventy. Rpund numbers are feldom ex- 
ad. But in this cafe the authority is good, and 
the errour likely to be little. If to the eight 
hundred be added what the laws of computatioa 
require, they will be increafed to at leaft a thou- 
fand ; and if the dimenfions of the country have 
been accurately related, every mile maintains 
more than twenty-five. 

This proportion of habitation is greater than 
the appearance of the country feems to admit ; 
for wherever the eye wanders, it fees much 
wafte and little cultivation. I am more inclined 
to extend the land, of which no meafure has 
ever been taken, than to diminifli the people^ 
who have been really numbered. Let it be fup- 
pofed, that a computed mile contains a mile and 
a half, as was commonly found true in the mtn^ 
furation of the Englifk roads, and we fhall then 
al|ot nearly twelve to a mile, which agrees mucb^ 
better with ocular obfervation. ^ 

Here^ as in Sky and other Iflands, are the 
Laird, the Tackfmen. and the under tenants* 

Mr. Maclean, the Laird, has very exten- 
five poffeffions, being pi%prietot, not only of 

far 



WESTERN ISLANDS, &cc. s.o< 

I 

far the greater part of Col, but of the extenfive 
Ifland of Rum, and a very condderable territory 
in Mull. 

Rumis one of the larger Iflands, almoft fquare^ 
and therefore of great capacity in proportion to 
its fides. By the ufual method of eftimating 
computed extent, it may contain more than a 
hundred and twenty fquare miles* 

It originally belonged to Clanronald, and was 
purchafed by Col ; who in fome difpute about 
the bargain, made Clanronald prifoner, and kept 
him nine months in coniinefnent. Its owner re- 
prefents it as mountainous, rugged and barren. 
In the hills there are red deer. The horfes are 
very fmall, but of a breed eminent for beauty. 
Col, not IcMig ago, bought one of them from a 
tenant ; who told him, that as- he was of, a fhape 
uncommonly elegant, he could not fell htm but at 
at a high price ; and that whoever had him fliould 
pay a guinea and a half. 

There are faid to be in Barra a race of horfes 
yet fmaller> of which the higheft is. not above 
thirty- fix inches* . 

The rent of Rum is not great. Mr. Maclean 
declared, that hefliould.be very rich, if he could 

fet. 
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fet his land at two-pence half-pency an acre. 
The inhabitants are fifty-eight families, who 
continued Paptils for fome time after the Laicd 
became a Proteflant. Their adherence to their 
old religion was" ftrengthened by the countenance 
of the Laird's fifler, a zealous Romanift^ till one 
Sunday, as they were going to mafs under the 
conduct of their patronefs, Maclean met themoa 
the way, gave one of them a blow on the head 
with a yellow ftick, 1 fuppofe a cane, for which 
the Earfe had no name, and drove them to the? 
kirk, from which they have never fince departed. 
Since the ufe of this method of converfion, the 
inhabitants of Egg and Camia, who continue 
Papifts call the Proteflantifm of Rum, the relir 
gion of the Yellow Stick. 

The pnly Popifh Iflands are Egg and C^nna. 
Egg is the principal Ifland of a parifh, in which,, 
though he has no congregation, the Proteftant 
Minifter refides, I have heard of nothing curious 
in it but the cave in which a former generation 
of the Iflanders were fmothered by Macleod. 

If wahad trayelled with more leifure, it had 
not been fit to have negleSed the Popifli Ifland* 
Popery is favourable to ceremony ; and among 
ignorant nations, ceremony is the only preferva- 
tive. of. tradition Since proteftantifm was ex- 

tf^ndcd. 



WESTERN ISLANDS, &c. 207 

tended to the favage parts of Scotland, it has per- 
haps been one of the chief labours of the Mini- 
fters to abolifh ftated obfervances, becaafe they 
continued the remembrance of the former reli- 
gion. We therefore who came to hear old tra- 
ditions, and fee antiquated manners, Ciould pro- 
bably have found them amongft the Papifts, 

Canna, the other Popifh Ifland, belongs to 
Clanronald. It is faid not to comprife more than 
twelve miles of land, and yet maintains as many 
inhabitants as Rum. 

We were at Col under the proteSion of the 
young Laird, without any of the diftreffes, which 
Mr. Pennant, in a fit of fimple credulity, feems 
to think almoft worthy of an elegy by Offian, 
Wherever we roved, we were pleafed to fee the 
reverence with which his fubjefts regarded hiai. 
He did not endeavour to dazzle them by any 
magnificence of drefs : his only diftinSion was a 
feather in bis bonnet ; but as foon as he appeared, 
they forfook their work and cluttered about him : 
he took them by the hand, and they feemed Inu-i 
tually delighted. He has the proper difpofition 
of a Chieftain, and feems defirous to continue 
the cuftoms of his houfe. The bagpiper played 
regularly, when dinner v^as fferved, whofe per- 
fon and drefs made a good appearance^ and he 

/ l)rought 
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brought no difgrace upon the family of Rankin, 
ivhich has long fupplied the Lairds of Col with 
hereditary mufick. 

The Tackfmen of Col feem to live with kfs 
dignity and convenience than thofe of Sky ; 
where they had good houfes, and tables not onl/ 
plentiful, but delicate. In Col only two houfes 
pay the window tax ; for only two have fix 
windows, which, I fuppofe,. are the Laird's and 
Mr. Macfweyn's* 

The rents have, till within feven years, been* 
paid in kind, but the tenants finding that cattle 
and corn varied in their price, defired for the fu- 
ture to give their landlord money ; which, not- 
having yet arrived at the philofophy of commerce^ 
they confider as being every year of the fame 
value. 

We are told of a particular mode of under- 
tenure. The Tackfman admits fome of his 
inferiour neighbours to the cultivation of his 
grounds, on condition that performing all the 
work, and giving a third paft of the feed, they 
ihall keep a certain number of cows, . ftieep, and 
goats, and reap a third part of the harveft. Thus 
by lefs than the tillage of two acres they pay the 
rqnt of one. 

TJierc 
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There are tenants below the rank of Tackfmen, 
that have got fmaller tenants under them ; for in 
every place, where nnoney is not the general equi- 
valent, there muft be fonie whofe labour is im- 
mediately paid by daily food. 

A country that has no money, is by no means 
convenient for beggars, both becaufe fuch coun- 
tries are comriionly poor, and becaufe charity re- 
quires fome trouble and fome thought. A penny 
is eafily given upon the firft impulfe of compaffion, 
or< impatience of importunity ; but few will de- 
liberately fearch their cupboards or their' gra- 
naries to find out fomething to give. A penny is 
iikewife eafily fpent ; but viSuals, if they are 
unprepared, require houle-room, and fire, and 
utenfils, which the beggar knows not where to 
find. 

Yet beggars there fometimes are, who wander 
from Ifland to Ifland. We had, in our paffage 
to Mull, the company of a woman and her child, 
who had exhaufted the charity of Col. The 
arrisTal of a beggar on an Ifland is accounted a 
finiftrous event. Every body confiders that he 
(hall have the lefs for what he gives away. Their 
alms, I believe, is generally oatmeal. 

Near 
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Near to Col is another Ifland called Tireyc, 
eminent for iis fertility. Though it has but half 
the extent of Rum, it is fo well peopled, that 
there have appeared, not long ago, nine hundred 
and fourteen in a funeral. The plenty of this 
Ifland enticed beggars to it, who feemed fo 
burthenfome to the inhabitants, that a formal 
compa£l was drawn up, by which they obliged 
themfelvcs to grant no more relief to cafual wan- 
derers, becaufe they had among them an indigent 
woman of high birth, whom they confidered as 
entitled to all that they could fpare. I have read 
the flipulation, whicff was indited with juridical 
formality,^ but was never made valid by regular 
fubfcription. 

If the inhabitants of Col have nothing to give. 
It is not that they are opprefled by their landlord: 
their leafes feem to be very profitable. One 
farmer, who pays only feven pounds a year has 
maintained feven daughters and three fons, of 
whom the eldefl is educated at Aberdeen for the 
miniftry ; and now at every vacation, opens a 
fchool in Col. 

Life is here, in fome refpeSs, improved be- 
yond the condition of fome other Iflands. In 
Sky what is wanted can only be bought, as the 

arrival 
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arrival of fome wandering pedlar may afford an 
opportunity ; but in Col there is a (landing (hop, 
and at Mull there arc two. A (hop in the Iflands, 
as in other places of little frequehtation, is a rc- 
pofitory of every thing requifite for common ufe. 
Mr. Bofwell's journal was filled, and he bought 
fome paper in Col. To a man that ranges the 
ftreets of London, where he is tempted to con- 
trive wants for the pleafure of fupplying them, a 
ihop affords no image worthy of attention ; but 
in an ifland, it turns the balance of exiftence be* 
tween good Ad evil. To live in perpetual want 
of little things, is a (late not indeed of torture, 
but of conftant vexation. I have in Sky had fome 
difficulty to find ink for a letter ; and if a woman 
breaks her needle, the work is at a ftop. 

As it is, the Iflanders are obliged to content 
themfelves with fuccedaneous means for many 
common purpofes. I have feen the chief man of 
a very wide di(lri3 riding with a halter for a 
bridle, and governing his hobby with a wooden 
curb. 

The people of Col, however, do not want 
dexterity to fupply fome of their neceflitiea. Se- 
veral arts which make trades, and demand ap- 
prentice(hips in great cities, are here the praAices 
of daily ceconomy. In every houfe candles are 

made, 
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made, both moulded and dipped. Their wicks 
are fmall flireds of linen cloth. They all know- 
how to extras from the Cuddy, oil for their 
lamps. They all tan ikins, and make brogues. 

As we travelled througli Sky, we faw many 
cottages, but they very frequently flood fingle on 
the naked ground. In Col, where^the hills open- 
ed a place convenient for habitation, we found a 
petty village, of which every hut had a little gar- 
den adjoining ; thus they made an appearance of 
focial commerce and mutual ofEcesf and of fome 
attention to convenience and future fupply. There 
is not in the Weftern Iflands- any colleSion of 
buildings that can make pretenfions to be called 
a town, except in the Ifle of Lewis, which I 
have not feen. 

If Lewis is dlftinguiftied by a town, Col has 
alfo fomething peculiar. The young Laird has 
attempted what no Iflander perhaps ever thought 
on. He has begun a road capable of a wheel- 
carriage. He has carried it about a mile, and 
will continue it by annual elongation from his 
houfe to the harbour. 

Of taxes here is no reafon for complainilng ; 
they are paid by a very eafy compofition. The 
malt-tax for Col is twenty ftiillings. Whi&y is 

very 
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▼ery plentiful : there are feveral ft ills in the 
ifland, and more is made than the inhabitants 
confume. 

The great bufinefs of infular policy is now 
to keep the people in their own country. As the 
world has-been let in upon them, th^y have heard 
of happier climates, and lefs arbitrary govern- 
ment ; and if they are difgufted, have emiflaries 
among them ready to offer them land and houfes, 
as a reward for deferting their Chief and clan. 
Many have departed both from the main of Scot- 
land, and from,the Iflands ; and all that go may 
be confidered as fubjeQs lolt to the Britiih crown ; 
for a nation fcattered in the boundlefs regions of 
America refembles rays diverging from a focus. 
All the rays remain, but the heat is gone. Their 
power confifted in their concentration ; when they 
are difperfed, they have no effefl:. 

It may be thought that they are happier by the 
change ; but they are not happy as a nation, for 
they are a nation no longer. As they contribute 
not to the profperity of any community, they 
mufl want that fecurity, that dignity, that hap- 
pinefs, whatever it be, which a profperous (com- 
munity throws back upon individuals. 
' Tho 
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The inhabitants of Col have not yet learned 
to be weary of their heath and rocks, but attend 
their agriculture and their daries, without liften- 
ing to American feducements. 

There arc fome however who think that this 
emigration has raifed terrour difproportionate to 
its real evil ; and that it is only a new niiode of 
doing what was always done. The Highlands, 
they fay, never maintained their natural inhabi- 
bitants ; but the people, when they found theni- 
felves too numerous, inftead of extending culti- 
vation, provided for themfelves l^ a more com- 
pendious method, and fought better fortune iri 
other countries. They did not indeed go away 
in coUeSive bodies, but withdrew invifibly, a 
few at a time ; but the whole number of fogi- 
tives was not lefs, and the difference betvi^een 
other times and this is only the fame as between 
evaporation and eflPufion. ^ 

This is plaufible, but I am afraid it is not true. 
Thofe who went before, if they were not fenfibly 
miffed, as the argument fuppofes, muft have 
gone either in lefs number, or in a manner lefs 
detrimental, than at prcfent ; becaufe formerly 
there was no complaint* Thofc who then left 
the country were generally the idle dependants 
on overbutthened families, or men who had no 

property; 
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property ; and therefore carried away only them- 
felves. In the prefent eagernefs of emigration, 
families, and almoft communities, go away toge- 
ther. Thofe who were confidered as profperous 
and wealthy fell their (lock and carry away the 
money. Once none went away but the ufelefs 
and poor ; in fome parts there is now reafon to 
fear that none will (lay but thofe who are too poor 
to remove themfelves, and too ufelefs to be re- 
moved at the c©ft of others. 

Of antiquity there is not more knowledge in 
Col than in other places ; but every where fome- 
thing may be gleaned. 

How ladies w^rc portioned, when there was 
no money, it wotild be difficult for an Engliih- 
man to guefs. In 1 9^g, Maclean of Dronart in 
Mull married his fifter Fingala to Maclean of 
Col, with a hundred and eighty kine : and fti- 
pulated, that if (he became a widow, her jointure 
ihould be three hundred and fixty. I fuppofe 
fome proportionate trad of land was appropriated 
to their pafturage. 

The difpofition to pompous and cxpcnfive fu- 
nerals, which has at one time or other prevailed 
in mofl: parts of tlfe civilized world, is not yet 
fupprefted in the lilands, though fome of the an- 
cient 
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cient folemnities are worn away, and fingers arc 
no longer hired to attend the proceffion. Nine- 
teen years ago, at the burial of the Laird of Col, 
were killed thirty cows, and about fifty iheep. 
The number of the cows is pofitively told, and 
we muft fuppofe other viQuals in like proportion. 

Mr. Maclean informed us of an odd game, of 
which he did not tell the original, but which may 
perhaps be ufed in other places, A^ere the rea- 
ion of it is not yet forgot. At New-year's eve, 
in the hall or caftle of the Laird, where, at feftal 
feafons, there may be fuppofed a very numerous 
company, one man drefTes himfelf in a cow's hide, 
upon which other men beat with fticks. He 
runs with all this noife round the houfe, which 
all the company quits in a counterfeite4^fright : 
the door is then (hut. At ]Tew-year's eve there 
is no great pleasure to be had out of doors in the 
Hebrides. They are fure foon to recover from 
their terrour enough to folicit for re-admiflion ; ' 
which, for the honour of poetry, is not to be ob- 
tained but by repeating a-verfe, with which thofe 
that are knowing and provident tal^e care to be 
furniflied. 

Very near the houfe of Maclean ftands the 
caftle of Col, which was the mdhfionof the Laird^ 
till the houfe was built. It is built upon a rock^ 

as 
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as Mr. Bofwell remarked^ that it might not be 
minded. It is very ftrong, and having been not 
long uninhabited^ is yet in repair. On the wall ' 
was^ not long ago, a ftone with an infcription^ 
importing, that if any man of the clan of Ma« 
clonich (hall appear before this caftle, though he 
* come at midnight, with a man's head in his hand, 
he (hall there find fafety and protedion againfl: 
all but the King. 

This is an old Highland tr^y made upon a 
very memorable occafion. Maclean, the fon of 
John Gerves, who recovered Col, and conquered 
Barra, had obtained, it is faid, from James the 
Second, a grant of the larj^s of Lochiel, for- 
feited, I fuppofe, by fome offence againfl the 
ftate. 

Forfeited eftates were not in thofc days qui- 
etly refigned; Maclean, therefore, went with 
. an armed force to feize his new poffeilions, and 
I know not for what reafon, took his wife with 
him. The Camerons rofe in defence of their 
Chief, and a battle was fought at the head of 
Loch Nefs, near the place where Fort Auguftus 
now ftands, in which Lochiel obtained the vic- 
tory, and Maclean, with his "followers, was dc» 
feated and deftroyed. 

The lady fell into the hands of the conquerors, 
and being found pregnant was placed in the 

K_ cuftody 
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cuftody of Maclonich, one of a tribe or family 
braniuhed from Cameron, with orders, if (he 
brought a^boy, to deftroy him, if a girl, to 
fpare her. 

Maclonich'b wife, wjio was with child like- 
wife, had a gid about the fame time at which 
lady Maclean brought a boy, and Maclonich 
with more generofity to his captive, .than fide- 
lity to his truft, contrived that the children 
(hould be chana»l. 

Maclean being thus preferved from death, in 
^ime recovered his original patrimony ; and in 
gratitude to his friend, made his ciifHe a place of 
refuge to any of tl* clan, tljat fhould think *im- 
felf in danger ; and, as a proof of reciprocal con- 
fidence, Maclean took upon himfelf and his 
pofterity the care of educating the heir of 
Maclonich.' 

m 

This ftory, like all other traditions of the 
Highlands, is varioufly related, but though fome 
circumftances are uncertain, fhe principal faft 
is true. Maclean undoubtedly owed his prefer- 
vation to Maclonich ; for the treaty between 
the two families Jias been ftriaiy obTerved : it 
did not fink into difufe and oblivion, but conti- 
nued in its full fbrce while the chieftains retained 
their power. I have read a demand of protec- 
tion, made not more than thirty-feven years ago, 

for 
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for one of the Maclonichs, named Ewen Came- 
rotiy who had been accefTary to the death of 
Macmartin^ and had been bani(fae#by Lochielf 
his lord, for a certain term; at the expiration 
of which he returned married from France, but 
the Macmartins, not fatisfied with the punifh- 
ment, when he attempted to fettle, ftill threat- 
ened him with vengeance. He therefore afked, 
and obtained fhelter in the Ifle of Col. 

The power of proteSion fubfifts no longer, 
but what the law permits is yet continued, and 
Maclean of Col now educates the heir of Ma- 
clonich. 

There (liU remains in the Iflands, though it 
is paffing fad away, the cuflom of fofterage. A 
Laird, a man of wealth and eminence, fends his 
child, either male or female, to a tackfman, or 
tenant, to be foftered. It is not always his own 
tenant, but fome diftant friend that obtains this 
honour ; for an honour fuch a truft is very rea- 
fonably thought. -The terms of fofterage feem 
to vary in diflFerent iflands. In Mull the father 
fends v/ith his child a certain number of cows, to 
which the fame number is added by the foflerer. 
The father appropriates a proportionable extent 
of ground, without rent, for their paflurage. 
If every cow brings a calf,' half belongs to the 
foilerer, and half to the child; but if there be 
only one calf between two cows, it is the child's, 

K 2 and 
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and when the child returns to the parents^ it is 
accompan'^ by all the cows given^ both by the 
father and by the foftcrer, with half of the in- 
creafe of the ftock by propagation. Thefe beafts 
are confidered as a portion, and called Mac-alive 
cattle, of which the father has the produce, but 
is fuppofed not to have the full property, but to 
owe the fame number to the child, as a portion 
to the daughter, or a ftock for the fon. 

Children continue with the fofterer perhaps fix 
years, and cannot, where this is the pradice^ be 
confidered as burdenfome. The fofterer, . if he 
gives four cows, receives likewife four, and has, 
while the child continues with him, grafs for 
eight without rent, with half the calves, and all 
the milk, for which he pays only four cows when 
he dlfmifTes his Dalt, for that is the name for a 
fofter child. 

Fofterage is, I believe, fometimes performed 
upon more liberal terms. Our friend, the young 
Laird of Col, was foftcred by Macfweyn of 
Griffipol. Macfweyn then lived a tenant to Sir 
James Macdonald in the Ifle of Sky ; and-there- 
fore Col, whether he fent him cattle or not, 
could grant him no land. The Dalt, however, 
at his return, brought back a confiderable num- 
ber of Macalive cattle, and of the fricndfliip fo 
formed there have been good eflFeas. When 

Macdonald 



WESTERN ISLANDS, &c. 221 

Macdonald raifed his rents, Macfweyn was, like 
other tenants, difcontented, and, refigning his 
farm, removed from Sky to Col, and was eftab- 
liflied at Griflipol. 

Thefe obfervations we made by favour of the 
contrary wind that drove us to Col, an Ifland 
not often vifitcd ; for there is not much to amufe 
curiofity, or to attrad avarice. 

The ground has been hitherto, I believe, ufed 
chiefly for pafturage. In a diftrififc, fuch as the 
eye can command, there is a general herdfman, 
who knows all the cattle of the neighbourhood, 
and whofe ftation is upon a hill, from which he 
furveys the lower grounds ; and if one man's cat- 
tle invade another's grafs, drives them back to 
their own borders. But other means of profit 
begin to be found ; kelp is gathered and burnt, 
and floops are loaded with the concreted afhes. 
Cultivation is likely to be improved by the ikitl 
and encouragement of the prefent heir, and the . 
inhabitants of thofe obfcure vallies will partake 
of the general progrefs of life. 

The rents of the parts which belong to Ihe 
Duke of Argyle, have been raifed from fifty-five 
to one hundred and five pounds, whether from 
the land or the fea I cannot tell. The bounties 
of the fea have lately been fo great, that a farm 

K 3 in 
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in Southuift has rifen in ten years from a rent of 
thirty pounds to one hundred and eighty. 

He who Itves in CoU and finds himfelf con- 
demned to folitary meak, and incommunicable 
reflexion, will find the ufefulnefs of that middle 
order of Tackfmen, which fome who applaud 
their own wifdom are wifhing to deftroy. With- 
out intelligence man is not fociaf^ he is only 
gregarious ; and little intelligence will there be, 
where all are conflrained to daily labour, and 
every mind mufl wait upon the hand. 

After having liftened for- fome days to the 
temped, and wandered about the Ifland till our 
^uriofity was fatisfiedi we began to think about 
ouf departure. To leave Col in OSober was 
not very eafy. We however fouild a floop 
which lay on the coafl to carry kelp ; and for a 
price which we thought levied upon our nccefTi- 
ties, the mafter agreed to carry us to Mull, 
whence we might readily pafs back to Scotland. 

M U L L. 

As we were to catch the firfl favourable 
breath, we fpent the night not very elegantly, 
nor pleafantly in the vefTel, and were landed 
next day at Tobor Morar, a port in Mull, 
which appears to an unexperienced eye formed 

for 
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for the fecurity of fliips ; for its mouth is clofed 
by a fmall ifland, which admits them through 
narrow channels into a bafon fufliciently capa- 
cious. They are indeed fafe from the fea, but 
Ihere is a hollow between the mountains, 
through which the wind iffues from the land 
with very mifchievous violence. 

« 

There was no danger while we were there, 

and we found feveral other veflels at anchor; fo 

that the port had a very commercial appearance. 

The young Laird of Col, who had determi- 
ned not to let us lofe his company, wiiile there 
was any difficulty remaining, came over with us. 
His influence foon appeared ; for he procured us 
horfes, and conduced us to the houfe of Do£tor 
Maclean^ where we found very kind entertain- 
ment, and very pleafing converfation. Mifs 
Maclean, who was born, and had been bred at 
Glaigow, having removed ^ith her father to 
Mull, added to other qualifications, a great 
knowledge of the Earfe language, which (he had 
not learned in her childhood, but gained by 
ftudy, and was the only interpreter of Earfe po- 
etry that I could ever find. 

K4 * The 
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The Iflc of Mull is perhaps in extent the 
third of the Hebrides. It is not broken by wa- 
ters, nor fliot into promontories, but is a folid 
and compaft mafs, of breadth nearly equal to 
its length. Of the dimenfions of the larger 
Iflands, there is no knowledge approaching to 
exaSnefs. I am willing to eftimate it as con- 
taining about three hundred fquare miles. 

Mull had fufFered like Sky by the black win- 
ter of feventy-one, in which, contrary to all ex- 
perience, a continued froft detained the fnow 
eight weeks upon the ground. Againft a cala- 
mity never known, no provifion had been made, 
and the people could only pine in helplefs mifery. 
One tenant was mentioned, whofe cattle periflied 
to the value of three hundred pounds ; a lofs 
which probably more than the life of man is ne- 
ceffary to repair. In countries like thefe, the 
defcriptions of famine become intelligible. Where 
by vigorous and artful cultivation of a foil na- 
turally fertile, there is commonly a fuperfluous 
growth both of grain and grafs ; where the fields 
are crowded with cattle ; and where every hand 
is able to attrad wealth from a dillance, by ma- 
king fomething that promotes eafe, or gratifies 
vanity, a dear year produces only a comparative 
want, which is rather feen than felt, and which 
terminates commonly in no worfe effe^, than 

that 
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that of condemning the lower orders of the com- 
munity to facrifice a little luxury to convenience> 
or at moft a little convenience to necei&ty. 

But where the climate is unkind, and the 
ground penurious, fo that the moft fruitful years 
will produce only enough to maintain themfelves; 
where life unimproved, and Unadorned, fades 
into fomething little more than naked exiftence, 
and every one is bufy for himfelf, without any 
arts by which the pleafure of others may be in- 
creafed ; if to the daily burden of diftrefs any 
additional weight be added, nothing remains but 
to defpair and die. In Mull the difappointment 
of a harveft, or a murrain among the cattle, cuts 
off the regular provifion ; and they who have no 
manufaSures can purchafe no part of the fuper- 
fluities of other countries. The confequence of 
a bad feafon is here not fcarcity, but tmptinefs ; 
and they whofe plenty was barely a fupply of na- 
tural arid prefent need, when that flender (lock 
fails, muft perifti with hunger. 

All travel has its advantages. If the paflcn- 
ger vifits better countries, he may learn to im« 
prove his own, and if fortune carries him to 
worfe, he may learn to enjoy it. 
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Mr. Bofwell's curiofity ftrongly impelled hira 
to furvey Jona, or Icolmkil, which wat to the 
early ages the great fchool of Theology^ and is 
fuppofed to have been the place of fepulture for 
the ancient kin^s. I^ chough lefs eager, did not 
oppofehim. 

k 

That we might perform this expedition, it 
was nec^flary to traverfe a great part of MuIL 
We pafTed a day at Dr. Maclean's, and could 
have been well contented to ftay longer. But 
Col provided us horfes, and we pfi^fued our 
journey. This was a day of inconvenience, for 
the country is very rough, and my horfe was 
but little. Wc travelled many hours through a 
trad, black and barren, in which, however, 
there were the reliques of humapity; for we 
found a ruyied chapel in our way. 

It is natural, in traverfing this gloom of defo- 
lation, to inquire, whether fomething may not 
be done to give nature a more cheerful fa^re, and 
whether thofe hills and moors that afford heath 
cannot with a little care and labour be%r Jbme* 
thing better ? The firft thought that occurs is 
to cover them with trees, for that in many of 
thefe naked regions trees will grow, is evident, 
becaufe flumps and roots are yet remaining; and 
the fpeculatift haftily proceeds to cenfure that 

negligence 
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negligence and lazinefs that has omitted for fo 
long a time fo eafy an improvement. 

• To drop feeds into the ground, and attend 
their growth, requires little labour arid no (kill. 
He who remembers that all the woods, by which 
the wants of man have been fupplied from the 
Deluge till now, were felf-fown, will not eafily 
be perfuaded to think all tl^ art and preparation 
neceflary, which the Georgick writers prefcribe 
to planters. Trees certainly have covered the 
earth with very little culture. They wave their 
tops among the rocks of Norway, and might 
thrive as well in the Highlands and Hebrides. 

But there is a frightful interval between the 
feed and timber. He that calculates the growth 
of trees, has the unwelcome remembrance of the 
fliortiftefs of life driven hard upon him. He knows 
that he is doing what. will never benefit himfetf ; 
and when he rejoices to fee the ftem rife, is dif- 
pofed to repine that another fhall cut it down. 

Plantation is naturally the employment of a 
mind unburdened with care, and vacant to fu- 
turity, faturated with prefent good, and at lei- 
fure to derive gratification from the profpeft of 
pofterity. He that pines with hunger, is" in 
little care how others IhaU be fed. The poor 

man 



228 A JOURNEY TO THE 

man is feldonv ftudious to make his grandfon 
rich. It may be foon difcovered, why in a place^ 
which hardly fupplies the cravings of neceility^ 
there has been little attention to the delights x>f 
fancy, and why diftant convenience is unre- 
garded, where the thoughts are turned with in- 
cefTant folicitude upon every pol&bility of im- 
mediate advantage. 

Neither is it quite fo eafy to raife large woods, 
as may be conceived. Trees intended to produce 
timber muft be fown where they are to grow ; 
and ground fown with trees muft be kept ufelefs 
for a long time, inclofed at an expence from 
which many will be difcouraged by the remote- 
nefs of the profit, and watched with that atten- 
tion, which, in places where it is moft needed, 
will neither be given nor bought. That it can- 
not be plowed is evident ; and if cattle be-Tuffer- 
ed to graze upon it, they will devour the plants 
as faft as they rife. Even in coarfer countries, 
>|/here herds and flocks are not fed, not only the 
iter and the wild goats will browfe upon them, 
but the hare and rabbit will nibble them. It is 
therefore rcafonable to believe, what I do not re- 
member, any naturalift to have remarked, that 
there was a time when the world was very thinly 
inhabited by beafts, as Well as men, and that the 
woods had leifure to rife high before animals had 
bred numbers fufficicnt to intercept them. 

Sir 
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Sir James Macdonald, in part of the wades of 
bis territory, fet or fowed trees, to the number, 
as I have been told, of feveral millions, ex- 
pe^ng, doubtlefs, that they would grow up into 
future navies and cities ; but for want of inclo- 
fure, and of that care which is always neceflary, 
and will hardly ever be taken, all his coft and 
labour have been loft, and the ground is iikely 
to continue an ufelefs heath. 

Having not any experience of a journey in 
Mull, we had no doubt of reaching the fea by 
day-light, and therefore had not left Dr. Mac- 
lean^s very early. We travelled diligently enough, 
but found the country, for road there wasiione, 
very difficult to pafs. We were always ftrug- 
gling with fome obftruSion or other, and our 
vexation was not balanced by any gratification of 
the eye or mind. We were now long enough 
acquainted with hills and heath to have loft the 
emotion that they once raifed, whether pleafing 
or painful, and had our mind employed only 
on our own fatigue. We were however fure, 
under CoFs proteftion, of efcaping all real evils. 
There was no houffe in Mull to which he could 
not introduce us. He had intended to lodge us, 
for that night, with a gentletnan that lived upon 
the coaft, but difcovered Oji the way, that he 
then lay in bed without hope of life. 

We 



^7- 



230 A JOURNEY TO THE 

We refolved not to embarrafs a family, in a 
time of fo muchiforrow, if any other expedient 
could be found ; and as the Ifland of Ulva was 
over-againft us, it was determined that we (hould 
pafs the ftrait and have recourfe to the Laird, 
who, like the other gentlemen of the Iflands, 
wa^ known to Col. We expeded to find a 
ferry-boat, but when at laft we came to the wa- 
ter, the boat was gone. 

We were now again at a flop. It was the 
fixteenth of OQober, a time when it is^not con- 
venient to fleep in the Hebrides without a cover, 
and there was no houfe within our reach, but 
that which we had already declined. 

ULVA. 

'\^ile we flood deliberating, we were happi- 
ly efpied from an Irifh (hip, that lay at anchor 
in the ftrait. The mafter faw that we wanted a 
paffage, and with great civility fent us his boat, 
which quickly conveyed us to Ulva, where we 
were very liberally entertained by Mr. Macquarry. 

To Ulva we came in the dark, and left it be- 
fore noon the next day. A very exad defcrip- 
tion therefore will not be expefted. We were 
told, that it is an Ifland of no great extent, 

* rough 
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rough s(nd barren, inhabited by the Macquarrys; 
a clan not powerful nor numerous, but of anti- 
quity, which moft other families are content to 
reverence. The name is* fuppofed to be a de« 
pravation of fome other ; for the Earfe language 
does not afford it any etymology. Macquarry 
is proprietor both of Ulva and fome adjacent 
Iflands, among which is Sta£Fa, fo lately raifed 
to renown by Mr. Banks. 

When the Iflanders were reproached with their 
ignorance, or infenfibility of the wonders of 
Staffa, they had not much to reply. They had 
indeed confidered it little, becaufe they had aU 
ways fcen it ; and none but phiiofophers, nor, 
they always, are ftruck with wonder, otherwife 
than by novelty. How would it furprife an un- 
enlightened ploughman, to hear a company of 
foker men, inquiring by what power the hand 
tofles a flone, or why the ftone, when it istoffed, 
falls to the ground ! 

Of the anceftors of Macquarry, who thus lies 

hid in his unfrequented Ifland, I have found me- 

* morialb in all places where they could be expe&ed. 

Inquiring after the reliques of former manners, 
I found that in Ulva, and, I think, no where 
elfe, is continued the payment of the Mercheta 
Mulierum ; a fine in old times due to the Laird 

at 
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at the marriage of a virgin. The original of 
this clainij as of our tenure of Borough Engliih^ 
is varioufly delivered. It is pleafant to find an- 
cient cuftoms in old families. This payment, 
like others^ was^ for want of money^ made an- 
ciently in the produce of the laqd, Macquarry 
was ufed to demand a fheep, for which he now 
takes a crown> by that inattention to the uncer- 
tain proportion between the value and the deno- 
mination of money^ which has brought much 
diforder into Europe. A flieep has always the 
fame power of fupplying human wants^ but a 
crown ^ill bring at one time more^ at another 
leis. 

Ulva was not negleded by the piety of anci- 
ent times : it has ftill to fliow what was once a 
church. 

1 N C H K EN N E T H. 

In the morning we went again into the boat, 
and were landed on Inch Kenneth, an Ifland 
about a mile long» and perhaps half a mile broad, 
remarkable /or pleafantnefs and fertility. It is 
verdant and grafly, and fit both for pafture and 
tillage ; but it has no trees. Its only inhabitants 
were Sir Allan Maclean, and two yojing ladies, 
bis daughters, with their fervants. 

Romance 
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Romance does not often exhibit a fcene that 
ftrikes the imagination more than this little defert 
in thefe depths of Weftern obfcurity, occupied 
not by a grofs herdfman, or amphibious fiflier- 
man, but by a gentleman and two ladies, of high 
birth, poliflied manners, and elegant converfa- 
tion, who, in a habitation raifed not very far 
above the ground, but furniihed with unexpeded 
neatnefs and convenience, pradifed all the kind- 
nefs of hofpitality, and refinement of courtefy. 

Sir Allan is the Chieftain of the great clan of 
Maclean, which is faid to claim the fecond place 
among the Highland families, yielding only to 
Macdonald. Tl^ugh by the mifcondud of his 
anceftors, mod of the extend ve territory, which 
would have defcended to him, has been alienated^ 
he flill retains much of the dignity and authority 
of his birth. When foldiers were lately wanting 
for the American war, application was made tc 
Sir Allan, and he nominated a hundred men for 
the fervice, who obeyed the fummons, and boire 
arms under his command. 

He had then, for fome time, refiffed with the 
young ladies in Inch Kenneth, where he lives not 
only with plenty, but mth elegance, having con- 
veyed to his cottage a colle£kion of books, and 
what elfe is necefTary to make his hours pleafant. 

When 
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When we landed, we were met by Sir Allan 
and the Ladies, accompanied by Mifs Macquar- 
ry, who had pafled fome time with them^ and 
now returned to Ulva with her father. 

We all walked together to the manfion, where 
we found one cottage for Sir Allan, and I think 
two more for the domefticks and the offices. We 
entered, and wanted little thfit palaces afford. 
Our room was neatly floored,.And well lighted ; 
and our dinner^ which was dreiTed in one of the 
other hutSy was plentiful and cfelicate. 

In the afternoon Sir Allan reminded us, that 
the day was Sunday, which he never fuffered to 
pafs without fome religious diflinSion, and in- 
vited us to partake in his a6ls of dome^ick wor- 
(hip ; which I hope neither Mr. Bofwell nor my- 
felf will be fufpeded of a difpofition to refufe. 
The elder of the Ladies read the Engliih fer-' 
vice. 

Inch Kenneth was once a feminary of ecclefi* 
afticks, fubordinate, I fuppofe, to Icolmkill. Sir 
Allan had 9 mind to trace the foundation of the 
college, but neither I nor Mr. Bofwell, who 
bends a -keener eye on vacancy^ were able to 
perceive them. 

Our 
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Our attention, however, was fufficiently en- 
gaged by a venerable chapel, which (lands yet 
entire, except that the roof is gone. It is about 
fixty feet in length, and thirty in breadth. On 
one fide of the altar is a bas relief of the bleffed 
Virgin, and by it lies a little bell ; which, though 
cracked^ and without a clapper, has remained 
there for ages, guarded only by the venerable- 
nefs of the place. The ground round the 
chapel is covered with grave-dones of Chiefs and 
ladies ; and (Vill continues to be a place of fepul- 
turc. 

Inch Kenneth is a proper prelude to Icolmkill. 
It was not without fome mournful emotion that 
we (t»ntemplated the ruins of religious ilruftures, 
and the monuments of the dead. 

On the next day we took a more didind 
view of the place, and went with the boat to 
fee oyfters in the bed, out of which the boat- 
men forced up as. many as were wanted. Even 
Inch Kenneth has a fubordinate Ifland, named 
Sanjiland, I fuppofe, in contempt, where we 
landed^ and found a rock, .with a furface of per- 
haps four acres, of which one is naked (lone, ano- 
ther fpread with fand and (hells, fome of which 
I picked up for their gloflfy beauty, and two co- 
vered with a little earth and grafs, on which Sir 

Allan 
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Allan has a few (heep. I doubt not but when 
there was a college at Inch Kenneth^ there was 
a hermitage upon Sandiland. 

Having wandered over thofe extend ve plains, 
we committed ourfelves agaip to the winds and 
waters ; and after a voyage of about ten mi- 
nutes, in which we met. with nothing very ob* 
fervable, were again fafe upon dry ground. 

We .told Sir Allan our defire of vifiting 
Icolmkill, and entreated him to give us his 
protedion, and his conipany. He thought proper 
to hefitate a little* but the Ladies hinted^ that as 
they knew he would not finally refufe, he would 
dq better if he preferved the grace of ready 
compliance. He took their advice, and pron^fed 
to carry us 'on the morrow in his boat. 

We paffed the remaining part of the day in 
fuch amufements as were in our power. Sir 
Allan related the American campaign, and at 
evening one of the Ladies played on her'harpfi- 
chord, while Col and Mr. Bofweli danced a 
Scottiih reel with the other. ^ 

We could have been eafily perfuaded to a lon- 
ger ftay upon InchtCenneth, but life will not be 
all paffed in delight. The feffion at Edinburgh 
was approaching, from which Mr. Bofweli could 

not be abfent. 

In 
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In the morning our boat was ready : it was 
high and Ikrong. Sir Allan vidualled it for the 
day, and provided able rowers. We now part- 
ed from the young Laird of Col, who had treat- 
ed us with fo much kindnefs, and concluded his 
favours by configning us to Sir Allan. Here we 
had the laft embrace of this amiable man, who, 
while thefe pages were prepariilg to attefl his 
virtues, perUhed in the paflage between Ulva 
and Inch Kenneth. 

Sir Allan, to whom the whole region was well 
known, told us of a very remarkable cave, to 
which he would (how us the way. We had been 
ilifappointed already by one cave, and were not 
much elevated by the expedation of another. 

It was yet better to fee it, and we flopped at 
fome rocks on the coaft of Mull. The moiith is 
fortified by vaft fragments of (lone, over which 
we made our way, neither very nimbly, nor very 
fecurely. The place, however, well repaid our 
trouble. The bottom, as far as the flood rvi(hes 
in, was encumbered with large pebbles, but as 
we advanced was (pread over with fmoo*th fand* 
The breadth Is about forty-five feet : the roof 
rifes in an arch, almoft regular, to a height 
which we could not meafure \ but I think it 
about thirty feet. 

This 
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This part of our curiofity was nearly fruftrat- 
ed ; for though we went to fee a cave, and knew 
that caves are dark, we forgot to %rry tapers, 
and did not difcover our omiillon till we were 
wakened by our wants. Sir Allan th^n fent one of 
the boatmen into the country, who foon re- 
turned with one little candle. We were thus en- 
ab\ed to go forward, but could not venture far. 
Having paffed inward fronn the fea to a great 
depth, we found on the right hand a narrow paf- 
fage, perhaps not more than fix feet wide, ob- 
ftrufted by great flones, over which we climbed 
and came into a fecond cave, b breadth twenty- 
five feet. The air in this apartment was very 
warm, but not oppreffive, nor l6aded with va- 
pours. Our light fliejK^ed no tokens of a feculent 
or corrupted atmolphere. Here was a fquare 
flone, called, as we are told, Fingal's Table. 

If w£ had been provided with torchesj^, we 
{hould have proceeded in our fearch, thoughwe 
had already gone as far as any former adven- 
turer, except fome who are reported never to 
have returned ; and, meafuring our way back, 
we found it more than a hundred and fixty yards, 
the eleventh part of a mile. 

Our 
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Our meafures were not critically exad, hav- 
ing been made with a walking pole^ fuch as it 
is convenient to carry in thefc rocky countries, of 
which I guefled the length by (landing againft it. 
In this there could be no great errour, nor do I 
much doubt but the Highlander, whom we em- 
ployed, reported the nuniber right. More nicety 
however is better, and no man (houid travel un- 
provided with inftruments for taking heights and 
diftances. «^ 

There is yet another caufe of crrour not al- 
ways eafily furmounted, though more dangerous 
to the veracity of itinerary narratives, than im- 
perfeft menfuration. An obferver deeply im- 
preffed by any remarkable fpeftacle, does not 
fuppofe, that the traces will foon vanifli from his 
mind, and having commonly no great convenience 
for writing, defers the defcription to a time of 
more leifure, and better accommodation. 

He who has not made the experiment, or who 
is not accuftomed to require rigorous accuracy 
from hitnfelf, will fcarcely believe how much a 
few hours take from certainty of knowledge, and 
diftinSnefs of imagery ; how the fucceflion of 
objeSs will be broken, how feparate parts will be 
confiifed, and how many particular features and 

difcriminafions 
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difcriminations will be comprefled and conglobated 
into ^ne grofs and general idea. 



• 

To this dilatory notation muft be imputed the 
falfe relations of travellers, where there is no 
imaginable motive to deceive. They trufted to 
memory, what cannot l^e trufted fafely but to the 
eye, and told by guefs what a few hours before 
they had known with certainty. Thus it was 
' that Whiecler and Spen defcribed with irrecon- 
cilable contrariety things which they furveyed 
together, and which both undoubtedly defigned 
to ihow as they faw theai. 

When we had fatisfied our curiofity in the 
cave, fo far as our penury of light permitted 
us, we clambered again to our boats, and pro- 
ceeded along the coaft of Mull to a headland, 
called Atun, remarkable for the columnar form 
of the rocks, which rife in a feries of pilafters, 
with a degree of regularity, which Sir Allan 
thinks not lefs worthy of curiofity than the fliore 
of Staffa. 

Not long after we came to another range of 
black rocks, which had the appearance of broken 
pilafters, fet one behind another to a great 
deoth. This place was chofen by Sir Allan 

for 
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for our dinner. We were eafily accommoda- 
ted with feats, for the ftones were of all heights, 
and refreftied ourfelves and our boatifien, who 
could have flo other reft till we were at 
Icolmkill. 

The evening was now approaching, and we 
were yet at a.confider'able diftance from the end 
of our expedition. We Could therefore flop no 
more to make remarks in the way, but fet for- 
ward with fome degree of eagemefs. The day 
foon failed us, apd the moon prefented a very 
folemn and pleafing fcene. The (ky was clear, 
fo that the eye coiDmanded a wide circle : the 
fea was neither ftilUnor turbulent : the wind nei- 
ther filent nor loud. We were never far from 
one coaft or another, on which, if the^we^ther 
had become violent, -we could have found fliel- 
ter, aad therefore contemplated at eafe the regi- 
on through which we glided in the tranquillity of 
the nigbt, and faw now a rock and now an ifland 
grow gradually confpicuous and gradually ob- 
fcure. I committed the fault which I have juft. 
been cenfuring, in negleSing, as we pafTed, to 
note the feries of this placid navigation. 

We were very near an Ifland, called Nun*s If- 
land, perhaps from an ancient convent. Here i$ 
faid to have been dug the ftone that was tifed in 

L the 
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the buildings of Icolmkill; Whether it is novr 
inhabited we could not (lay to inquire. 

At lafl we came to Icolmkill, but found no 
convenience for landing. Our boat could not be 
forced very near the dry ground, and our High- 
landers carried us over the water. 

We were now treading that illuftrious I{Iand> 
which wis once the luminary of the Caledonian 
regions, whence favage clans and roving barba- 
rians derived the benefits of knowledge, and the 
bleffings of religion. To abftraft the mind from 
all local emotion would be impoffible, if it were 
endeavoured, and woiild be fooliih, if it were 
poffiblc. Whatever withdraws us from the power 
of our ienfes ; whatever makes the paft, the dif* 
tant, or the future predominate over the prefent, 
advances us in the dignity of thinking beings. 
Far from me and from my friends, be fuch fri- 
gid philofophy as may conduS us indifferent and 
unmoved over any ground which has been digni- 
fied by wiWom, bravery, or virtue. That man is 
little to be envied, whofc patriotifm would not gain 
force upon the plain of Marathon, or whofe pie- 
ty would not grow warmer ^among the ruins of 
lona.? 

We came too late to vifit monuments : fomc 
care was neceflary for ourfelves. Whatever 

- was 
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was in the Ifland, Sir Allan could command ; for 
the inhabitants were Macleans ; but having little 
they could not give us much. He went to the 
headman of the Wand, whom Fame, but Fame 
delights in amplifying, reprefents as worth no 
lefs. than fifty pounds. He was perhaps proud 
enough of his guefts, but ill prepared for our en- 
tertainment ; however, he foon -produced more 
provifion than men not luxurious require. Our 
lodging was next to be provided. We found a 
barn well flocked with hay, and made our bed* 
as foft as we could. 

In the morning we rofe and furveyed the 
place. The churches ^f tl^ two convents are 
both ftanding, though unroot. They were built 
of unhewn ftone, but folid, and not inelegant. I 
brought away rude meafures of the buildings, fuch 
as I cannot much truft myfelf, inaccurately ta- 
ken, and obfcurely noted. Mr. Pennant's deli* 
neations, which are doubtlets exaft, have made 
my un&ilful defcription lefs neceffary. 

The^epifcopal church confifts of two parts, 
feparat«J by the belfry, ahd built at different 
times. The original church had, like other^;^ 
the altar at one end, and tower at the other ; but 
as it grew too fmall, another boildipg of equal 

Li dimenfiof 



144 A JOURNEY TO THfe 

t 

dimenfion was added, and the tower then was 
neceflarily in the middle. 

That thefe edifices are of different ages feems 
evident. The arch of the.firft church is Roman, 
being part of a circle; that of the additional 
building is pointed, and therefore Gothic, or 
Saracenical ; the tower is firm, and wants only to 
be floored and covered. 

Of the chambers or cells belonging to the 
monks, there are fome walls remaining, but no- 
thing approaching to a complete apartment. 

The bottom of^he church is fo incumbered 
-vi'kXh mud and ruooiih, that we could make no 
difcoveries of curious infcriptions, and what 
there are have been already publifhed. The 
place is faid to be know where the black flones 
lie concealed, on which the old Highland Chiefs, 
when they made contraSs and alliances, ufed to 
take the oath, which was confidered as more fa- 
cred than any other obligation, and which could 
not be violated without the blackefl infamy. In 
thofe days of violence and rapine, it was of great 
importance to imprefs upon favage minds the 
fanSity of an oath, by fome particular arid ex- 
traordinary circumflances. They would not 
have recourfe to the black flones, upon fmall or 
cornmon occafions, and when they had eflablifh- 

ed 
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cd their faith by this tremendous fanftion, incon- 
ftancy and treachery were no longer feared. 

The chapel of the nunnery is now ufed by the 
inhabitants as a kind of general cow-houfe, and 
the bottom is confequently too miry for exarfli- 
nation. Some of the ftones which covered the 
later abbefles have infcriptionsy which might yet 
be read, if the chapel were cleanfcd. The roof 
of this, as of all the other buildings, Is totally 
deftroyed, not only becaufe timber quickly de-^ 
cays when it is negleded, but becaufe in an 
ifland utterly deftitute of wood, it was wanted 
for ufe, and was confequently the firft plunder of 
needy rapacity. 

The chancel of the nuns' chapel is covered 
with an arch of (lone, to which time has done no 
injury; and a fmall apartment communicating 
with the choir, on the north fide, like the chapter- 
houfe in cathedrals, roofed with ftone in the fam« 
manner, is likewife entire. 

In one of the churches was a marble altar, 
^hich the fuperftition of the inhabitants has de- 
ftroyed. Their opinion was, thai a fragment of 
this ftone was a defence againft fliip wrecks, fire, 
and mifcarriages. In one corner of the church 
the bafon for holy water is yet unbroken. 

The 
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The cemetery of the nunnery was, till very 
lately, regarded with fuch reverence, that only 
women were buried in it. Thefe reliques of ve- 
neration always produce fome mournful pleafure* 
I could have forgiven a great injury more eafily 
than the violation of this imaginary fanftity. 

South of the chapel ftand the walls of a lai^c 
room, which was probably the hall, or refeSory 
of the minnery. This apartment is capable of 
repair. Of the reft of the convent there are on* 
}y fragments. 

Befides the two principal churches, there are, 
I think, five chapels yet ftanding, and three 
more remembered. There are alfo crofles, of 
which two bear the names of St. John and St- 
Matthew. 

A large fpace of ground about thefe confecrated 
edifices is covered with grave-ftones, few of 
which have any infcription. He that furveys it, 
attended by aQ infular antiquary, may be told 
where the Kings of many nations are buried, and 
if he loves to footh his imagination with the 
thoughts that naturally rife in places where the 
great and the powerful lie mingled with the diift, 
let him liften in fubmiflive filence-^ for if he afks 
any queftions^ his delight is at an end. 

lona 



\ 
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lona has long enjoyed, without any very cre- 
dible atteftation, the honour of being reputed the 
cemetery of the Scottifti Kings. It is not unlike- 
ly, that, when the opinion of local fanftity was 
prevalent, the Chieftains of the Ifles, and per- 
haps fome of theNorwegiap or Irifti princes were 
repofited in this venerable enclofure. But by 
whom the fubterraneous vaults are peopled is now 
utterly unknown. The graves are very nume- 
rous, aud fome of them undoubtedly contain the 
remains of men, who did not exped to be lo 
foon forgotten. W- 

Not far from this awful ground^ may be traced 
the garden of the monaftery : the fifh pondc ar« 
jet difcernible, and the aqueduj9:, >yhich fuppU- 
ed th,em, is dill in ufe. 

There remains a broken building, which is 
called the Bifliop's houie, I know not by. what 
authority. It was once the refidence of fome 
man above the common rank, for it has two (lo-^ 
ries and a chimney. We were (hewn •a chim- 
ney at the other end, which was only a nich, 
without perforation, but fo roiich does antiqua* 
rian^credulity, or patriotick vanity prevail, that 
it was not much more fafe to truft the eye of our 
inftruSor than the memory. 

L A There. 
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There is in the Ifland one houfe more, and 
only one, that has a chimney : we entered it* 
and found it neither wanting repair nor inhabit- 
ants; but to the farmers, who now pofTefs it, 
the chimney is of no great value ; for their fire 
was made on the floor, in the middle of the room> 
and notwithftanding the dignity of their maniion, 
they rejoiced, like their neighbours, in the com-- 
forts of fmoke. 

It is obferved, that ecclefiaftical colleges are 
always in thc^ppiofl: pleafant and fruitful places* 
While the world allowed the monks,their thoice, 
it is furely no difhonour that thejchofe well. This 
Ifland is remarkably fruitful. The village near 
the churches is faid to contain feventy families, , 
which, at five in a family, is more than a hun*- 
dred inhabitants to a mile. There are perhapi 
other^^villsbges ; yet both com and cattle are annu* 

ally exported. 

* . 

But the fruitful^efs of lona. is now its whole 
profperity. The inhabitants are remarkably 
grofs, and remarkably neglefted : I know not if 
they are vifited by aay Minifter, The Ifland, 
which was once the metropolis of les^rning and 
piety, has now no fchool for education, nor tem- 
ple ibr worfliip, only two inhabitants that can 
fpeak En^lifli, and not one that can write or 
read. ^ 

The 
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The people are of the clan of Maclean ; and 
though Sir Allan had not been in the place for 
many years, he was received with all the reve- 
rence due to their Chieftain, One of them being 
fliarply rtprehended by him, for not fending him 
fome rum, declared after his departure, in Mr. 
BofwelPs prefence, that he had no defign of dif- 
appointing him, for, faid he, I would cut my 
bones for him ; and if he had fent his dog for it, , 
he (hould have had it. 

When we were to depart, our boat was left 
by the ebb. at a great diftance from the water, 
but no fooner did we wifh it afloat, than the 
iflanders gathered round it, and, by the unioact 
many hands, puflied it down the beach ; every 
man who could contribute his help feemed to - 
think himfelf happy in the opportunity of being 
for a moment, ufeful to his Chief. 

We now left thofe iHuflfious ruins, by which 
Mr. Bofwell ' was much aflfefted, nor would I ' 
willingly be thought to have lookeJ upon them 
without fome emotion. Perhaps, in the revolu- 
tions of the world, lona may be fometime again » 
the inftruQrefs of the Weftern Regions. 

. It was no long voyage to Mull, where, under 
Sir Allan's proteflion, we' landed in the evening, 
and .were entertain^ for the night by Mr. Ma- 

L 5 clean, ;, 
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clean, a Minifter that lives upon the coaft, 
whofe elegance of converfation, and (Irength of 
judgment, would make him confpicuous in pla- 
ces of greater celebrity. Next day we dined 
with Dr. Maclean, another phyfician,*and then 
travelled on to the houfe of a very powerful 
Laird, Maclean of I^ochbuy ; for in this coun- 
try every man's name is Maclean. 

Where races are thus numerous, and thus 
combined, none but the Chief of a Clan is ad- 
drefTed by his name. The Laird of Dunvegan 
is called Macleod, but other gentlemen of the 
fame family are denominated by the places where 
they refide, as Raafa, or Talilker. The dif* 
tindion of the meaner people is made by their 
Chriftian names. In confequence of this prac- 
tice, the late Laird of Macfarlane, an eminent 
'' genealogift, confidered himfelf as difrefpeSfully 
treated, if the common addition was applied to 
him. Mr. Macfarlane, faid he, may with equal 
propriety |je faid to many ; but I, and I only, 
am Macfarlane. 

Our afternoon journey was through a country 
of fuch gloomy defolation, that Mr. Bofwell 
thought no part of the Highlands equally terri- 
fick, yet we came without any difficulty, sfl 
evening, to Lpchbuy, where we found a true High- 
land Laird, rough and haughty, and tenacious of 

his 
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dignity; who, hearing my name, inquired whe- 
ther I was of the Johnftons of Glencoe, or of 
Ardnamurchan. • . . 

Lochbuy has, like the other infular Chief- 
tains, quitted the caftle that fheltered his ancef* 
tors, and lives near it, in a. manfion not very 
fpacious or fplendid. I have feen no hou'es in 
the Iflands much to be envied for convenience or 
msgnificeiTce, yet they bear teftimony to the pro- 
grefs of arts and civility, as they (hew that rapine 
and furprife are no logger dreaded, and are much: 
more commodious than the ancient fortrcfles. 

The caftles of the Hebrides, many of which' 
are (landing, and many ruined, were always 
built upon points of land, on the margin of the- 
fca. For the choice of this fituation there muft have 
been fome general reafon, which the change of 
manners has left in obfcurity/ They were of' 
ho ufe in the days of piracy, as defences of the 
coaft; for it was equally acccflible in other pla- 
ces. Had they been fea -marks or light-houfes, . 
Ihey would have been of more ufe to the invader 
than the natives, who could want no fuch direc- 
tions on their own waters : for a watch-tower,, 
a cottage on a hill would have been better, as it. 
would have commanded a wider vieAv. 

If they be confidered merely as places of re- 
treat, the fituation fecms not well chofen 5- for the • 

Laird: 
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Laird of an Ifland is fafeft from foreign enemies 
in the center : on the coaft he might be more 
fuddenly furprifed than in the inland parts ; and 
the invaders, if their entet*prife.mifcarried, might 
more eafily retreat. Some convenience, howe- 
ver, whatever it was, their pofition on the fliore 
afforded y for uniformity of prafitice feldom con- 
tinues long without good reafon. 

A caftle in the Iflands is only a fingle tower of 
three or four ftories, of which the walls are 
fometimes eight or nine feet thick, with narrow 
windows, and clofe winding flairs of flone. The 
top rifes in a cone, or pyramid of ftone, encom- 
pafled by battlements. The .intermediate floors 
are fometimes frames of timber, as in common 
hcrufes, and fometimes arches of ftone, or alter- 
nately ftone and timber ; fo that there was very 
little danger from fire. In the center of every 
floor, from top to bottom, is the chief room,^of 
_no great extent, round which there are narrow 
cavities, or receffes, formed by fnaall vacuities, 
or by a double wall. I know not whether there 
be ever more than one fire-place. They had not 
capacity to contain many people, or much pro- • 
vifion ; but their enemies could feldoni flay to 
blockade them ; for if they failed in the firrt at- 
tack, iheir next care was to efcape. 

The 
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.The walls were always too ftrong to be (haken 
by fuch defultory hoftilities ; the windows were 
too narrow to be entered, and the battlements too 
high to be fcaled. The only danger was at the 
gates, over which the wall was built with a fquare 
cavity, not unlike a chimney, continued to the 
top. Through this hollow the defendants let fall 
(tones upon thofe who attempted to break the 
gate, and poured down water, perhaps fcalding 
water, if the attack was made with fire. The 
cafile of Lochbuy was fecured by double doors, 
of which the outer was an iron grate.' 

In every caftle is a well and a dungeon. Th||^ 
life of the well is evident. The dungeon isiP|iP' 
deep fubterraneous cavity, walled on the fides, 
and arched on the top, into which the- d^fcent is 
through a narrow door, by a ladder or a rope, 
fo that it feems impoffible to efcape, when the 
rope or ladder is drawn up. The dungeon was, 
I fuppoie, in war, a prifon for fuch captives as 
were treated with feverity, and, in peace, for 
fuch delinquents as had committed crimes within 
the Laird's jurifdiSion ; for the manfions of n>a- 
ny Lairds were, till the late privation of their 
privileges, the halls of juftice to their own 
tenants. 

As thefe fortifications were the produftions of 
mere neceflity, they are built only for fafety, 

with 
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with little regard to convenience, and with none 
to elegance or pleafure. It was fufficient for a 
Laird of the Hebrides, if he had a ftrong houfe, 
in which he could hide his wife and children from 
the next 'clan. That they are not large nor 
fplendid is no wonder. It is not eafy to find how 
they were raifed, fuch as they are, by men who 
had no money, in countries where the labourers 
and artificers could fcarcely be fed. The build- 
ings in different parts of the Iflands (hew their 
degrees of wealth and power. I believe that for 
all the caftles which I have feen beyond the 
Tweed, the ruins yet remaining of fome one of 

efe which the Engliih built in Wales,, would. 

pply materials. ' 

Thefe caftles afford smother evidence that the 
fidions of romantick chivalry had for their bafis 
the real manners of the feudal times, when every 
Lord of a feignory lived in his hold lawlefs and 
unaccountable, with all the licentioufnefs and in- 
folence of uncontefted fuperiority and unprinci- 
pled power. The traveller, whoever he might, 
be, coming to the fortified habitation of a Chief- 
tain, would, probably, have been interrogated 
from the battlements, admitted with caution at-- 
the gate, introduced to a petty Monarch, fierce. 
with habitual hoftility, and vigilant with igno- 
rant fufpicion ; who, accordii^ to his general^ 
temper, or accidental humour, would have feat- 

cd 
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cd a ftranger as his gueft at the table^ or as a fpy 
confined him in the dungeon. 

Lochbuy means the Yellow Lake, which i$ 
the name given to an inlet of the fea, upon which 
the caftle of Mr. Maclean (lands. The reafon of 
the appellation we did not learn. 

We were now to leave the Hebrides, where 
ive had fpent fome weeks with fufEcient amufe- 
xnent, and where we had artiplified our thoughts 
with new fcenes of nature, and new modes of 
life. More time would have given us a more 
diftind view, but it was neceflary that Mr. Bof- 
well fhould return before the courts of juftice 
were opened ; and it was not proper to live too 
long upon hofpitality, however liberally im- 
parted. 

Of thefe Iflands it muft be confefTed, that they 
have not many allurements, but to the mere lover 
of naked nature. The inhabitants are thin, pro- 
vifions are fcarce, and defolatlon and penury, 
give little pleafure. 

The people coUeSively confidered are not 
•few, though their numbers are fmall in propor- 
tion to the fpace which they occupy. Mull is 
faid to contain fix thoufand, and Sky fifteen 
thoufand. Of the computation refpefting Mull, 

I can 
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I can give no account ; but when I doubted the 
truth of the numbers attributed to Sky, one of 
the Minifters exhibited fuch faQs as conquered 
my incredulity. 

Of the proportion, which the produQ: of any 
region bears to the people, an eftimate is com- 
monly made according to the pecuniary price of 
the neceflaries of life ; a principle of judgment 
which is never certain, becaufe it fuppofes what 
is far from truth, that the value of money is al- 
ways the faitie, and fo meafures an unknown 
quantity by an uncertain ftandard. It is com- 
petent enough when the markets of the fame 
country, at different times, and thofe times not 
too difiant, are to be compared ; but pf very 
little ufe for the purpofe of making one nation 
acquainted with the ftate of another. Provifions, 
though plentiful, are fold in places of great pe- 
cuniary opulence for nominal prices,, to which, 
however fcarce, where gold and filver are yet 
fcarcer, they can never be raifed. 

•0 

In the Weftern Iflands ther^is fo little inter- 
nal commerce, that hardly any thing has a known 
or fettled rate. The price of things brought in, 
or carried out,. is to be confidered as that of a 
foreign market ; and even this there is feme dif- 
ficulty in difcovering, becaufe their denomina- 
tions of quaotity aire diBerent from ours 9 and 

when 
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when there is ignorance on botji fides, no appeal 

can be made to a cqaimon meafure. 

i 

I 

I This, however, is not the only impediment. 

! The Scots, with a vigilance of jealoufy which 

' never goes to fleep, always fufpeft that an Eng- 

i iifliman defpifes them for their poverty, and to 

I convince him that they are not lefs rich than 

IJ^, their neighbours, are fure t<^tell him a price 
higher than the true. When Lefley, two hun- 
dred years ago, related fo pundtilioufly, that a 
hundred hen eggs, new laid, were fold in the 
lilands for a penny, he fuppofed that no inference 
could poffibly follow, but that eggs were in great 
abundance. Pofterity has fince grown wifer; 
and having learned, that nominal and real value 
may differ, they now tell no fuch ftories, left the 
foreigner fliould happen to coUcS, not that eggs 
r are many, but thay>ence are few. 

Money and wealth have by the ufe of commer- 
cial language been fo long confounded, that they 
are commonlyfuppofed tobe the fame; and this 
prejudice has fpread fo widely in Scotland, that 
I know not whether I found man or woman, 
whom I interrogated concerning payments of mo- 
ney, that could furmount the illiberal defire of 
deceiving me, by reprefenting every thing a$ 

deartr than it is. 

« 

:' From 
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From Lochbuy we rode a very few miles to 
the fide of Mull, which faces Scotland, wfaeref 
having taken leave of our kind protedor. Sir 
Allan, we embarked in a boat, in which the feat 
p-ovided for our accommodation was a heap of 
rough brufliwood ; and on the twenty-fecond of 
Odober repofed at a tolerable inn on the maio 
land. 

On the next day we began our journey fouth- 
^Wards. , The weather was tempeftuous. For 
half the day the ground was rough, and our 
horfes were ftill fmall. Had they required much . 
refiraint, we might have been reduced to diffi- 
culties ; for I think we had amongft us but one 
bridle. We fed the poor animals liberally, and 
they performed their journey well. In the fatter 
part of the day, we came to a firm and fmpoth 
road, made by the foldiers,^n which we travel- \ 

led with great fecurity, bufied with contemplat- 
ing the fcene about us. The night came on Vhile 
we had yet a great part of the way to go, though 
not fo dark, but that we could difcern the cata- \ 

raSs which poured down the hills, on one fide, \ 

and fell into one general channel that ran with 
great violence on the other. The wind was * 

loud, the rain was heavy, and the whiftling of 
the blaft, the fall of the (hower, the rufh of the ^ 

catarads, and the roar of the torrent, naade a 
nobler chorus of the rough mufick of nature than- 

• it J 
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it had ever been my chance to hear before. The 
ftreams^ which ran crofs the way from the hills 
to the main current, were fo frequent, that after 
a while I began to count them ; and, in ten 
miles, reckoned fifty-five, probably miffing fome,. 
and having let fome pafs before they forced then*- 
felvesupon my notice. At laft we came to In- 
vefary, where we found an inn, not only con^* 
modious, but magnificent. 

The difficulties of peregrination were now at ati 
end. Mr, Bofwell.had the honour oF being known 
to the Duke of Argyle, by whom we were v^ry 
kindly entertained at his fpkndid feat, and fuppU- 
jed with conveniences for furveying his ^aciouf 
park and rifing forefis. . 

After two days ftay at Inverary we proceeded 
Southward over Glencroe, a black arid dreary re- 
gion, now made eafily paflable by a niilitary 
road, which rifes from either end of the glen by 
an acclivity not dangeroufly fteep, but fufficient- 
ly laborious. In the middle, at the top of the 
hill, is a feat with this inkription. Reft, and be 
thankful. Stones were placed to marl^ the dif- 
tances, which the inhabitants have taken away ; 
refoWed, they faid, to have no new miles. * 

In this "rainy feafon the hills ftreamed with wa- 
terfalls,, which, croffing the way, formed cur- 
rents on the other fide, that ran in c:ontrary di-r 

reflionsp 
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reftions as thev fell to the north or fouth of the 
fummit. Being, by the favour of the Duke, 
well iJlounted, I went up and down the hill with 
great convenience. 

From Glencroe we pafled through a pleafant 
country to the banks of Loch^Lomond, and were 
received at the houfe of Sir James Col.quhoun, « 

who is owner of almoft all the thirty iilands of 
the Loch, which we went in a boat 'next morn- 
ing to furvey. The heavinefs of the rain jftiort- 
ened our voyage, but we landed on one ifland 
planted with yew, and flocked with deer, and on 
another containing perhaps not more than half an ^ 

acre, remarkable for the ruins of an old caflle^ 
on which the ofprey builds her annual neft. Had 
Loch Lomond been in a happier climate, it 
would have been the boaft of wealth and vanity [ 

to own one of the little fpots which it inclofes, , 

and to have employed upon it all the arts of em- 
bellifliment. But as it is, the iflets, which court 
the gazer at a diflance, difguft him at his ap- 
proach, when he finds, inftead of foft lawns and 
fliady thickets, nothing more than uncultivated j 

ruggedqpfs. • . | 

i 

tVhere the Loch difchargcs itfelf inta a river, 
called the Leven, we pafled a night with Mr, 
SlPplkti 4 relation o^ Dpaor Smollet, to wh'ofe 

memvjf 
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memory he has raifed an obeltfk on the bank near 
the houfe in which he was born. The civility 
and refpeft which we found at every place, it is 
ungrateful to omit, and tedious to repeat. Here 
we were met by a poft-chaife, that conveyed us 
to Glafgow. 

To defcribe a city fo much frequented as 
Glafgow, is unneceffary. The profperity of its 
commerce appears by the greatnefs of many pri- 
vate houfes, and a general appearance of wealth. 
It is the only epifcopal city whofe cathedral was 
left (landing in the rage of Reformation. It is 
now divided into many feparate places of worfliip, 
which, taken all together, compofe a great pile, 
that had been fome centuries in building, but was 
never finiflied ; for the change of religion inter-, 
cepted its progrcfs, before the crofs ifle was ad- 
ded, which feems effential to a Gothick cathedral. 

The college has not had a fufficient fliare of 
the increafing magnificence of the place. The 
feflion was begun : for it c^mences on the tenth 
of Oftober, and continues to the tenth of June ; 
but the ftudents appeared not numerous, being, 
I fuppofe, not yet returned from their fever al 
homes. The divifion of the academical year in- 
to one feflion, and one recefs, feems to me better 
acconrunodated to the prefent flate of life, than 
that variegation of time by terms and vacations 

derived 
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derived from diftant centuries^ in which • it was 
probably convenient, and ftill continued in the 
Englifh untverfities. So many folid months as 
the Scotch fcheme of education joins together, 
allow and encourage a plan for each part of the 
year ; but with us, he. that has fettled himfelf 
to ftudy in the college b foon tempted into the 
country^ and he that has adjufted his life in the 
country, is fummoned back to his coll^. 

Yet when I have allowed to the univerfities 
of Scotland a more rational diflribution of time, 
I have given them, fo far as my inquiries have 
informed me, all that they can claim. The ftu- 
dents, for the moft part, go thither boys, and 
depart before they are men ; they carry with 
them little fundamental knowledge, and there- 
fore the fuperftrufture cannot be lofty. The 
grammar fchools are not generally well fupplied ; 
for the charader of a fchool-mafter being there 
lefs honourable than in iBngland, is feldom ac- 
cepted by men who are capable to adorn it, and 
where the fchool ha^een deficient, the college 
can tSt6t little. 

Men bred in the univerfities of Scotland can- 
not be expefted to be often decorated with the 
fplendours of ornamental erudition, but they ob- 
tain a mediocrity of knowledge, between learn- 
ing and ignorance, not inadequate to thepurpofes 

of 
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of eonimon life, which is, I believe, very widely. 
^iffufed among them, and which countenanced in 
general by a national combinatipn fo invidious, 
that their friends cannot defend it, and aftuated 
in particulars by a fpirit .of enterprife, fo vigor- 
ous, that their enemies are conftrained to praife 
it, enables^hem to find, or to make their way to 
employment, riches, and diftindion. .. 

From Glafgow we diredied our courfe to Au- 
chinlecky an eftate devolved, through a long feries 
of anceftors, to Mr. BofwelPs father, the prefent 
poffeffor. In our way we found feveral places 
•remarkable enough in themfelves, but already de- 
fcribed by thofe who viewed them at more leifure, 
>or wi*^h much more (kill ; and flopped two days 
at Mr. Campbell's, a gentleman married to Mr. 
BofwelPs fifter. 

Auchlnlecky which (ignifies a ftony field, feems 
JDfoi now to have any particular claim to its deno- 
"mination. It is a diftriS generally level, and fuf- 
ficiently fertile, but like all the Weftern fide of 
Scotland, incommoded by very frequent rain. It 
was, with the reft of the country, generally naked, 
till the prefent poffeffor finding, by the growth of 
fome- ftately trees near his old caftle, that the 
ground was favourable enough to timber, adorned 
it very diligently with annual plantations. 

Lord 
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Lord Auchinleck, who is one of the Judges of 
Scotland, and therefore not wholly at leifure fq;* 
domeftic budnefs or pleafure, has yet found time 
to make improvements in his patrimony. He 
has built a houfe of hewn flone, very ftately, 
and durable, and has advanced the value of his 
lands with great tendernefs to his tenant^. 

I was, however, lefs delighted with the ele- 
gance of the modern manfion, than with the ful- 
len dignity of the old caftle. I clambered with 
Mr, Bofwel among the ruins, which afford ftrik- 
ing images of ancient life. It is, like other caf- 
ties, built upon a point of rock, and was, I be- 
lieve, anciently furrounded with a moat. There 
is another rock near it, to which the draw bridge, 
when it was let down, is faid to have reached. 
Here, in the ages of tumult and rapine, the 
Laird was furprifed and killed by the neighbour- 
ing Chief, who perhaps might have extinguiflied 
the family, had he not in a few days been feized 
and hanged, together with his fons, by Douglas, 
who came with his forces to the relief of Auchinr 
leek. 

At no great diftance from the houfe runs a 
pleafing brook, by a red rock, out of which has 
been hewn a very agreeable and commodious 
fummcT-houfe, at Icfs cxpcnce, as Lord Auchin- 

leck 
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A'uchinleck told me, than would have been re- 
quired to build a r6om of the fame dimenfions. 
The rock feems to have no more dampnefs than 
any other wall. Such opportunities of variety 
h is judiciom not to negled. 

We now returned to Edinburgh, . where I' 
pafled fome days with men of learning, whofe- 
names want no advancement from my commemo- 
ration, . or with women of elegance, whick* 
pierhaps difclaims a pedant's praife. 

The converfation of the Scots, grows every 
day lefs unpleafing to the Ehglilh ; their, pecu- 
liarities wear fa(l away ; their dialed is likely to 
become in half a century provincial and ruftick, 
even to themfelves. The great, the learned, , 
the ambitious, and the vain, all cultivate the 
Englifti phrafe, and the Englifh pronunciation, . 
and in fplendid companies Scotch is not much 
heard, except now and then from an old Lady. 

There is one fubjeft of philofophical curiofity 
to be found in Edinburgh, which no other city 
has to fhew ; a college of the deaf and dumb, . 
who are taught to fpeak, to read, to write, and 1 
topradife arlthmetick, by a gentleman, whofe 
name is Braidwood. The number which attends 
him is, , I think, about twelve, which he brings 

M- together: 
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togetj er Into a little fchool, and inftruSs ac^ 
cor'ding to their feveral degrees of proficiency. 

I do not mean to mention the inftmQion of 
the deaf as new. Having been firfl praftifed 
upon' the fon of a conftable of Spain, it was 
afterwards cultivated with much emulatioii in 
England, by Wall is and Holder,* and was lately 
profeffed by Mr. Baker, who once flattered me 
with hopes of feeing his method publiilied. How 
far any former teachers have fucceeded, it is not 
cafy to know ; the improvement of Mr. Braid- 
wood's pupils is wonderfut. They not only 
fpeak, write, and undierftand what is written^ 
but 'if he that fpeaks looks towards them, and 
modifies his organs by diftinQ and full utterance^ 
they know fo well what is fpoken, that it is an 
cxpreflion fcarcely figurative to fey, they hear 
with the eye. That any have attained to the 
power mentioned by Burnet, of feeling founds, 
by laying a hand on the fpeaker's mouth, I 
know not ; but I have feen fo much, that I caa 
believe more ; a finglc word, or a (hort fentence^. 
I think,, may poffibly be fo diftingui(hed; 

It will readily b6 fuppofed by thofe that coii- 
fider this fubjeS, that Mr. Braidwood's fcholars 
fpell accurately. Orthography is vitiated among 
fuch as Ifearn firft to fpeak, and then ta write>. 

by 
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by imperfeO: notions of the relation between let- 
ters and vocal utterance ; but to thofe ftudents 
every charaSer is of equal importance ; for let- 
ters are to them not fymbols of names, but of 
things ; when they write they d'o.not reprefent 
a found, but delineate a form; 

'rhis fchool I vifited, and found fome of the 
fcholars waiting for their mafter, whom they are 
fiaid to receive at his entrance with fmiling coun- 
tenances and fparkling feyes, flelighted with the 
hope of new ideas. One of the young Cadies 
« had her flate before her, on which I wrote a 
qucflion confifting of three figures, to be multi- 
plied by two figures. She looked upon it and. 
quivering her fingers in a manner which I thought- 
very pretty, but of which I know not whether 
It was^t or play, multiplied the fum regularly 
ifltwo lines, obferving the decimal place ; but did' 
not add the two lines together, probably difdain- 
iiig fo eafy an operation. I pointed at the place, 
wh^re the fum total {hould (land, and (he noted; 
it with fuch expedition, as feemed. to (hew that 
flie had it only to write. 

It was pleafing to fee one of the:.moft defpe- 
r«te of human, calamities capable of fo much' 
help : whatever enlarges hope, will exalt cou- 
Mge J after having feen the deaf, taught arith* 

* metick>^ 
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metick^ who wcj bt afraid to cultivate the 
Hebrides ? 

Such are the things which this journey has 
gjven mc an opportunity of feeing, and fuch are 
the reflexions which that fight^faas raifed. Hav- 
ing pafTed my time almoft wholljpln cities, ^nay 
have been furprifed by modes of life anA ap- 
pearances of nature, that are familiar to men of 
wider furvey and jnore varied converfatioa. 
Novelty and ignorance muft always be recipro-'- 
cal, *and I cannot but be cotifcious that my 
thoughts on national manners, are thethoughtSi 
of. one who has feen but little. 
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